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| T be Preface to the Reader. 


ereare, three Vayities 


my fouls IROe tO 
behgld under the Sun: 
Meſ$gro felſing and defer 
ring wp end, but deay- 
ing the means: iſters not know- 
| . ing their own Dodrine? and. Princi. 
ples; And Cbriitians not owging their 
own Prayers and Hopes when tp are 
ſbewed them again. 
For 1. what have been the G 
ings and pantings of precious {0 
alwaies, but after the Kingdome oF 
God doe come with power in their 
hearts, thejr luſts to be conquered, 
thetr mindes renewed, the new 
creature to wax {trong and vigo- 


rous in them, ec. _ 
A 2 And -: 


p. 


% 


| » FI » * 
” C ” 
*) " 4 a wY 
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And ſecondly, What hath been 
the glory of our moderne Ortho- 
dox Divinity, but that The Father | 
bimſelfe loves us, T hat the enmity 1s 
on the creature's part, not God's,ac- 
cording to theſe Scriptures, a God 
- was in Chriſt reconciling the world to | 
wr fe, not himſelfe to the world: 
and b if when we were enemies we were | 
reconciled unto God by the death of bis 
Sonne , &c. That Chriſt 1s the 'grſt | 
and effe, not the cauſe of the Fa- | 
thers love. That the worke of Re- 
demption (or all that fell from or | 
berweene Gods electing men ) to | 
their gloritication, was In the ex- 
curſion or extravagancy of Grace , | 
but the Prodrozms or preludium to 
glory. | 
Andlaſtly, Whathave beene the 
prayers and expetations of the 
S$aints,but the coming of Chriſt and | 


his Kingdome, the powring forth | | 


of the Spirit, the times. of refreſhing 
| from | 


to the Reader. 


from the preſence of the Lord, to be all 
taught of God, the Lord: alone to be 
, exalted, the coming downe of the 
New Jeruſal:zz from Cod out of 
Heaven, &c. But what a vanity 1s 
it for men to be i» with the exd, and 
out with the zzeanes or way condu- 
" cing thereto? What an unnaturall 
thing it is in Miniſters to eſþoxe the 
' forementioned Dodctrines to them- 
| ſelves, andto be hy of all their 47x, 
"nay not to know their owne elſpou- 
{ed, except it be in ſuch a colour'd 
' cloathes? And who hath bewitcht 
| theſe Chriſtians, that they. ſhould 
not know the Ketwrnes of their own 
| prayers: yet thus ſtands the matter 
 withus, as I have with wonder ob- 
ſerved ,” and the evidence of thele 
things may appear by the ſequele. ++ 
For firſt, the Lord Jeſus as ca," .. 
 quickening ſpirit dwelling within us, 4s... 
Informing, enlivening, acting us, 
is the onely Phyſitian of value both 
| A3 for 


">The Preface 
for Conſcience and Converſation, the 
- Joh. 4- q Meſſiah who when he 1s come, will 
$4 Jod.s. tell us all things, the® On&@ton that 
20-27. WII. Feach i all things,and fthrough 
bo l- 4 whom alone we can doe all things, 
g Ads 7. thats Prophet raiſed up untousout 
"FM of our ſelves, who will be heard- 
ft. thath Holy one of Iſrael in the midi of 
i 1 Cor-2- 47, that 1s i crucified among ws, and 
"FR that 1s * 3 #s the hope of glory, "the 
k Col. 1. ſeed ofethe woman, that lies hid and 
7: , buried Im the woman(theearth the 
aig / principle, or m 
1s. natural} principle, or _ a long 
Gal-4-4- time, eventill the due timesof the 
Father, when he 15 pleaſed to call 
m Gal.1. him forth, and ® to reveale him in 
45, 16 ys; thatnto ws a childs borne, unto ws 
n Iſaj.9.6, IF | 
a ſonne # viven. 
This 1s the DeHhverer, the Savk 
1 68 our; the Word that i8® wh 1, the 1 
= p engrafted word that 3s able th fave 
qHeb:52-04r ſauler, that isq appointed heire -of | © 
2 things , whom r when the ord 
heat Itito the hehrt-of man , he 
layes, | 


 wedoe not know him. He * is the ;. 


tothe Reader. 
layes, Let all the Angels of God (all 


Angelica)l Legall Appearances, Mi- 
niſtrations, Operations of man, or 


 1n man) worſhip Him. 


Itis' Hethat girds us even while , |. Et 
light that lightens us even while our * Joh-19. 
Religion and knowledge of him 1s | 
but worldly and iegal/,whileourlan- 

guage 15 the language of Aſhdod,,and 

not pure. He1t 1s thatgaſpes and" , aq. g. 
groanes 1n the creature (even while 921,24 
it is in bondage to corruption) after | 
libertie. He ſerves with our iniqui- 
ties,and is pr*/ſed under then as a Cart 
with ſheaves : And when he * takes , , wy 
to himſelfe his great power &- reignes, 19. + 
then isthere peace; yea, 9 of the in- ) Jaig7- 
creaſe of his government. and of peace 

there js nv end, When the Lord-Z 4- z Pſ.68:1. 
riſes in us, his enemies are ſcattered, * Plal- 


8 


| and all: our luſts flee before him. 


Though they compaſle us about 
like a Bees, in the name, power and 
A 4 unction 


- The Preface 
 - _unction of this Jeſus we deſtroy | 
—_— 3- them; and b mighty workes ſhew | 
Mat-14.2; forth themſelves when he is riſen | 
from the dead. in us. 
« aa This < character of the Fathers 
perſon 1s that Come or 4 Money of 
8. Salomon, that anſwers to all things, 
$ _ 5: and can fill us with the © fulneſſe of 
fJoh. s. God. f All life and power doth he 
21,26. carry along with him, and in his 
owne perion: for he is 8 the wiſe-! 
4 dome of God, and the power of God. 
hx Johis. þ, Whoſoever hath the Sonne, hath life,| 
_ and whoſoever hath not ( knoweth 
not, acknowledgeth not) the Son in 


"&1Cor.1- 
2 


| him, hath not life, 
;Phity.s. And thereforeis it that the Apo-«' 
''1e. ftlecomfortsbelievers with thei day 


2 Ti: 1- of Chriit, the & revelation of Jeſws 
2. - . 
-k1 Pet. Chriſt, and thel day-ſtarre to arſe in 
1.13. theirhearts. And me that ſhall come, 
19. '* will come, and will not tarry. 

This is that ® other Comforter, the 
ſame that walkt.in fleſh among us, 


but 


d 


and the Prophets beare witnefle, 


one cometh after me, who baptinetb 


fleſp, and the vanity of all things 


for to ſee? A reed ſhaken with the 
- Windes This 1s all that wee ſee tn 


to the Reader. 
but another becauſe he now dwels 
in*® ws, as wellaswith#s. Andthis _— 
was the p end both: of his coming pJeh.16. 
and going away in thefleſh, that he 7: 
__ came thus in the Spirit. This 

is that coming to which the-Law 


and whereof the whole Scriptures + 
teſtifie; 4T indeed baptize you with q Mat. 
water, ({ayes John the Baptiſt in the "+  ? 
name of the whole Lewes there is 


with the Hol ly Ghoſt,and with fire. Che 
Law laden us to Chriſt by the expe- 
riment of its weakeneſſe throughthe 
tell 
we cmoe to:him. What went yee out 


Ordinances, and our owne perfor- 
mances, till wee ſee Chriſt, and 
Chriſtinthe fie" beares witnelſeto © Job 
himſelfe m the Spirit. What goe yee $ 
out for to ſee :Chriſtcrucif at Je- 
| ruſalem? } 


T1 Cor. 
IS. 32, 


death of Chritſt is in av , and the re- 


- The Preface 


rulalem? \ She that tarried at howe 


_—_— 68. divided the ſpoile. 


It 1s power over that that is evill, 
and unto thatthat is good, that is, in 
the 'defires of us all , aswithout 
which religion is but a Fawble, and 
asthe Apoltle Pax ſayes, * What 2d- 
vantageth it me to have fought with 
beaſts at Epheſws, if the dead riſe not? 
So may | a{lume, If the principles of 
the Golpell@re not to riſe i» our 
hearts, they arenot worththe con- 
tending for. Who would go againſt 
the freame, and expoſe himſelfe to 
loſe his triends and all to vindicate 
ortopet aNotion onely? Men and 


* their Opizions. ſhall periſh, but #he 


word of the Lord endureth for ever : 
and,be that doth the will of God abides 
for ever. 

Behold, T ſhew you a myſtery.the 
death of Chriſt is bur one, and the re- 
furreftion of Chriſt is but oxze : the 


ſurreqion 


and 
- 


tothe Read 
ſaxxection of Chriſt 5 withiz ws. Tt 

1s without us, and 0bjeGively pro. f 
pounded torus, that It may awaken 
and worke within us. That bloud 
6f Jeſus ift chat cleanſeth- us 
from all linne,- isſhedding in us day 
by day : For fo is that place given 
into me, © If we watke ix the light as 
he is in thelrgþt, we have fellowſhip one 
with anther. and: the bloud of his Sor 
Teſts Chriſt clexnſeth us from all ſinne. 4 
(7.) What 1snot this light, we dye to 

ir, we judgegy;, and ſoarecleanſed 

from it. And who is hethat thus 

dies to evilland darkneſfe? Surely 

ri6ne but he in whom the 89, of God 

Frome. And he in whom the Sonne * 

of God 1s come, his death 1s the 

death of theSonne; and ſo protioxr, 

as it 1s wtitteni, w Precious 11 the febt » prtm: 
of the Loved 3s the death of his Sarnts, 6. 15. 

This isthat $4orifice of God, even 

2A * broken heart which 1s byno other x Pſ.51-15 
than the appearance of the _— | 


u 1 Joh.t. 


| y Heb.9. 
14. 
| Z Ifa.56. 


The - ”re Ace 


_ Godinus: Forif webe: notupon 


this Altar., .and by this Y eternal Spi- 
rit,it 1s butasthez cutting off. a dogs 
AG 55.) 3 144i - Fe, 
-  Weare ignorant of one of the 


- mainepointsof the Goſpell, while 


weknow not that Chrii#3s in us, as 
well as we in him. We were-in him 
in his fleſh upon the Croſſe; heis in 
us1n the Spirit; and ſo 1s the Scrip- 
ture verified, 2.7 am in you, and you in 
me. 
This mighty One was ſhut up in 
us long before: we. knew him, and 


' web are ſhut up in 'weaknefle ang | 


bondageuntothe revelation of him: 
and when we know the power of his 
reſurreFjon, and the fellowſhip of 
his ſufferings, being made confor- 
mable to hisdeath,then are we ſea- 
led by the holy Spirit of promiſe; then 

oe- we beare in our bodies the 
Markes and the dying of the Lord Je- 
ſus, and his life is manifeit in our 


mortal fleſh. This | 


tothe Reader. 

This ſealing of the 8pirit hath been 
the longing expectation of Chriſti- 
ans of old, though we havehada 
wrong conception of it, (asthe D- 
ſciples had of Chriſts Kingdome) 
thinking the ſealing of the Spirit to 
confiſt onely in a raviſhment of 
heart, and extafſe of Joy, but rilng 
we know not whence, nor how. 
{ Whenasthisjoy in the Holy Ghoſt 
| fullof glory, and thisrichesof afſu- 


Trance, 15no other than the d pleaſant dHeb-12. 


| ſinits of 'righteouſneſſe , lpringing ** 
from the death of the Lord Jeſus, 


| andtheperfeCt workethereof inus, 


or from our ſuffering in the fleſh: For 
| hethat hath It uffered in the fleſh (a teXt e 1Pet.4- 
| thatTopeninthis Book) hath ceaſed *: | 
| from ſine, faith the Apoſtle Peter: (Qug 
| And,fif we have beene planted in the 
' likeneſſe of his death (ſaith the Apo- 
- ſflePayl tothe Romanes) we ſhall be 
in the likeneſſe of his reſurretion. 
And. 8 Chriif was once offered to _ ns 9- 
| the 


The Preface- 


the ſinnes of many (layes the Author | 
to the Hebrewes) and to them that | 
looke for him, (ball he appear Sd, 


the ſecond time without ſinne unto ſal- 
Uation. 

To conclude this point; what 
God bath/jozned, we have ſevered, 
and pul'd alunder the {;zks of that 


glorious Chain, Rom. 8. 29. 30.God : 


multiplyes not aCts painly and {n- 
perfluoully. In every a& of God, as 
 it#inhim,1sall, butnot as it comes 
aj from him, and 1sapprehended 

y us. Allis cone 1n'Chriſtto God, 
and it appeares 1n Chriſt fr{t zo 


faith , but not fully. to enjoyment | 
(though morder toit) till' Chriſt | 


.- berevealed in us. All was done -to 
God from the foundations of the 
world: And 1n all tholeaG&s the 


Scriptures. attribute to God tha | 
higher wegoe, 1nto the greater infi. 
nitencſſe and comprehenſivenefle do | 


we ravell. Ele&ion containes ſari | 
| fication | 


| 


| 
| 
: 


totheReader. 


fication of the Spirit, and faith in it; 


but in the wanzfeſtation and bring- 
ing downe of things to us, the latter 
a4 (t1]} gathers up and comprehends 
the former; yea, {wallowes itup as 
the Rational ite containes the Serſte 
t:ve1n it ſelfe eminently; fo the $pi- 
rit comprehends the Letter, and 
the 1yitery comprehends the Hiſte- 


he Thoſe that know Chriſt inthem 
onely immediatione virintis, not ſup 
poſetz, know not ſo full and glorious 
a proportion in him to their end. 
It 15and muſt be conteſt that Cod is, 


_ | and ſubſiſtsotherwiſe i» Hi»ſelfe,or 
- | mnthe bleſled Trinity, than iz wer. 


But this hindersnot the immediate- 
neſle of his preſence and dwelling 
in men. But this ſhall ſuffice to be 


| ſpokentothe firſt point, to convince 
' | that many deſire the end in tearmes, 

| but indeed deny it, and to hold forth 
". | fomelightthatthey may doe other- 
| wile, 2, As 


| 2 Joh. I4. 
Ig. 5 


_ _- "The Preface 

2. AsGod hathnot left himſclfe 
without witnelle to his glorious 
truths in a/ Agesr': 1o neither in the 
preſent Age, as in the aſſertions be- 


fore inſtanced may appeare, though | 


by quarrellingTruths that ſtand up- 


on the{ame: foundation, the Afler- | 
tors themſelves; make .it- manifeſt | 
that either they.know gary muy x 

! | 


hold inthe premiſes, as it may fa 


ont with Ditciples (for Chriſts Di- | 


{ciplesi- knew. whether he went, and. | 


knew the way, as the Lord himſelfe 
tels them : though they knew not 
that they knew lo much) or elſe they 
let it ſzp againe; which 1s that the 
Apoſtle warnes the Hebrewes of, 
Chap. 2.. 1. (ſaying, Therefore we 


ought. to give the moreearntst heed to: 
the things which we have heard, leſt at ' 
any tine we, ſhouldlet then ſlip.) Both: | \ 


which -praceed from the. receiying) 


theſe things hy ar;from the borrvictt-'. | c 


on and evidenee-of Reaſor;, or the: 


letter; | 


+ 


LY TY a— FI 


tothe Reader. 
ltter onely, (a light farre belowthe 
ſpirit and experience thereof,) and 
and ſo they know them but darkly, 
| andas though they knew them nor; 
| andcannot ee to: the exd ot them: 
whereas did they know them in 
| Spirit they would know them more 
| certainly, and their capacity withall 
would be enabled and enlarged 
| ſtedfaſtly to behold them, andtake 
| 1n more "and niore of their glory, 
without being dazled. | 
| © Forwantof which they expoſe 
| themſelvesto that exprobration of 
| the Apoſtle, 1 Tee did run well; who 1Gal-s. we 
| hath bindred you? And that ferious 
| caution of the Apoſtle belongs to m i cor.z 
| | them, m No other foundation can any 70.1 
T many F} than that 55 laid, butt let ev 
* | man take heed how he builds thereon, 
: | viz. with w-ſuitable ſtuffe,, leſt his 
| workebe burnt., or how he pull 
| downethatthat is ſ#table, leſt he be 
q} founda fighter againſt God, F - if 
B that 


k 2 Cofs 
3+ 23» 


| 


".” 


< 4 
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thatold $:mile of theirs be proper, 
'T hat.even as the Seaman drawes his 
veſtell to the rock, and not the rock | 
rohim-: ſo we doe not draw God | 
tous by prayer,orother meanes,bur | 
ourſelves are drawne to him. Then | 
what blalphemy 1s it to ſay; that | 
Chrift cazze to yeveale, to declare the. 
tove of God to ws not to purchaſe it? 
Agaime, it: hath beene 1aid 
Wir. of old time, that Chriſt i$Gt 
the cauſe, butthe effe&t of the' Þa- | 
therstove :: If thisbe:truth xXhenithe | 
lovevof: the Father, :ard or | 


-! was gor purchaſed but preached by 


ſ eſus Chriſt : for the Fabre | 
e pyrchaſed. bur! is declared by the 


-+ effect) © 


i Thirdly, if alfo, as 1t hath been 

ſaidof old time, Our redemption 
the bloud'of Chriſt. — | 
Extrauugincy of graces for ers | 
ctr what \may begather-. 


608 apple: from thence (and; 
| yet 


— * 


- <— 


SO nn ws 
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tothe Reader! 
et both Premiſes and Inference 
ave my heart exceedingly,) but 
ſure1t 1s much modeſty to containe 
withinthis inference, That if wee 
be begotten againe from the dead,;(or 
recovered out of the horrible pit 
of {mne) tothe lively hope and en« 


| . yoyment of this glorious grace, 


(which was beforethis redemption, 
andall or any the works or acts of 
God, and 1s through all and. in all) 
and /zvetherein, this is 'onelythat 
that faly anſwers the aime and end 
of God : as without this ; or on this 
fidehereof tore in the knowledge 
of any plot or myſtery of theway, or 
of Chriſt, without reaching together 
alſothe myſtery ofthe n Father, is no 
better than Necromancy.or the/moak_ 
ofthe bottomleſle pit; it 1s to. dwell 
in the borders, and flouriſh, and not 
in everlaſting life. | 
Andlaſtly, if, as it hath beene 
laid, allthe enmity beon our part; - 
B 2 and 


o Rom. 5. 
a1. 


Per. 
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and weareto bereconciled to God, 
not God to us, then all that lan- 


guageot Attomement and Purchaſe, | 


ec. 1sto us, and for our ſakes (ac- ' 


cording as it is ſaid, © We have re- 
ceived the attonement, not God: 


and we are redeemed and bought | 
top God.not of God) and 1s ſpoken to | 


man and his C:cience, who was 


made wider alaw; and aswe grow 


wp in theknowledge of the truth, 


becomes reſolved into a mytery, | 


namely, of ſuffering iz the fleſh, and 


ſo ceaſing from ſine. 
But indeed not onely may ſome. 


choice ſentences of ſome few be 
brought in to witnefſe to theſe 


things, there are nonethat hold the | 


Principles of religion in ſo great 


bondage and obſcurity 1n the very | 


letter, but a teſtimony may be 


drawne out of their owye mouthes, | 
as the Apoſtle Pau! doth towards | | 
the Athenians out of their owne Pa»; 


ets. 


| 


| 


to the Reader. 
ets, For if thenatureof God be oye 
and unchangable , ( as all men will 


confelle) if "Jeſus Chrift be the ſame qHtb-13- 


yeſterday, to day and for ever (as the © 
letterof the Scriptures afftirme) wee 
need ſeeke no further evidence of 


; thelſethings. Then God is true, and 
' every Maz a lyar. 


The law of liberty 151n r James Te- r 


| ſembledtoaglafle. This law of I- 


berty is the power ad Spirit of the 
Lord Jeſus in the heart of man, re- 
fletting the glories of the Lord 
there,and changing us into theſame 
appearances, according to that 
Scripture, 2 Cor. 3. lat. 

Now as in a glaſle, ſuch as the 


face 1s that lookes therein , ſuch 1s 
| the 1mage or ſpecies that is ſeene 
| there, whether the face be blacke, or 
| whether it be beautiful, whether it 
| cometowards the gla(le, or go from 
; It, ſo doththe image in theglaſle, 


(for the glafle hath no forme, no 
B3 1mage, 


fPfal. 12. 
; 25. 


- "Fhe Preface 
image, no ſpecies of its owne, but is 


wholly repreſentative of the object 
that lookestherein;) Even ſo is the 


the appearance or repreſentation of | 


God1nour hearts, according to the 
worke of God our ipirits: For if 
theu doet well, ſhalt thounot be accep- 
ted? But if thou doſt evill, ſine lies at 
the doore. In the one, the ſpirit of A- 
adoption ſhewes God as a Father; in 
the other the ſpirit of Bondage thews 


him an angry jealows God;according 


as1t1s written againe, f 177th the fige 
ward thouwilt [|.ew thy ſelfe fraward, 
and with the upright man thou wi 

ſhew thy ſelſe upright. The witneſle, 
evidence or repreſentation of God 
in theſpiritof man, being alwayes 


- according to truth, 1s various and 


changable, according to the chang- 
able capacity and condition of the 
creature; but God: all the white 
through all theſe changes remaines 
mn himſelſe unchangeable,, being 

changeable 


: 


| 
| 
| 
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changeable onely wm his appearapces 
tous, and 77 #5. For he 1snotondy 
the unchangeable glaſle wherein all 
changes aretruly repreſcated ; and 
the unchangeable eye and light 
wherein and whereby they are ac- 
cording to their true {tate ſeene and 
diſcern'd, but1is the unchangeable 
Father of thelc differing and change 
able lights and appearances that are 
thus ſeene by us, and repreſented in 
us, according to another test_ in 
James, chap. 1. 17, Every good and 
perfe gift comes downe jrom above, 
fromthe Father of lights , with whonz 
is no uariableneſſe, nor ſhadow of twrn- 
ipg. Yet what pity is it? not onely 
theordinary ſortof Teachers, who 

takefor DeFGrines the Traditions of 
men, but even thoſe who have ſepa- 

rated themſelves to a more diligent 


\ | enquiry after truth, and ſeemetobe 


of a choicer taſt, yet aredazled with 
the light they carry in their owne 
Lanthorn. . But 


ne I rexace 
3. But were this infirmity; ſhall 
Icallitor in:quity (ſurely tt is both, 
according to its reſpetive ſubjects) 
toundonely in the teachers, it were 
notſogreat, though a very great 
miſchiete: But where ſhall we tinde 
almoſt a Saint that knowes his owne 
prayers, or 1snot afraid to meet his 
owne deare hopes in the things wee 
are ſpeaking of. 

It maynot be forgotten what a 
ſpiritof prayer was powred forth 
upon the people of God 1n this 
Kingdome ſome 6 or 7 yeares paſt ; 


how our hearts were drawne forth | 


mn requeſts, for the Spirit, forthe 
Kingdome of Ch1 iſt, for his coming 
inthe ſpirit, for his Truths, to open 
andempty themſelvesupon us: theſe 


= —— — = 


with that fervency and unceſlant- 


nelle. as ſerved to ſome inſtead of 


ropheſes of theſe things ſhortly to 
be to their great comfort and en- | 
couragement to expect them. And | 
/ now | 


4 . Ya 


— to the Keader, 
now 1s all that truth we ex 
come to a xew forme of government, - 
whether Presbyteriall or Congregatio« 
all? Is this all the zew light we lookt 
for,to ſee to caſt our cities and coun*: 


ties intoClaſſes, and Provinces, or tO' 


put new names of Paſtorand Teacher 
upon our Miniſters, inſtead of the 
old names of Priefts and Deacons > 
T fay, is this all that coming of 
Chriſt in the Spirit we wanted, de-' 
fired, expeCted? Hath this mortified. 
our luSts, quickened our hearts, beau- 
tified our waies, that we are atreſt?: 


| Are theſethe changes that ſpeak the 


day of Chriſt ſo xotable, ſo terrible, 
that it is{a1d, Who may abide the day 
of his coming? Shall the Refiners 
re, and the Fullers ſope finde only 
a few ſuperſtitious Ceremonies to 
purgeout of our Pariſh Aſſemblies? 
Is this the ſhaking of heaven & earth, 
to ſhake menout of an Epiſcopal 

Prelacy into a Presbyteriall? Or ſay 
it 


as Freface- - 
ie wereout of 4 Presbyteriall forms 
into a Congregational , which is but 
a {teppe further : may not, havenot 
thele changes beene made, ſalvo no 
zine. with good credit and advan- 
tage to the makers? O my brethren, 
theſeare but the deluſions of your 
adyerlary the Devill, who ifhe can- 
nat content you with his old traſh, 


hewillturne merchant of reforma., | 


tion, and cheate you with the ſuper-= 
ficies of it; and he doth it by ſome 
luch {11ghts as theſe; either he draws 
a velle, aud caſts a miſt before Qur 
eyes, that weean ſee no further then 
theletter, and ſo thinke when wee 

ve attained that, we have the 
prize: or if he cannot blinde men fa 


— CE 


farre, but that they ſes a myſtery, 


and. glory in ſpirit under the out- 
ward formeand. letter farre ſurpal-, 


ſing it : then he tels them , as once | 


the Jewes, when the ſecond Temple 
was t9 be built (the type of our ] 


© | 
ſus | 


— — * TO —— - 


 outofthe warld,andall the fruits of 


— <= — —— 


| ſhedin time, as in excellency and glo« 


Ty. Andthatof Chrifts ſecond ap- 


; <londof a hand-hreadth , (ſhall cover 


to the Feeader. 
ſus his ſecond appearance): The time 
3 not yet. | , 
But be not deceived,the Kingdom 
and government of Jeſus Chriſt is 
not outward, formal, aud ſhadowy, 
but » inward, reall, and powerful. tis u Luk.174 
in Spirit, and within you, riot in the 2 
perſons of men or Miniſters withoud |, 
you : it isthatthat ſhall deſtroy * for an. : 


tag-tay 


ſinne, and ſhall replenifh the ſubjeÞs 
of it with holineſſe aud happineſſe. 

And this Kingdome comes nat - 
with obſervation, how ele ſhould it = — 
come as aſjzare on all thoſe that 
dwellupon the earth? 

The firſ# and ſecond appearance 
of Chriſtarenot ſo much diſtingui« 


Pearance, which 1s zow but as a JV 
the heavens. 


All things make for this appea- 


Tance 


e Frerace 
rance of Chriſt: theſyxrpt omes of it 
Wg2-5 .reupon the world, witneſſe y the 
ſhaking of heaven and earth, the con- 
fuſion and unſetledneſle that dwels 
onthe faceof all our affaires,the ſe- 
curity ofthe world, their z ſcoffing 
and exmity againſt the Spirit, and 
E. Chriſts "ths. appearance. But a« | 
: _. boveall, the * wants and diſappoint- | 
; X2Pet-3- wwents of the children and the bride in | 
* £16. 1.30 3he hitherto proviſions and appearan- 
cer. Therefore lift up your heads,O 
gee Saints : for the day of your re- 
pw drawes nigh. 
ow as concerning my publiſh. 
ing theſediſcourſes, the world hath | 
been witneſſe of many hard ſpeeches | 
againſt me : letthe world now bear | 
witneſſeof the Cauſe: I thank Godit | ; 
Is with mea light matter to be judg- | * 
. ed at mans day. I confeſle, that i | 
much infirmity of the fleſhhave I de- | | 
Itvered this Teſtimony, but Tobtain- | | 
edgraceof the Lord to be my 6" 
nd 


tothe Reader. 
And here you have them in no 
better drefle then as they were deli- 


vered, weigh not words but the 
thing, and conſider the ſcope : Ifany: 


| prejudicately ſtumblear the truth, at 


| 


| 


hisowne perill be 1t, I may perhaps 
be clearer in the expreſſion of ſome 
things in this Preface, than inthe D3. 


| ſcourſe , therefore to comparethem 


together may be helpfull. One thing 
I muſt adde in this place, That 
whereas ay, pag. 134. That 4 matt 
can be under but oneydminiſtration at 
a time , either of fle or ſpirit; my 
meaning is, That in that degree that 
a ſpiritual/ adminiſtration takes 


place,the fleſþly adminiſtration gives, 


place. In that meaſurethat Chriſts 


| ſecondappearance dawnes on us, we 
| aredrawingfrom under his firi# ap- 


pearance. Beſides this, I know no- 


| thing liable to any dargerow mi- 


ſtake with the wnprejudiced. 
But the time is ſhort, and I have 
lictle 
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The Preface ? 
little/atisfa@ton in publiſhing, dil- 
puting, or wrangling out theſe 
things, I delireto be enjoying them; 
andas I enjoy, to forget and preſle 
forwerds. TheLord Himſelfe will 
£ A ſhortly Urs Himſelfe with clear« 
__ neſſeand authority,and all that cloud | 
of Envy that is npon his appearance; 
ſhall not hinder him. Eve ſo come 
Lord Jeſws, Amen. 
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SERM, 7. 

The fouhdation of a Chriſtian, all 
; laid in his being nothing 1 in him- 
ſelfe, -' ed be 

by Gen. $. 24. [1 

And Enoch org with God, ak Was 
woP's ſoy God rooke bint: = 


a 


gEm_s TY 


SE RM. TI: FR 
: | Something of the myſtery of the 
| Father, and of Chrift.. 

| 


| Joh. 16.25. 

| Hitherto Thave ſpoken to you in para- 

bles , the tine cometh when I will 
ea e to you no more in parables, 

but 1 will ſhew you plainly of the Fa- 

=__-- 

| SERM. ITN. 

| The Truth as it is in Jeſus. 


od 


' 
| 


John 


Jokn 17 


And for their ſakes I ſndtfey ſelf 


that they may be AFFAcnl t 
the truth. 


rough 


' Oatheſlame Text. 


SERM. WV. 
The dying andthe living Chriſtian, 
' Rom.14.8. 
For B13 ab we live we live unto the 


Lord, or whether we dye we dye unto 


the Lord.: 


SERM., VI. 
On the ſame Text. 


ky SERM, VII. 
Solace for Saints in the ſaddeſt 
times. OwCaggicles the firſt. 


THE 


ih "WE. ' 
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| THE 
Foundation of a Chri- 


ſtians ALL, 
. Laid in his being Nothing 
in Humſelfe. 


/ — 


Le 


| GEN.'5. 24. 
' And Enoch walked with God, and was 
not; for God tooke hint. 


22 0U have here the Phe- 

) nix othisdayes, one 
" that doth make the 
Holy Ghoſt ( as 1t 
were) to make a di 
grelſion.(( Ca digreffion 


| inthe ſtory ) youbave a word here 


that is like a Starre-in the mids of 
+ the 


2 GodaChriſuns All. 


the Clouds ; you have a Chapter be- 
foreand after this, that you are rea- 
dy to ſay when you readeit, What 
profit js 18? nothing but a Chronologie 
and a Genealogie, a deſcent of per- 
ſons; but here 1s that whichis e- 
nough totakeup.the meditation of 
a whole Chapter, Fnoch watked with | 
God, &*c. Of all thereſt it 1s faid, 
that they lived ſo long, and begat ſo 
many ſons and daughters; but when | 
the Holy Choſt comes to Enoch, he 
ſaith firſt of him in the 22 verſe, A»d 
Enoch walked with God after he begat 
Mathufelah, &c. and not contented 
to give {ach a touch, the Holy Ghoſt | 
records again and moreover, that he 
walked with God,and was not,for God | 
tooke him. | 
That which I doe deligne, and; 
which T hope (if the Spirit of God! 
ſo deſign) may be for good unto! 
your hearts, out of theſe words is| 
this, viz; to hold forth unto yon, a 
chiet| 


Ss © 
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chief CharaGer of a Chriſtian;if ſo be 
that they were Chriitians from the 
beginning, (asthey were, for they 
all dyed in Faith;as tt is ſaid inthe1r 
Hebrews, ) and;that is this, that he js 
one that is not; it 1sa ſtrange Chara- 
Cter toſhew you what a man is, by 
telling you,he zs wot. This is theve- 
ry mainthing of a Chriſtian; the 
moſt eflentiall thing that can be at- 
firmed of him, that he is not, Exoch 
walked with God, and was not, &c. 
Firſt, for the meaning of the words, 


there 1s no great difficulty 1n them; 


the Phraſe 1s common of walking 
[ that walk not after thefleſh, but af 
ter the ſpirit ] but what 1s the mean» 
ing of this, hewas not? It 1s one 
thing in the Letter, and another in 
thes&pirit, It hath both a literall and 
myſticall meaning he was not.that 
Is, he was tranſlated; ſo we findein 


the 11.Heb. Jo where it is ſaid ,by faith F 


Enoch was tranſlated , that he ſhould 
Gy not 


04 a UNriſmidans 
not ſee death, and was not found, and 
{ot followes 1n the Text, he was not, 
for God tooke him. Fut thereis: alſo a 
Sptritual] meaning of 1t, and that is 
this, Enoch was not, that is, he iz: hint- 
| ſel fe was not; but his owne being, EX= 
cellency and glory was paſt away, he 
wasnothing, but what he was. he was 
in Chri#f: Chriſt wasto him his lite, 
hisperſon, and his all; in the Origi- 
nall it runs thus, E Wie walked with 
Ged, and was not hezaccording as the 


Apoſtle faith in the Epiſtleto the 4 


Galathians ;Nevertheleſſe T lize,yet not 
7.&c. So isit ſaid here, Fyoch walked 
with God, and not he, for God tran- 
ſlated him in the Spirit, tranſlated 
him into Jeſus Chriſt, and ſoa Be- 
 Jiever is what heis in Jeſus Chriſt he | 
is nothing in himſelfe,hzs ſelfe is paſt | 
away, he hath got a newſelf, God is | 
his {elf Chriſt 1s his ſelf. Now that | 
ſameformer ſenſe of God tranſla- | 
ting him literally , that was but an 
outward 


; | Son. And thus having made way, 1 


| | outof the words. ff 


Himſelfe Nothing. 5 
outward fignification to, the world - 
(as it were) of that which was E- 
nochs reall glory, Enoch was paſt out 
of the fl:þ 1nto the ſpjrit,out of him- 
ſelte into God, when he was upon 
earth;and God to ſignihie this to the: 
world, takes him from the ſight of - 
men, and tranſJates him l;ca{y;This 
was a Figure of that which was done + . ,- 
in the ſpirit before, and it is far the © 
greateſt to betran{lated in the ſÞirit: 
4:-If a man werecarryed into heaven, +-* 
if he werenot nated in ſpirit,he * 
would have no joy in heaven, for 7 

ſh and bloud cannot inherit theKin7= 
dome of God; and therefure we are - 
ſaid to be tranſlated out of dar kneſſe 
into light, and out of the Kingdome of." * 


' Satan, into the Kinedome of his deares-:; 
vs 


ſhall come to obſerve ſomething 


Firſt, here is the tranſlation of ' 
Saint, and then hereis the Author, 
| C3 an#4 
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SE andPrinciple of that tranſ]ation. The 
& :ranſlation of a Saint; the point that 
7 would obſervefrom thence,is this, 
WT hat cvery true Chriſtian, he is tranſla- 
edont of his owne being, 1110 4 being 
V#- God. andthis 1s the death of a 
SE hriſtian; Enoch wa ed with God, 
iT; 1 be was not , heis d&ad unto the 
# Tvorld.and he is dead the Law, 
$< is dead unto Jus OWne righteou!l- 
eſle, and unto all created glory and 


& f . cel}ehcy., but heis aliveunto God: 


— 


ryt hriſtian, he #s not , that 1s, 
WE ic hot in himſelfe , his ſelfe 1s 
$Eaſthway, he bath got another ſelf, 
a new ſelfe, and that 15 God. inſtead 
8 is old ſelfe. inſtead of his rotten 
Flfc: you ſhall ſee this in the 7. Rom. 
elatter end, So then with 71y mind, 
ye ſelfe ſerve the Law of. God, but | 
#h the fl:(þ the law of (in. Mark you | 
Mere; The fleſh, a Believer counts 
Lone of himſelfe; as it 1811 Row. 8.9. 
Ws are 110? in the fleſ, but in the ſpirit, 
Jar f 


7 


£ 
\ 
* 
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Himſelfe Nothing, 


if the ſpirit of God dwell in you;and ſo; 
in the 6.Chap.of that Epiſtle, Hyw can 
we that are dead to ſin, live any longer 
therein; Sin is ſaid tobe condemme 
in the fleſh, 1 the 8. Chap. 3.v. That 
which I defire chictly to binde my 
ſelfe unto, is this, . to ſhew unto Be-% 
lievers, that jþ ſo be they betrue B&,7 
lievers, they havea being in Go &\ 
and inthe Spirit, yea, an entire be-. Y 
ing.,and they areto haveno being aj 
all in the fleth; I ſay,it ſo be they are 
true Believers, they have dn entire , 
being in God, and the Spirit,and ate 
to account themſelves to haye 
being, no intereſt at all in the fl 
There are they that ſpeak of a VP 
ly, and a fpirituall part in Believers 
and this ſame ſpirituall part . th 
looke upon as that which ſhould 
encouraged, to that which all 
promiſes belong , but _ ti 
they cannot findethisſame {pirit 
all part, and ſo can have no comto 
C4 


— 


 $8* Gods Chriſtians All 


aSin time of tentation; (and I be- 
ſeech you conlider that, for it will 
bea ſufficient argument againſt the 
- going on in ſuch a kinde of appre- 
henſion as that is,of a ſpiritual part, 
anda fleſhly, and thelike, (this ſpi- 
ritual] part being not to be ſeen, but 
when grace is 1n act; for when they 
| findenotgraceinthe act, they can- 
©, 4 nottakeany comfort at all, then 
they rake up the mſclves in the ſame 
. heapandgunghill with the world,) 
butit God made out this tv you, 
.that you have an ertire being 1nthe 
* {pirit, andthatit 1s poſſible for a 
Saint to retreate into the ſpirit ſo 
wholly.,as to gather -himſelte entire- 
ly, and togather-up all his intereſt 
= theſpirit; this would be much 
tothe reliefe and comfort of a poor 

i» foule. 

-Now I muſt.hew you what are 
the fruits and conſequences of this, 
and then cometo ſhew you the way 

\ | that 
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” 


—_ 
at 


H imſelfe Nothing. @] 
| that God brings his peopleto this. 
Firſt, I will ſhew you the benefit 
of a Chriſtians lofing himſelfe in 
the fleſh; this 1s the benefit of it, he 
loſeth (iz, by not beingin the fleſh; 
and the reaſon 1s, becauſe it is onely 
fleſh, that1s the freehold of ſfinne: and 
when a man 1s once gone out of the 
fleſh,he 1s gone out of rus Territories, 
out of fins Dominions, and he loſeth 
his fin by this meanes in a two-fold 
ſenſe. Firſt, fin cannot be charged 
upon him, as you ſhall ſeethe Apo- 
 ſletor It, in the 7. Ro. $0 then it is 
no more I, but [in that dwelleth in me. 
Pray marke it: Why not I? But be- 
cauſe] am gone out of the fleſh, am 
gone out of the fleſhly principle, I do 
not owne my ſelfe ; I havea being 
out of my ſelfe; I have a being in 
the ſpirit, and therecan no gut!t or 
fin follow me; the 2-02 of bloud 
* cannot purſue him further then 
fleth, for being in the ſpirit tie hath 
got 


50 - God aChriftians All 
gotholdof the Hornes of the Altar. 
. Will youcondemn the Sox of God? 
The heireof Glory? Is Chriita Sin- | 
ner Can the Son of God be under 


the wrath of God? Why, hels cca- 
{edto be in himſelfe, he is in Chriſt. 


And then ſeoondly, Sin it cannot 
rule over him, he loſeth his fin that 
way. He that js born o f God keeps him- 


ſelfe, that the evill one toucheth him | 


not, he that abideth in him ſinneth 


not: anddivers ſuch places inthe 


1.Epiſtle of Johx, tor it is onely the 
fleſh that the Devill hath a titleun- 
to, and that (in hath a title unto; ſin 
hathtitle indeedto the 01d Adam, 
and toall the Sonsof 01d Adam; as 
they arenaturall, and as they are 
fleſh and bloud, "they are the ſlaves 
and vaſlals of $iz and Satan; but the 
new creature, he hath nothing to doe 
withall : Ttis written; Thou ſhalt not 
tempt the Lord thy God. You may 


undeezſtand it this way alſo , when 
the 
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Himſelf Nothing. 12 - 
the Devill comes to tempt a Saint 
| thathives inthe Spirit, he doth as if - 
| hecameandbid the Son of God to 
|, fall down andWorſhip him. 
| | 2. As heloſeth hisfinne by this 
| | means, ſo he zs ſet ſree ſrom death by 
| this meanes, ſet free from condem- 
nation, thewrath of God cannot 
{e1zeupon him, Thjs is my well belo- 
ved Son in whom I amwell pleaſed. 
God cannot be<iſplealed with his 
well beloved Son. When a man 1s 
once in Chriſt, there 1s nothing 11- 
{uesout fromGod but love, nothing 
butſmiles, and good words , and 
good wiſhes; this 1s the benefit of a 
man being in Chriſt: of aman not 
being in himſelfe, of a man ceaſing 
tobe inthefleſh; he loſeth hisfin, , — 
and doth efcape death and judge- fr *VOh 
ment. Andthereforeis it, that this A 
ſame Fnoch here, (asa pledge toall 
other that walke in his ſteps) was 
tranſlated that he ſhould not ſceeath 
It 


I. 


12 
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it ſelfe, becauſe death-1s as It were an 
Emblem of the puniſhment of in, 

(anEmblem1 ſay;forifthe damned 
had no worle puniſhment then the 
death of the body, it were no pu- 


' 
| 


l 
| 


niſhment.but death hath a form of | , 


puniſhment, therefore Exoch was 
tran{lated that he ſhould not ſee 


+ death, becauſe he was not, that 1 1s. he 


was not in himſelf, he was in Chriſt, 
who 1s the Reſurre@ion, and the Li fe. 


Yea a 3. benefit: whatſocver tribu- | 


lation aChriſttan is in, he may rejoice 
init,1thebenot; and this 1s indeed 
the veryſum of his comfort, the ſum 
of his happineſfle , that whatſoever 
eſtate and condition he ſeems to be 
in outwardly, yet he hath a retreat- 
ing place,in which he can look upon 
all thclethings that befall hisfleth, 
and canrejoice in them, and bea- 
bove them; when a man ſhall ſee 
that theſe afflictions that are up= 
on him are for phyſicke, not for 

puniſhment. 


Þ 


— \ 
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puniſhment, hecan withdraw from 

| them all, and he can be a Spe&ator 
| of them, and not ſuffer at all; he is a= 
(ive 1n all, he doth withdraw him- 
ſelte from under all ; it is true, ſaith 

| he, thisisupon my fleſh, butyet he 
| doth poſlefle and enjoy another 
ſtate, and another lite, and another 
perſonality in the Spirit z he 1s 
in Chriſt, and as I am in Chriſt, 
There is no Condemnation towards 
mee, Tam ſure, there is nothing but 
| lovetowards mee, this 15 the higheſt 
. comfort that can be, for a'manto 
| beable to withdraw himſelfe from 
all ſinneand miſery, as if he had 
| NO part in it, though it be upon 
him; this is that the Holy Ghoſt 
ſpeakes in the 91. Pſalme, 1. 3. It is 
ſpoken expreſly there, He that dwel- 
leth in the ſecret place of the moſt 
high ſhalf abide under the (hadow of 
the Almighty; and this 1s he that 
dwels 


T3 


dwels in the ſpirit, this is fulfilled 
many times 1n the literal] under- 
ſtanding of it; the Saints doe eſcape 
when Common Calamities are in 
theworld, but there isa fulfilling 
thisin the Spirit; whenthe ſpiritu- | 
a] Being of a Believer can ſtand and | 
Jookeupon his fleſply Being, as if the 
ſufferings thereof were not upon 
him, but upon another perſon, and 
this isthe Experience of the Saints ; 
I am perſwaded I ſpeake to the Ex- 
perienceof ſome Saints. And thus a 
Chriſtian evades all;ſhifts all;charge 
ſin upon him, he ſhakes't off, it doth 
not belong to him : Lay afflictions 
upon him, he eſcapes them all, and 
1s indempnified; not that a believer 


doth therefore takeboldneſle to lin 
4b becauſeof this; No, there 1s none 


doth more abhorre ſinne, then this 
perſon Inow ſpeak of; and thedil- 
covery that God makes to ſuch per- 
ſons, is direQly contrary and deſtru- 
QivetoSin, Now 


I, 
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Himſelfe Nothing. 


> 


Now thenext thing is to ſhew The Mean 


you by what meanes God makesa 
Chriſtian not to be himſelfe, and in 
himſelfe; and that is by God reveat- 
ing another ſelfe within a Chriſtian; 
by this doth God put a Chriſtian 
out of himſfelfe, by ſubſtituting and 
revealing another ſclfe in that Chri- 
{tian. What is that? A Spiritual ſelf, 
that is God himſelfe in Jeſus Chriſt, 
he' becomes a new Principle in that 
ſame ſoule, a Principle of life and of 
ation; a Principle of righteouſneſſe 
and of ſtvzength. It may be thought 
to be done otherwiſe, but weſhall 
finde, though God carry the worke 
under another form and appea» 
rance, yet this 1s indeed the vertue 
and power that doth the deed, and 
turnes a man out of himſelf; it 18 the 
diſcovery of himſelfe to the ſoul;we 
may thinke that God doth it by the 
Terrours of theLaw, asthere,her 


| the C 0nmandenment care 1 died. and 1 


through 


Rom» 7.9» 


1 f 


Goa a Chriſtianh 
through the: Law am dead unto the 
Law, &c. we may thinke, 'Gad doth 
it by diſcovering the vanity. of our 
hearts, and the weaknelle of our 
Principles, - for that they-cannot 
maketheir party good with Sinne, | 
butnotwithſtanding wee: are over- | 
come : all this istrue, but the ſoule 
15 notcarryed forth- pawertully and 
eftectually to part with itawn ſelf, 
till God doe pawne himlſelfe to the 


1ſoule, to be'inſtead of it ſelfe , till 
God ſay to the foule, forſake thy 
ſelfe, and I will beuntothee1n(tead 


of thy {clf;] will be thy Righteoul- 


neſleand thy ſtrength ; I will be mm- 


ſtead of the Law; till then 1t 151m- 
poſtible that the ſoule ſhould part 
with ſclfe,:and'ſhould not be. So |- 
that 1t 15 by the glory of God ap- 
pearing inthe ſoule, that the ſoule 1s 
crucihed and turned out of it ſelfe; 
even as it was with Chriſt, heknew 
if he died, and went away in the 

fleſh, 
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 Hanſelfe Nothing, 
fleſb, he ſhould come againe intheſpi- 
rit, and that he ſaith himſelfe, and dif- 


courſcth of it inthe Goſpell according, 
toS. John 12. 24. If the fred fall intothe. 


ground, &c. He that loveth this life 


ſhall loſe it ; but he that hateth this 
life, ſhall have life eternal]. Upon this ac- 


compt did Chriſt yield up himſelfe. 
cheartully to death. Therefore it is ſaid, 
that Telus Chriſt by the eternal ſpirit ot- 
fered up himſelf; it was by the eternall 
ſpirit, that reveales the glorious deſigne 
of the Father-in his death , that Chriſt 
was brought to yield himſelfe unto 


| death. Now the degrees by which this 


death of ſelfe is accompliſhed, aretheſe 
three. 


, . Firſt, God doth makea diſcovery to 
. theſouleof therottenneſſe of old (elfe, 


and the betterneſJe of that ſelfe, that 
1s tendred tous, of Gods /elfe; this. 
diſcovery 1s made to us, and God doth 
together therewith reveale himſelfe in 
uszand ſhewes himſclfe to beour Righ- 
teouſneſſe and our Strength. The ſoul 
IMP +. ſees 


"- ' E 4 
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God a Chriſtians All, 
| ſees itfelfe poffeffed of God; and fees 
God dwelling in him, and now the foul 
Kknowes it carinot be foutid naked. Now 
ſaith the foule, I may part with my 
{elfe when I wilt, for I have a better 
{elfe. 

AndSecondty , Hereupon the foule 
hath all its life in Cod , and his heart is 
fet upon God; he ſees God within him, 
and now his eyesare turned to this E- 
manuel, God dwelling in his fleſh; and 
now he admiresnot the things he did 
before; he did admire other men, and 
their enlargements aud abilities; he ad- 
miredtheir affeftions and exprefſions 
in prayer;he admired ſuch and fuch a&ts 
of piety and charity (which a man may 
doe. and ſeeke himſelfe all this while; 


'-,- headmired thefleſh, but now he hath 


 _noconfidence or delight in the fleſh; he 
Jookes wholly upon God, and admires 


| him, and admires that ever God ſhould | 


dwell with man, that God wham the 
H caven of Heavens cannot contam:that 


= 


ſtould 


eſtould tikeup ſuch an heart,thathe | 


| 


 Hrmiſelfe Nothing. 
ſhould become the righteouſneſſe of 
of ſuch a creature. 
3. Hereupon followes paſſion and 4- 
Gien, 1. The ſoul hereupon hath all its 
comfarts from God, and diretts all his 
courſes ty God; and he (ath now, Aſbur 
ſhall not ſave us, we will not ride upon Hore 
ſesz wehave made mention of other 
names, andother Lords, butnow by 
theeonly we will make mention of thy 
pame, even thine: ſo hehath fweet de- 
light and aquieſcencein God. 2. The 
foule doth all tothe glory of God; ifa 
man live In the fleſh, he will beaQtin 
intbefleſh; butif a man live in One: 
and liyeintheſpirit, and live inthat 
unſeene righteauineſſe, and uponthat 
invilible ſtrength, then all his applicati- 
onof himſelfeis unto God, and ſo he 
walkesnot after the fleſh, but after the 
ſpirit,and all his waiting will be for this 
, | God; if atanytime heis inſenlibleof 
; | hispreſence, he walts upon God, he 


| faithnot, if it werethus with mee , I 


thould be happy : 4 Martha ſaid, it 
ta . 


thou = 
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thou had(t beexe here, my Brother had 


not dyed; (the confidered not: that 
Chriſt intheſpirit had-power -now to 
recover trom death, aswell as keepe 
, 4romdeath) but the fouleſ; aith, if God 
will ſhmeupon me; Ifhall be comfort- 
. ed; ifhehidehisfaceIam troubled; it 
"35not I will doe this, and I will do char, 

| but God will doe thisand tha : g and 
Itisnot, if I had ſuch meanes, I ſhould 
have power and get ground over 'my 
corruptions; but it Godariſe, his ene- 
mies ſhall beſcattered: And ſuch a ſoule 
isdeadtotheLaw, andtheR ighteouſ- 
nefſe ofthe Law, and dead to the work- 
ings of it, and ſeesthat the Law' cannot 
p1ve ſtrength: ; It is God, that of 'his 
grace, is ſtrength tothe poor ſoule;and 
thus the ſoule hathentertained God as 
hisgueſt,” and let theSodomites come 
and compaſſe about Lots Houle ;, 


hemindesthem not;; thefouleſees fio- 


thing in compariſon,/but his ſoul pants, 


asthe Hart, atterthe watercbrook; and |, 


this1s the condition 6f aſoule- has 5s 
wot. - Now 


' Himſelfe Nothing.) 


| < Nowit youaske me thereaſon. of 
this; why a true Chriſtian is one that is 
not - I anſwer, this 1sthe reaſonoof it, 
becauſcGod ts all.,and he will be known 
to be all, hewill have hispeople vo 
know ſv, and will have itheld forth \ 
that heisall; and theretore there mult 
 bea dying thus, and a witherjngand de- | 
caying, anda going out of a mans ſelfe. \ 
Iknow no other reaſon but this, why 
God did ordaine that ſame ſtateof na- 
ture, beforethe ſtate of grace ; why he 
revealed 4dam before Chriit:; but one- 
ly this, that ſo'/God might make .it 
knowneto us, that he 1s all inall, For 
howſoever God was zll in all, and 
would have beeneall inal], and could 
not be otherwiſe; for was there any 
thing before God, or is there any thing, 
whereof it may be ſaid, it is beſides 
God? But yet God .hath not been was. 
2ifefted tobeall in all, fo as he 1s by 
cauſing the Creature to dye toits {clie;, 
as if God had created light , and never, 
created darknefle, light had beenlight, 
: | © © but 


P 


' GodaChriftians All 
but light is knowne by darkneſle > So 
God would have been all howſoever, 
but he is knowne to be all by this ſame 

forme ofthe creature dying mn himſelf, 
dying in thoſeabilities which are Gods; 
for we havenothing but what is Gods, 
and what he gives us, and is tous; but 
God hereby holds forth himſelfe to be 
all tous, when after lower and darker 
formes removed and corrupted, we ſee 
ſtillanother and higher bleſiednefle in 
Goa; and it is likewiſe for to give usour 
taſte; he that hath taſted the ſoure, is 
fit totaſte the ſweet ; he that hath ſeene 
thefading of theflower,is better prepa- 
redto ſeea living attivity : ſo wee ha- 
ving knowne God in nature, are 
prepared to admire Gods diſcovery in 
the Goſpe/. 

Now before the Uſe of this point, 
there 1s onely one thing more I will 
mention,and that is this, That the death 
of a Believer is ito God,as I may ſo ſay, 
even asthe ſeed that dyes as a feed, bur 


& dycs inthe flower that is better pn 
- the 
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the {ecd, ſo doth a Believer doe, this is * 
the tearmeothis death: {Sonow I have 
| explainedallthatIthinke of you;) now 

the Lie is this. | 

| I. It ſerves todiſcover and diſgrace 
| the Religion of moſt men that are not 
acquainted with this ſame dying to 
themlelves: you have many, efpecial- 
ly inthele times, that doe come under 
this ſcarch and tryall, and will be found 
to0 light, and there are two ſorts: fome 

' wWhp have advanced a Reformation , 
from that ſame knowledge which is 
come abroad jn theſetimes, they have 
fet up a formeofReligion in their Fa- 
myies, and it may be they are fallen 1o- 
toa forme of Communion with Chrt 
{tjans; others are ſuch as are onely 
Nate-Reformers, and the time-Refox- 
mers: Now both of them, although 
there may be graduall difference, yet 
both of them diſcover themſelves, that 
they areof the earth by this: they are 
tobeknown by their conceits of them- 
ſelvs, by their magnifying thetr duties, 
D4 and 
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 andtheir formes they arein. Asa Chri- 
ſtian ceaſeth to be, ſo do all things ceaſe 
to beany thing to him, and. he doth no 


more admirean high form inReligion, 
then he doth admire himſelt; all things 


.- arecrucihed tohim,as well as he 1s cru- 


- cified tothem.But manyarelikethe mul 
titude that Chriſt ſpaketo, 1n the 5. 'of 
Mat. They will hevery Zealous and 
Jealous, leſt others ſhould deſtroy the 
Law, who preach the Goſpell purely.in 
theſpirit; and why are "They, zealous 
of the Law,but becauſethey think they 
can keepetheLaw; they know onely 
ſome lower formes of the Law. butif 
they knew the Higheſt formes of the 
 Lawitwereallone, forthey arecenſo- 
Tzousof others, and will perſecute o- 
thers,if they will not comeupto their 
forme: whereas you ſhall heare a bro- 
ken hearted Payl ſay, that Circurtifor 
availeth nothing, &*c. Paul ſawthat a 
man might be a circumciſed Jew, and 
yetlye down in hell with an uncircum- 
ciled Gentile: butothers by their cenſo- 
2 riouſneſle 


' 


 ' Himſelf Nothing. | 
rTiouſneſle of others, manifeſt, that they 
are not ceaſed to bein the fleſh : the 


- truthis, hethatdoth know'God, and 


doth worſhip God in ſpirit, hath ſuch 
low thoughts of 4a//manner of outward 


formes, that he doth neitherjudge him< 


ſelfenor others, inthe leaſt kinde by 
them, hefeesthat which ts ſo much bee 
yond, and*heisprefiing towards that 
ſtill; hetakes heed how heriſethup in 
the njorning and bleſſeth htmſelte, 'or 
his neighbour, in his forme ©: for he ſees 
much uncirctmcifion of heart in the 


|. beſtforme; 


'Thenextiva Uſe of dire&ion to m_ 


creatures that ſee and ſubſcribe to this 
truth:That/true Chriſtianity begins in 
ſelf-denal, and are ſaying, what maywe 
doe' that we niay be after this manner 
that we may not ben or felvs:that the 
next word'will tell you,God took him 
Enoch had beeneas'other men, bur that 


| God tookehinghe had beenein the fleſh; 

| andhadhad confidence in thefieſh.and 

had beene ſome bedy in Þts owne eyes, 
1 


%s 
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i fo be God had not tooke him; fo that 
you areto waitetill God take you up : 


' © youcannot bring downe the [pirit, a 


(ſ 


A” 
$ 


man cannot make an haireof his head 
whiteor blacke, a man cannot make a 
thought, a man cannot mould one de- 
Greoraffetion in him, it is beyond his 
power; this is according to that [ 
mtheopening of the point, (or ſome. 
what toward this, ) namely, that it ts: 
God 9 ye and his oe 
ryin the that c 
ori forget her owne hw nd her 
fathers houſe : Come ſaith God, thoy 
ſhalt be marryed honourably; 1 will 
marry thee my ſelfe, forget thy ſell 
forgetthy (ins; ſo indood Ins Ha: ag I 
aChriltan is a ſaveet death + and as the 
Pialmilt ſaith, Precious 4n the fgbt of the 


| Lord 5s the death of bis Saints. God 


comesand takes that place which be. 


foreSelfe had; andthereforeyon have. | 


thedeath of a Saint expreſſed in this 


manner, ſnto thy hands, O Lord, Icon 


mend my ſpirit. God isthere to receive 
the 


the ſoule, or elſecthe ſoule would never 
be contentto go out of the body,and fo 
it is here ſpiritually, | 
_ _ Andthe3.andlaſt Ute isthis, A Hine 
or Diſcovery to what end death is or- 
dained, that formall death welooke 
upon with ſo much feare,and with ſuch 
aſad refleftion upon our ſelves, when 
wethinke of it. Lmuſterelong dye; and 
'beamong the dead. This is our _—_ 
rance, what is death? What is it 
It is butan outward forme and figritf- 
cationof that worke, that God inthe 
{pirit of a Saint doth every day ; for 
whatisthelife of a Saint, but a continu- 
all dying into the hands of God, his , 
- Righteouſnelie expires into the Righ-/// 
tenuineſſe of God 3 God encreaſeth m 
him, and himſelfe decreaſeth ; he hath 
, lefle thoughts of himſelfe, and hisowne 
' ſtrength, and hath higher thoughts of 
God; hedoth lefle know himſelfe af- 
terthefleſh, and according to outward 
| appearances, and he more judgeth of 
himſelfe as he is in'God,and as in Chritt 


Jeſusz 
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Jeſus; ſo that a Believer dyesdayly,and 
when God. hath finiſhed his whole 
worke upon Mount $70x, then he wull 
withdraw the forme of death ; when 
hehath brought his people to dye to 
themſelvesand to the world;; ashe will 


inthe latter dayes, thendeath ſhall be | 


| = IE #p; foras wee: ſee how men 


when theyare dead, they mindeno 
amore relations; a Child no longer ob4 
ſerves his Father when he 1s dead, cea- 
{thto a&to-:the relation, and ceaſerh 
toadt tothe objects of this world;(trew 
finic fweet flowers - before a dead corps, 
thecorps {melsthem notz; and- bring 


good chear betore dead corps,the corps * 
taſts it not; ſoſhall Saints be to ſin and | 


this world :;: And Iapi-perfwaded God 


would not have: continued death inthe 


world, ſince he; hath reconciled the 
world, but toteich the world. 


& -And what areall theſe changes when 


afoule is gone to God before, 1s 1t any 
terriblething for ſuch an oneto dye? It 
wastheſpeech of oneof precious me- 

| mory 


| 


| 


Himfelfe Nothing. 
Mory inthisCity; when he was dyinſs 
ſaith he, Tſhal but change my place, 
my company he walked as Enoch did: 
Soitis wihus in all our changes that 
befall us; they ate but the Sutard 
formes and fignificationsof that which 
is doing eyery day.  To.conclude,let us 
not judge according tothefight, of our 
eyes, norreckon our ſelves by our dus 
ties, graces, performances: ; nor by that 
power we ſee in ourſelves to reſiſt ſin, 
or at in duties, but looketo an inviti- 
blepreſence ofthe ſpiritin our ſoules, 
that can never be taken from us, which 
Mothes cannot corrupt , and wher 
"Theeves carinot breake through Ei 
Tieale, 


nt 


on 
”, 
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OF THE 


MYSTERY 


OF THE 


FATHER 


CHRIST: 


| JOH N 16. 2 5, 

Hitherto have I ſpoken ta you in Parables s, 
the time cometh when I will ſpeak, to you 
"9 more in Parables, but Twill ſhew you 
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x, Heſe are the words of our 

© Saviour a little before 

his ſuffering, when he 

{pake, not upon hisown 

: life, but upon the lite 

nd comfort of his Diſciples, whoſe 
hearts 


| 


Something of the Myſtery, &c. 
hearts were full of heavinefſe - and 
much adoe he had to keepe them up 
from fink nk: therefore ne queſtion 
but Jeſus Chriſt did grone in Spirit,and 
did goe down deep, that he might bring 
up ſomething from the bottome to re- | 
freſh their hearts; and to bear them up 
againſt that houre that was coming up» 
on him, their Lord and Maſter, and up= 
on them, in being deprived of him:and 
therefore wefinde him very coprows, as 
well as very ſweet, beſtowing the whole 
14, 15,and 16. Chapters upon them. 
Among all the comforts Chriſt doth 
miniſter to them, this is one, and a chief 
one, That they ſhould fee him againe, and 
he would hide himſelfe from them but 
alittle while: Not onely his goingaway 
ſhould be for their advantage, but hee 
would come againe to them. This hetels 
them often , eſpecially here at the 17. 
verſe of this Chapter. A little while, and 


-yee ſhall not ſee mee; and againe , alittle 


while, and yee ſhall ſee mee. 
Andtolkct paſſe the re&5fying of their 
underſtapdings 
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underſtandings concerning theſe pro- 
miles, and theſe undertakings of his, he 
tels them what he would doe for them 
When he ſees them againand what ſhall 
betheir condition in that day : At the 


22. verſe, Hetels them' in generall, Their - 


cheart « ſhould rejoyce,&no man ſhould take 
#heir joy from them: And particularly, 
verſe 23. In that day ((aith he) you fhal 
iaske me nothing, verily, verily Tſay unto 
-you, whatſoever yee ſhall acke the Father in 
my name. he will doe it. They ſhall have 
all their Petitions ; Tt ſhall bea day of 
praceand favour, ſuch as Herods birth- 
.day was, when he promiſed he would 
| give Herodias his Daughter the halfe of 
* bis Kingdome : butthisisnot reſtrained 
.to;halfe of the Kingdome;for we know, 
-the ſþirir himſelfe is promiſed tothoſe 
-thbataske him; and the Spirit is, the 
'Kingdome of God, it is God, and his 
Kingdome and all. _:, :;, | 
-\:: Another benefit, . and advantage of 


that time when he would ſee them a- + 
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of the Father and of Chr 2 
the Text; I will ew you plainly) the 
Father. Hitherto have I ſpoken to-yann 
Parables, the time cometh that I wil(ſf 
n0 more in Parables , but will ſhemwg 
plainly of the Father. 

- * Butitwill beſaid, Chriſt ſpalke} 
Parablesto the Multitude, but he®i 
not in Parables to his D;ſciples,0888 A Nh 
did, heopened the Parables tou "5 -; 
as its ſaid, When he came into the hv%ſeghgA 


\ 


ts 
' opened the Parable of the tares ;, and 16 hs” + 
did other Parables. HR 


I concerve, this Scripture meaneth” 3 
other kindes of Parablesthen thoſe; for + 
in ſuch Parables Chriſt ſpake not at- 
that time: butunder Parables, hereis 5 
meant, not onely thoſe very portions of 
Scripture, which have the f;rme of Pa- 
rables; but the whole Preaching and . 
Miniſtry of Chriſt, as Man; and not *-. 
onely ſo, but the wholeMiniſtration * 
and Appearanceof Got Fleſh 
Chriſt, may becalled a Parable. ; .and 
thus were theyParables thitt he had | 
ſpoken tothemin? T have ſpoken Fo you 
I, bitherto 


wat io... itt... ADS 
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omething of the Myſtery 
0 in Parables;, but the time cometh 
i ſpeake no more to you in Para» 
I will ſherp you plainly of the Fa- 
ad this plaine ſhewing of the Fa- 
Fphen Chriſt comes in the Spirit. 
Believer knowes Chriſt onely 
wſſeſ/ , he knows the love of God, 
venant of God , and the 
MM concerne his peace, onely in 
: but when God comesto doe 
rake inhim, in the Spirit, which 
Fedone for him in Chriſt , in the 
1, then doth God ſhew himſelfunto 
4 plainly. This ſhall ſuftcein briefe 
ed the words unto you. *' 
"Th parts of the Text are theſe 


1. Hereis the caſting up (as it were) 
ftheDiſpenſation or Adminiſtration 
of kriſtin the fleſh:> Tt is ca? up, what 
is eonntsanto; 2nd that isaſpeaking 
| Parables. 

e glory of Chriſts ap- 
Spirit,-1n the heart of a 


fe: 


the 


arin 
Believer and that 1 13a plaine Demon- 
A C ration, 


of the Father and of C , 


tration, or ſhewing of the Fatl 
Inthislatter aretheſe two 
1. Heres the 0bjeF of D 
'coveries, and that is the Fath 
ſpew you plainly of the Father. 
2. Herels the @x4lity of 
Diſcovery itisa plaineDilg 
I ſhall {peake firſt of the £8 
ſhall obſerve unto you this po 
That the Preaching and Ag 
ſtration of Chriſt in thefleſh, wax 
{peaking to us, as it were, in ParabIW B 
Hitherto (ſaith Chriſt) have 1 ſpoken 
you 712 Parebles : The time comet whe ol 
ſhall no more ſpeake to you in Pgrables.. F 
weenquire what a Parable is , weſha# 
finde that the Natureof a Parable dot 
agree with the Nature of this Diſcgyes * 
ry,or Appearanceof God inthe Fleſh d 


of Chriſt; forto this ſhall Icontingmy 
Diſcourſe. 2 
A Parable 1s this; e 1s 
When 


 Catentfenſeunder patent wo 
there are words outwardly ſounding 
onething ,. and a ſenſe under thofe 
—_ E 2 words, - 


da 


SEW metbing of We gOery 
words, that isnot conceived: by the 
Net nder{tanding : This 1sa Para- 
E. ts a Riddle; Ir 1s a darke ſaying. 

Wyertainly the wiſe man in the be- | 
aggot his Fooke of Proverbs, or Pa- 

Ms he cals them.) wherein are the 
ofthe Golpell ;' He,cals the 
re-Parable&Prov.g. &Now 
Wthecfich,is ſuch g Parable, 
"i aFJo00duntoyou, thus, 
"AT . jeththg doth appear out- 

W- LN-ns into the ſenſes of men; | 
other thing held forth 


» 


. 
oo 
: 
* 
” 


» und that, AA few doe perceive, but 
 thoEthat areſMylarly raught of God: 
« THjt which is vitYe and obvigus, and 
& Tubs into the ſcen{@Hf men, isa Carnal | 
' franſaG@icn : A Bareaine betweene God 
and Chriſt: Touching the*Joings and | 


fafferings of Chriſt in the fleſhy and el . 
 theſedoin ſufferings, our Life, | 
our JuſtaticatOn ard our Peace. This 1s 


the outward forme, (as it were,) this 1s 
the Parable. Now what 1s that which j 
1s held forth under this Parable? 


There 


of the F'atber and of Chra. © %, 


Thereare theſe two things thavare | 

veyled and hid under this Parable, | 
which molt men doe not let their cyes | 
u pon. 


Eu z = ——Sr 


And thefirſt jsthis; The Love of the 

Father :- This 1s ſcarce eyed oft 
men, but they thinke that the worke oy 4 
theigfalvatibn proceeds Tout Wiile l 
heast of Jeſus Thriſtz and look | 
upon hisHumane Heart Acttiths: 1 
astheRoot afd Originals C . ir Re | 
demption : Þ ok Chgiſt @cl$ us*in , 

| this Chap ter: ; 1 ſay nat, that wt þ ray | 

| for you, for the Father binſelfe Bye 1 
As who« ſhould ſay, thdugh THhould ' 
hold wy peace,the Farfer himlelflobes 1 
you. Now this js that which few men 
ſee, in, arid under this Parable. |- * 

Chriſt Jeſus in his dying for man, 
was ſetup by God inthe place of God, 

'* toſhewusthegreat lovethat God did 
beareunto man : I ſay, be was ſet up by 
God in the place of God, and that not ta 
ſhew (his owne) love onely,but toſhew 
the Fathers Love: : and therefore wee” 

| he finde 
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finde theſe names given unto Chriſt, 
and thelethings ſpoken ot him ; That 
- hetsthe brightnejje of the t a: hers Glory, 
and the exprejje Image of his Perſon: And 
we ja 3s Glory (lauth john) as the glory 
of the oxely begotten Son of God. 

. TheApoltles and Spirituall men ſaw 
the Love of God held forth through the 
doings and ſufferings ot Chriſt. And 
therctorc it is{aid, (1 beſeech you mark 
1t)in the F of John; he Father judgeth no 
#:1an, but hath committed ail judgement to 
the Son, that men might honour the Son.as 
they honour the Father. He that honouretb 
#0 the Son. honoureth not the Father that 
hath ſent him. God is he that muſt inhe- 
Tit all honour and glory to eternity; but 
he hath for the preſent ſet up Chriſt Je- 
ſus, to make himſclfe knowneunto the 
workd. It wasnot , that Chriſt ſhould 
make himſelfe knowne, or that wee 
ſhould lye downe 1n the Diſcovery of 
| Chrift alone, but that by Chriſt.the Fa. 
ther might beknowne, and diſcovered 


tous, and his Jovez and therefore, itis 
| ſaid; 


— 


of the F atÞer 4nd of CDriſt, 


laid; That this 3s life eternall, to know 
thee to be the onely true God, and Jeſus 
Chriſt whom thou þaf ſent. The meaning 
15not, as if it werenot enough to know 
the Father ; but that there 15 no know. 
Ing of the Father but by Jeſus Chriſt, 
whom he hath ſent for that end. So thar 
Jeſus Chriſt hath fulfilled his Miniſtra. 

tion when he hath made known the Fa. 

ther ; and then 1s the Kingdome delive- 
red up by the Son, yea,by all the Sons of 
God: when once they come to know 
God by Chriſt, they deliver up 

the Kingdome from Chriſt wnto 
God, even untothe Father, This is the 
frſtthing that is hid under this ſame 
Parable. Chriſt beares the name, but 
God doth the thing; Chriſt ſaith, 7came 
to doe the worke o him that ſent ze. God. 
ſaihuntoChrift; thou ſhall make mee 

knowne unto the world. 

But the ſecond thing that 1s hidun- 
der this Parable, is, the doing of the like 
workes in the Saint s.,2s were done in Chriſt 
Jeſus. Thisis that which they onely 
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ſee and receive,that are delivered from 
thedelufions of Antichriſt. Antichriſt 
cryesup Chriſt inthe fleſh; cryes up 
thatſameman Chritt Jeſus, that dyed 
'forour fins and roſe againefor our Ju- 
ſtijfication : but he knowes not Chriſt 
inthe Spirit; he knowes not Chriſt, and 
him crucified. 1n the Saints; He knows 
not the power of his ReſurreFion in Belie- 
vers;He knowes not the exceeding great - 
weſſe of that power which wrought in 
ChrifF , when he raiſed him from the 
dead, working in us: In both theſe re- 
ſpecs, is Chriſts Miniſtration in the 
fleſh, a ſpeaking in Parables. 

Firſt, Becauſe the Goſpell ſeemes to 
run,as though Chriſt had donethis and 
that forus, whereas indeed it was God- 
 inChriſt; God was in Chrift reconciling 
the world to himſelfe, 2 Cor.” 5. before 
end. And whereas the Goſpell ſeemes 
to deliver tous a Hiifory onely of what 
Chriſt Jeſus hath done for us 1n the 
fleſh; It doth indeed hold forth the 


Model &7lat form of that ſalvation that 
1S 


ofthe Father andof Chriſt. 4x 


15 carried on in theſpirit, and 1s reveal 
edin the. breaſts of the Saints; I fays 
that 1s wrought and revealed ks 
tably and agreeably to all tholeſteps 
and ſtages, to all thoſe potnts and pert» 
ods you {hall finde in the Letter. The 
ſame things are done. in: the Saintsan 
the Spirit, that weredone in, and upon 
Chriſtinthefleſh, zi 
And nowthat I have opened this point 
unto you;” nd ox requireany reaſon for 
it, why God did ſpeak tous 1n a Para- 


| ble, and why he ſhewesus things as ma. 


glaſſe;why he ſhews us rather the Image 
ofthings, then the things themſelves; 1t; 
is becauſe of onr weakneſle;it is becauſe 
of our childiſhneſle. It was the manner. 


of the Heathen to put wiſdom.into Pa-; 
-ables, to put their wiſe Obſervations. 
into fables, into pleaſant tales, and'ſho-: 


| Ties, fortheſetwo reaſons. 


Firſt, Thatthey might hide wiſdom 


from the Yulgar. 


2.T hat they might the better 7/12uate, 


it into their Children, and thoſe that 
WETE INgenIOus. And 


it 
| 
4 
Ay 
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- Andtheſe two Reaſons may begi- 
ven, why God teaches the world by Pa- 
rables : It 1s for their weakneſle take; 
Itistotakethem and leade them by the 
hand , to ſpeake to them in childiſh 
#Þings, 1 things within their own ſphere 
andunderſtanding. So God hath done 
tousinthefleſh of Chriſt, You will be- 
lievea man loves you, if he will dye tor 
ou; you will believe a Creditor will 
reconciled to you , 1f he pay the debt 
himfelfe : Why, behold thus doth Gad 
fattsfie man. 

"2. Rea. God doth this to hide theſe 
things from the prophanc of the world - 
1 thanke thee O Father, Lord of Heaven 
and Earth, that thou haſt hid theſe things 

912 the wiſe, and haſt revealed theme unto 
babes, &c. And thereforeit you obſerve 
it, Chriſt lid commonly ſpeaketo the 


Multitude in Parables; they had Para-- 


bleupon Parable, they had rindeupon 
rinde, oneſhell upon another, that they 
could not eafily come to the kernell. 
And the Reaſon is this,that wicked and 

prophane 


TY AN - A@At — PII 


—rr———— 


EMWMEWCTS_ wo... 


Es, 
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 prophane men tnay ſcoffe and jeere at 
the Letter and Parable, but God doth ,4 
keep the truth from that contempt and _ 
obloquie. The ontward Conrt is given //- 
to the Gentzles to be troddex down:Cod | 
makesnot much matter of it ; men may 
tread downe ontward formes, and God 
may let them prophanethem; but there 
15a place where none come that defile, 
and that !sthe Spirit, the truth, a5 it 55 ins 
y: #5 : Gods Truth 1s Himfelfe. Wee 
now that precious things have cove- 
' ring upon covering, they have lappings 

| otic upon another: Jewels have Caskets 

to put them 1m; though the Casket fall”. 
Intothedirt, yet the Jewels will be kept 
cleane. Soprophane and wicked men 
| may preach andreceive the Goſpell in 

a Parable, inthe outward Letter. Bu# 
| (faith God) what haſt thou to doe to take 
my word in thy month? the word 1n the | 
'$pirir; forit is that hidden wiſedome that . = 
3s prepared for our glory; as the Apoſtle 

| faith, 1 Cor, 2. 

| Nuwallthellſe of this pointT ſhall' Uſe. | 
make 


Sometbing of the Myferie, 
make to you, is this; todelireyou to | 
looke into your ſelves, whether you 
know any morethen Parables; whether 
you can doe any more then ſay over. 


Parables. 
Examine your ſelves by thoſe two 


things ſpoken of before. Doe you dil- 
cerne God under the forme of the man | 
Chriſt Jelus? Doe you ſee God coming | 
forth unto you in Chriſt? And then do | 
u findethe Goſpell to be realized in- 
your hearts and ſpirits? Doe you finde 
theſetranſations to be tranſated over 
againeinyou? Thedeath of Chriſt in | 
you? Theliteof Chriſt in you? The 
Reſurre&tion of Chriſt in you ? | 
. Nowatfurther thing I atmeat, 1s . 
this, and thiseſpecially; The plaine 
ſhewing ofthe Father by the Spirit, Hi- 
therto have I ſpoken to you in Parables; the | 
time cometh when I will ſp:ake ns more to 


you in Parables, but will ſhew you plainely 


-- 0bjeF of Divine Diſcoveries, and that 


#f the Father. 
I ſhall onely ſpeak,at this time,of the 


'1Is 


| oftheFather andof Chriſt. TY 


is the Father; The time cometh that I 
will ſhew you plainly of the Father: So that 
"the point 15this. 
Thatthe adequate Object (or the 
whole & entire Object) of divine Dil- 
| coverles, 1stheDiſcovery ofthe Father 
| unto us. 
+ Thisour Saviour plainly intimates 
' | Here, 1n ſaying; The time comes that 'T 
will ſhew you plainly of the Father. For if 
| there had beeneany thing elſe thatth 
- | had needed to have knowne, he would 
have mentioned that alſo; 1hzs 3s life 
eternal! ({aith Chriſt, Johy 17.3.)to know 
thee the onely true God, and Jeſus ChrisF 
| whom thou haſt ſent 5 to know thee by 
Jeſus Chriſt whum thou haſt ſent; asTI 
| told you before, for wecannot know 
| theFatherbut by Chriſt. 
| Butmore particularly and expreſly 
in John 14.8. ſaith Philip there; Lord 
ſhew ws the Father , and it ſufficeth us, 
| Pray marke: As Pil ate.and Balaam,and 
_ the High Prieſts, and other wicked 
" men, many times ſpake ſuch ha 
tnat 


x 
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that they knew not all that was in what 
they ipake, So doth Philip here; he 
ſpeakes more truth, then he is aware; 
8hew ws the Father, and it ſufficeth ws;1t is 
moſt true, and Chriſt never contradicts 
him; he neyer ſayes no, it would not 
ſuffice to know the Father. The Father 
is the whole obje& of divine Diſcove- 
ries. The Fathers love and the Fathers 
perſon. The Fathers Love; as in the6. 
of John 29, This js the will of him that 
ſent zee, that of allthoſe he hath given 
me, I ſhould loſenone. The Fathers Per 


Jon; No man hath ſeenc God at any times, © 
the onely begotten Son. in the boſome of the 


Father. he hath declared hi. 


This then T ſay; That which was the 


ſcope of Chriſts coming downe from 
Heaven , muſt needesbe theadequate 
ſcope of the Goſpell: But to declare the 
Father, was the ſcopeof Chriſts coming 


downe from Heaven :; to declare the 


Fathers Perſon, as well as the Fathers 


Love. Therefore he 1s called the expreſſe 
Image of his Perſon : God did not Gas 
| tac 


| Himſclfe. God as he is, this isthe Fa- Seecty 
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the {rage of his Perſon, but that wee 
ſhould know his Perſon by that Image. 
Many take up the Image and the Pi- 
ure, and they never know the Perſons 
as when they take up Chriſt in theflleſh, 
and reſt in that; for indeed Chriſt in 
the Spirit 15oneand the ſame with the 
Father ; Knoweit thou not that I ame in 
the Father and the Father in me? asChrift | 
diſcourſeth in that 14.of Joh. g, 10, 11. 
Have I beene ſo long time with you? And / 
haft thou not ſeen me Philip? He that hath 
ſeene me,hath ſeene the Father. And there- 
fore are thole expreſſions in Scripture, 
of believing in God by Chriſt,and coming. 
to God by Him,and through Hirn: Jeſus 
Chriſt Himſelf in thefleſh, is but a form 
jn which the Father doth prob bim- 
ſ{elfe unto theworld. {-m; {,* Dj _ L 
But what is the Father, will youTay? 


# | 


mw 

Anſ.The Father here is God in 4 . 
ſelfe. bringing forth all things within! 
Himſelfe, poſſeſſing all things within} 


ther ; you know that is the = ——_ 
0 


0, 


Something of the Myſtery 
ofthe Saints toſee God as he is; Jeſus 
Chrilt,and all that God is to man 1n Je- 
ſus Chriſt, it isto him ina deſcending 
forme, or in a condeſcending forme; 
Righteouſnefle is ſuch a forme, Sancti- 
fication js ſuch a forme, Redemption 
1s ſuch a forme; All theſe are but formes 
in which God deſcends untous ; they 
arenot God Himſelfe as he 1s. And 
there ſhall come a time when theſe 
formes {hall vaniſh, when as the Saints 
ſball keare no moreof Righteouſnelle, 
or of Sanctification ; for Righteoul- 
neſle what is it, but a relative word that 
relates to ſin? when (in ſhall beno more, 
righteouſneſle ſhall be no more; San- 
aification 18a relative word, that ſ1gni- 
fies peculiarity and ſeparation. This 
referres to common things, and unclean 
things;- but when there ſhall be no un- 
cleane nor common thing, but God ſhal 
beallinall, andall things ſhall bein a 
formeor appearance, ſutable to rhe 


 formewherein they werein God, then 


thenotion of Sanftitication ſhall ceaſe: 
v0 
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Sothen the Father 1s the journies end 
of a Chriſtian. That which is firſt is laſt, 
and that which 1s Jaſt was firſt: The 
Father is firſt ofall. Ther: wasa time 
when God lived qnely in Himfelte, and 
pollcfied all things in a divineformein 
Hunſelfe. His owne Ciety was his Hea« 
ven, and was all unto him. The time 
cometh, when theſe things that had 
brought forth in a diſtin&tion from 
God 1n proper being of their owne (hal 
be returned and marryed to him, and 
united to that Originall whence they 
ſprang, and livein his life, and ſhine m 
his glory. And ſo tne Father, who 1s 
the firſt, ſhall be the laſt alſo. The end 
mult finde the beginning; as the yeare 
1s deſcribed to you, by ſuch an embleme 
of a Snake, taking his tay1in his mouth, 
the end runnitip-mmto the beginning; all 
things came from God,” and Cod by all 
things ſhewes Himlſclfe, All things are 
Picuresand Emblemsof God, ande- | 
ſpecially Chriſt Jeſus ; -and the Saints 
they 'ſhew- forth the virtues and the 
F praiſes 
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pralles of God. Butall theſe things they 
mult, they doe wheele about, untill the 
end duth findethe beginning, and ſo 
God ſhall be all in all: When God hath 
made knowne himſclteby his Son unto 
the Saints, then ſhall God ceaſe admi- 
niſtring any longer to the world, as he 
hath done by our fleſh, and by the man 
Chriſt Jeſus; but God Himſelfe ſhall 
beall in all. Sothat by the Father here 
I mean not a Perſon in the Trinity, but 
Tather the whole Trinity conſidered el- 
{entially and originally, as containing 
In them that ſtate and po of 
| things which was their firſt and Origji- 
pall glory ; which is ſaid in Scripture 
to boethe forme of God, and which this 
preſent ſtateand appearance waits to be 
cloathed withall , and to be ſwallowed 
ap 1n,ſo as to ſubſiſt,a& and live1nthat, 
3nd not in their owne being; yet their 
ewne not tobe deſtroyed by this, nor 
mixed or confounded by this, but cloa- 
thed upon with this; and ſo of Chriit 
it is ſaid, that he ſhall come inthe glory 
0 
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of the Father : Chriſt is not deſtroyed, 
but is {t1]l, and keeps his diſtinct being, 
but this being lives, afts and appeares 
in the Glory of the Father. 

Now1it you agkemee the Reaſonof 
this: why, 1s itnotall theReaſon in Reaſ, 
the world , that God ſhould onely be, 
and onely appeare, and onely be glort- 
fred? Hemay lend his glory toratime, 
and may lend his namefor atimeunto 
others,that they may make him known 
unto the world; as a King may lend his ( 
Kingly Honour to ſome Lieutenant 
in another Country (as ſnppole in Ire+ 
land) that ſothat Country may becon« 
quered for him, and Governed for 
him 3 but when it 1s done, we know all 
derivative power and authority, and 
names whatſoever, doe yield up to 
thoſe from whom they receive their 
Commiſtion , when they have done. 
that for which they had their Commil- 
Gon; and ſo it is in this caſe. 

To apply this ſametruth, [ deſire you 
in the fearcof PRIN to miſtake me, Uſe 

2 


nor 
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nor wiltully to pervert what I ſay. Let 
us take heed ot Idolizing even the hu- 
manity of Jeſus Chriſt Rimſelfe; of I- 
Aoling his doingsorhis ſufferings; We 
leeGod through theſe doings and ſut- 
ferings of Jeſus Chriſt for us,as through 
a Glaſle; but it 15no Blaſphemy to ſay, 
that a Believer may come to ſee a Love 
of God borne unto him, above and be- 
fcrethe maniteſtation of itin the futfe- 
rings of Jeſus Chriſt. He may ſee it in 
God Himſelfe, though by Chriſt. Doe 
notthinke you know ſo much as you 
need to know, and as much as is the in- 
rereſtof your life & happines toknow, 
m knowing the fleſh ofChritſt, m know-= 
Ing:the man, Chriſt Jeſus; for unleſſe 
X tou knowGod i in his appearanceunder 
thatform, you miſtake Chriſt, & make 
him an Ido): 7 am nothing (faith Chriſt) 
the fleſh profits nothing; He that ſends, is 
greater then he that js ſent. Chriſt faith 
ſo himſclfe: If God' be greater thtn 
Chrift,then Chriſt himſelfe 1s but a Me- 


' dium, frough which you cometobe 
"S hs acquainted 
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acquainted with God, and in which 
ou mult not relt:There isno compari- 
{on between that which isf:2ite ard that 
which 1s ;n/inrte It ſo be thatChriſthim- 
ſel&;itthe man Chriſt 'Jeſ#s were eternall 
life he would not have laid; he Father 
zs greater then I. No. to know the Father 
by Christ 1s eternal life. Take heed of be- 
ingottended, when you ſhall hear ſuch 
like Dottrine as this; that the (atferings 
of Jelus Chriſt in the fleſh tor us, were, 
as1t were, but a Parable in w hich God 
ſpake tous; and that Gods Heart was 
not ſet upon the very having of alittle 
bloud for theſinnes of his people; but 
that herein he premeditatedly, (if wee 
lookeupon it in the Original contrives 
ance) would commend his love to us;8 
herein (if werelatetothe lapſed eſtate of 
man) heconliders us poor creatures,asSWE 
are,& ſpeaks to our childiſh nes & weake 
8. :who being made under fuch a Law, 
& having incurred the curſe, could not 
ſee how there could bea reconciliation 


without bloud-ſhedding, Benot offen- 
pF 3. ded, 


J 
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ded, when as you heare that there is a 
greater worke done, by the Spirit, in 
the Saints, then was theofferingup the 
fleſh of Chriſt - That there 1s a greater 
Sacrificeoffered up to God, when as the 
old Adam; mans owneRighteouſneſſe 
and Strength 1s crucified, and is offered 
upunto God; I fay, a greater Sacrifice, 
then the very ſacrificing of the fleſh of 
Chriſthimſelfe; that is, if you take the 
Sacrifice of Chriſt without the Myſte- 
ry; forthat Sacrifice was indeed the 
root, as well as the figure of this ſame 
Sacrifice. 
2. Andintheſecond place; If ſobe 
ounced to be warned of Idolizing the 
lmerk of Jeſus Chriſt ; we had 
thenneed to warne you of Idolizing 0- 
ther formes. 

Therearetwo ſorts of formes, where- 
im God appearesto the world; There1s 
the Humanity of Chriſt , which 1s the 
firſt and the Higheſt, and the moſt1m- 
mediate Form and Appearance of God; 
4nd there are Ordinancesin which God 
appeares, 


2 


ofthe Father and of Chriſ, 5 


appeares, as1t were at theſecond hand, 
and by reflex1on; as when the Sun ap- 
res in theRain-bow, or when it 
makes another Sun like it ſelfe in a wa« 
trycloud, which 1s, but the Sun by re- 
flexion; ſo Ordinances are but the ſha- 
dow, as it were,of the Image; Chrilt is | 

theImage of the Fathers Perſon, (he1s 
but the Image, ncither) but the Ordi- 
nances are but ſhadowes of the mage ; 
therfore take heed of Idolizing forms 
your intercſt lyes in knowing theFa- 
ther, notin knowing any forme what- 
ſoever; and take hced of cenſuring and | 
judging ſpiritual! diſcoveries. Thoſe 
that ſhould have told the Diſciples,that 
there was a better thimg then the pre- 
{enceoft Chriſt with them in the fleth ; 
certainly they would havegiven much 
offence tothem : Take heed of being 
offended, 1f we ſay, there 1sa higher 
thing then Ordinances, then faſting, 
chen praying, yea, we may ſay, there is 
2 higher thing then believing, and thar 
is ſeeing the Father , and knowing the 
F 4 Father 


omething of the /VIyſtery 

Father without a forme, manifeſting 
and revealing himlelfe in his owne im- 
mediate lighc. Now this I deſire youto 
wait forand i{ceke for, and to prelleto- 
wards this point, and that for theſe 
Reaſons. 

I. Becauſe every forme hath weak- 
eſſe in 1t, and therefore you cannot reſt 
inthe knowing God 1n a forme, 

2, Every forme hath ſome »nlike- 
eſſe in 1t, which comes to paſſethrough 
our miſtake: and certainly your great 
Clerkes do 1o criticize upon the Letter 
of the Scripture, that they are by the 
Eetter many times led out of the way, 


and from the minde of the ſpirit, and 


thoſethat look upon Chriſt, and calcu- 
Jate all the actions and ſufferings of 
Chriſt with an eye of Reaſon, What a 
ſtrangething do they make of the Gol- 
ſpell? They make it a notionall thing. 
Every forme hath weakneſle, and an 
unlikeneſle in it 5 you will never ſee 
God as he 3s, till you ſee him without 
a forme, till you ſee him in Himſelfe, 
| 2. 
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. I ſhall ſhew you what areſume 

of the aCtings of that ſtate of Belie-. 
vers, When they ſhall come to bee 
paſt tormes, Chriſt tels you ſome of 
them here, John 16. 1n that day (ſaith 
Chriſt ) you ſhall acke mee nothing : | 
There 1s one; Fut what then? What-- 
ſoever you ſhall aske the Father in my: 
name, he will give it you; This 1s ano-" 
ther, This is a Believer that 1s come: 
out of a forme, that is gone beyond; 
this forme, when he goes to Cod, 
notinthename of an outward Med1a-. 
tor onely , but he goes to God in the: 
{ame Spirit, inthat inward undtion that - 


1supon him; for thatI conceive Chriſt 


meaneth here; whatſoever yee ſhal ask + 
the Father 1n my name. Now every Be- | 
liever hath the name of Chriſt upon 
him, and bath the ame of the new Jeru- 
ſalemupon him , and hath the new name 
upon him ; his name 1s the Chriſt of : 
God, the anoynted of God; theanoin-= 
ting that is upon you ſhall teach 


you all things ; now then isthat man ; 
paſt 


 Q 
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paſt formesthat goes to God, as Chriſt 
himſelfe would goetothe Father, if he 
were indiftrefie. He goes in the ſame 
unctionthat was powred upon Chrilt 
Jefus : Sohe doth not formally make 
ule of thenameof Chriſt, as a man 
would utethename of ſome great man, 
and ſay; I belcech you Sir, that yon 
would, doe this favour for me, for fuch 
a ones ſake, but he goes to God, as a wo- 
man comes in her husbandsname,right 
or intereſt, to a great King, herhusband 
being a Favorieof that King; the wo- 
man doth not make uſe of anothers 
name, bur ſhe makes knowne to the 
King what the is, and under what rela- 
tion the ſtands; and fo doth a Sainr 


y [a come in the ſame anointing of Jefns 


Chriſt to the Father ; for God in rai- 


i ſmg up Chriſt, doth ſhew,to us that he 


will ratſeup all chatare his, asheraifed 
upthe man Chriſt Jeſus; not raiſe them 
out of the graveof earth onely, but out 
of the grave of Selfe, out of that ſame 
baſebeing they had in Selte, and cor- 


ruption, 
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0 iy - ho "_ af Pool I 
ruption, unto that glorious being in 
God | 


4- Andthen another thing is this; 4# 
that day you ſhall aske in my name, and1 
ſay not unto you,that 1will pray the Fathey 
for you, for the Father himſelfe loves you. 
Alas, while weare weak, we know not 
the LoveoftheFathertous, butthinke 
that Chriſt Jefus doth procure the Love 
of the Father, whereas Chriſt doth but 
manifeſt and declare the Love of the 
Father; and therefore ſaith Chriſt; 7 ſap 
wot, that Twill pray for yon, forthe Fathes 
himſelfe loves you. 

Now having exhorted you to cot 
tend towards the knowing of the Fa= 
ther, and living in the Father, and not 
living in any forme, (for all formesare 
to ceaſe, formes are not our perfe&tions 
The Sabbath was made for man , and 
not man for the Sabbath.) Let megive 
youthis caution. Let no man think 
thereisnouſeof Chriſt , and no uſeo 
Preaching , of Ordinances, of Prayer, 
&c. No, this cannot be inferred from 


the 


Jos, 


Somethino of the: ly 


theDoctrine: This onely may bein- 
ferred, thatthis 1snot that glorious reſt 
wherea Chriſtian isto fit down; formes 
arebut helpes, but God doth by formes 
bring us to know himſelfe without a 
forme; and no man knowsthe Father, 
but he that knows him by Chriſt whom 
he did ſend, therefore you cannot caſt 
ow thoſe tormes: The Scriptures will 
laſtſolong asthere1s ought of them to 
be fulfilled. But that which we are con- 
tending toward, inall theſemeanes, is 
theknowing of the Father,and then we 
ſhall ſee that ſimplicity and unity that 
1s1nthe truth; then weſhall ſee all thoſe 


then we ſhall ſee that all thoſe things of 
Chriſt nan; - wt" dying,and ſuffering 
forus, were but Parables. 
_ !. Nowthisisthe ſum of the Goſpell, 
that God loves Believers, and is their 
R ighteouſneſle and their ſtrength; and 
Eove, andFaith, and All, notthusre- 
ſolved into the Father, .is but a Parable 


that doth cloud the Father: They were 
9 > mn 
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knotslooſed, and darke wayes opened; 


en CCC 
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not ordained to cloud the Father, but 
they doethrough our weakneſle cloud 


the Father from us: They were ordains 


ed, that they might inlinuateand con= 
vey, according to our capacities, the 
knowledge of the Father, into us; but 
asI fad before, inall formes there is 
weakneſle; and formes ſhall be donea- 
Way, as time haſtensto be no more, and 


then God ſhall be Alli In All. 
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ay HN 17.19. 

And for their ſakes I ſandify my ſelfe, 
= they might be ſan@ified nr 
| theTruth, 


; Heſewords are an exforce- 
* went of that Petition 
which Chriſt putup for 
his Diſciples, and for all 
Believers to the end 
of the world ; that Peti- 
tion you have in the 17. verſe, Sandifie 
them through thy truth, thy word is truth. 
The 


Thelrmh at is, &c. 


TheReaſon by which Chriſt enfor- 
ces this Petition, followes immediatly. 
As thou haſt ſent me into the world, ſo 
have I ſent them into the world. Andther= 
fore Father (faith he) ſanGifie them 
through thy truth, as if he ſhould ſay; 
Behold , they are ſent out into the 
world, as I wasſent out intothe world; 
they areſent out into a ſinfu/world, in- 
toalewdand wicked world; they are 
{ent forth upon the ſame errand and de- 
ligne that Tam ſent 1nto the world, vis. 
to ſhew forth the virtues and praiſecof 
God; andtherefore f anFtifie them (faith 
he) through thy Truth, thy word is Truth; 


And for their ſakes I ſanFifie my ſelſe, 
Cc. 


2. Here is a further Enforcement of 
his Requeſt : The meaning of itT ſhall 
give ina Paraphraſe; It ts as much asif 
Chriſt had ſaid, behold my SanQifica- 
tion is levelled at their SanCtification; 
their Santification is the exd, and my 
Sandtification is but the meanes: Itis for 
their ſakes that I ſanGtifie my lelfe; _ 

| c 
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that they may be ſanCtified : My owne 
ſanCtifying of my ſelfe isnot for my 
owne lake, itis for their ſakes; and 
therefore I loſe my end in all that I do, 
Jloſe my end in dying and ſuffering, if 
they benot ſanGtiftied. Thar's the ſcope 
of the words 1n generall. . Now wee 
come to open them particularly to 
-you. y | 

- 1; What 1s-meant by this ſame ſar- 
Hifjing , tortheir ſakes. ſanFifie my 
ſelte Was Jeſus Chriſt co92420% or un- 


'cleane, that he ſpeakes hereof being . 


danQtifed? Had Jeſus Chriſt any fin in 
him that need to be removed, that he ' 
ſpeaks hereof being ſanditicd? No, 


there was nolin inhim, neither was 


*thereany gnile found in bis mouth; and 


yet Jeſus Chriſt is ſaid to be ſanctified, 
not onely in this place, but in other pla- 


.ces, as Heb. 2. He that ſan@Gifieth,and they | 


that are ſan{tified are all one, ſatth the An 
poſtle, when he ſpeaks of Chriſt that | 


 -did \andtifie himſelfe. 


Therctore,it isneedfull to ſhew you, | 
E what 


as it 1s in Feſus. 
what is that ſanifying of Chriſt that 
he meaneth here; what 1t was, and by 
what 1t was. 

Firſt, it may be taken either particn- 
larly, for the ſanctifying of himſelfe by . 
hisCrof,by offering up himſelf: There- 
by he did ſanfify himſelfe, by offering 
up himſelfe ; he was crucihied 1n the 
fleſp, that he might liveunto God in 
the ſpirit : Chritt did lay downe the 
glory ofthe firit Adam, in which he did 
appeare abfoluteand compleate detore. 
his ſufferings, but he laid downe that 
glory and that rightcoulſneſle, he laid 
downe that ſame body of his, that ſo 
he might be renewed againe In the G/o- 
ry of the Father. 

2: Orclſe ſecondly, this fame San- 
crfication may be meant of the whole 
tranſaction of Chriſt in the fleſh. as well 
of the death of Jeſus Chritt, It may be 
meant of all that befell hinyfrom' his 
Cradl2to his Croſſe; of all that was done 
in him, or done by hi», or done upon 
him: All this was the ſanCtitving of-+ 

G Chrilts 


” 
| | 


'N 


Ve 1 THIE 
Chriſt; And 1t is calleda making of 


him perfeF. It became him, for whow 
are all things, and by whom are all things, 
to make the Captaine of our ſalvation per- 
fe# ihrough ſufferings. 

And ſo by temptation he was made 
perteſt, as well as by his Croſſe ; and ſo 
SanCtification here may be as much as 
Qualification; this did qualify Chriſt 
forthe end for which he was deligned 
and ordained: which end was to re- 
vealethe Grace of the Father, and the 
ſalvation of man, 1n and bythat grace 
and all that was done unto Chriſt, it 
Wwasa _——_ of h1m,or a compleat- 
ing of him, thus to be the Author and the 
finiſher of our faiths tobe a compleat 
type and pattern, and a compleat Cove- 
nant and Witneſſe to us. 


Now having explained thoſe words; 


For their ſakes I ſanGifie my ſelfes there 
1s but one word more that needs to be 
explained, and that 1s, thy Truth ; For 
their ſakes T ſan@ifie my ſelfe, that they 
might be ſandified through the T: _ 

es What 


net I nn gg 
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What 1s meant by this word, thy Truth? 
Thisſame word here, thy Truth, is 
a relative word, andI concelve it may 
relate tothis ſame Type, Pattern, Image 
or Repreſentation. Theſe two, you 
know, aremembers of a diſtinction , 
Image and Truth, Shadow and Truth.So 
the Truth, 1n this place, you areto 
underſtand that which anſwers unto 
the ſhadow, Type, or Repreſentation. 
And 1o you have the meaning of 
theſe words. Thus ſaith Chriſt; There- 
foream I come into the world, and 
have done and ſuffered thele things be- 
forethe eyes of men, to the end, that the 
likethings may be done intheſpirit, in 
all my members, whereof I havecxhi- 
ted tothe world, a ap and deſcription 
in my owne body and perſon: For their 


ſakes TſanFifie my ſelfe, that they . might 


be ſandified through the truth. 
So then, you may obſerve theſe 
thingsout of the words. | 
1. ThatSanGtification 1sa Jargeno« 
tion in Scripture; I ſay its alargenotÞ 
G2 ON 
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on; forthe — our Saviour, 


ſpeakin of his ſandtifying himſclte, 
and of tis members being lanCtified, 1s 
not to defix the thoughts and a ppre- 
henfionsof the hearers, unto that ſame 
grace which we commonly call SanCt1- 
fication, 1n diſtinction from Juſtif catl- 
on; but SanCtification is that, in this 
place, that comprehends the whole 
ry of God in a Saint, which is cal- 

kde here by thename of Sandtification: ; 
even as it 1s ſaid,, By one offering hath he 
perfeFed, for ever, them that are ſanifi- 
ed. Tt were farrefrom pure Divinity, 
to' underſtand this ſame” ſanGtifying 
here, to be meant of inherent Sandifi- 
cation, onely or propetly, that 1s,of the | 
Graceof the Spirit working in us holi- 
neſle; but he hath perfected them that 
are ſandified, that is, them that are ſe- 
parated by the Fathers Love, them that 
arecalled in time, them that areled by 
the Spirit; and ſo it may comprehend 
'the whole, Election and Vocation, and 


Juſtification , and Sancification, _ 
al 


as it is in Feſus. 
all; and 'ſo weeare ſaid tobe choſen, 
through SanGification of the Spirit. But 
Tſhall not' open theſe places any fur- 
ther, 
| 2, Next obſerve, here are two San- 
ctifications : here 1s a typicall Sandi- 
fication, as I mayo ſay, and hereis a 
reall Sanctification: Here is the Sancti- 
fication of Chriſt, and hereis the San- 
Rification of his members : For their 
ſakes TſanTifie my. ſel fe, that they might 
be ſan@ified. | 

I ſhould be too long if I ſhould ob- 
ſerve all the particulars that the words 
will afford, and infiſt upon them;there- _ 
forel ſhall picke out thele two things 
onely ; and thefirſt I ſhall ſpeak ofbut 
briefly;and the ſecond is that I do chie- 
fly intend. 

The Firſt 1s this; 

That Jeſus Chriſts Sancttfication, or 
thoſe Tranſactions of Chriſt in the ... / 
fleſh, havenot their ends in themlelvs, 
but they havetheir end and fulfilling 
In UsSz | 
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Rom.5.where you may reade it at large. 


T heT ruth 


For- their ſakes I ſanFifie my ſelfe, 
that they might be ſan&#ified through the 
Truth. 

That which is for anothers ſake, 
(marke it) or forthe ſakeof another 
thing to be done,that is notto be reſted 
in it felfe; but JeſusChriſts SanQtifica- 
tion, his dying, and his rifing.it was for 
anotherthings ſake; and therefore it 
Isnotto bereſted in, norto be gloried 
in, in itfelfe; For their ſakes I ſanGifie 


axjoſe 

 Jefus Chriſt is unto his ſeed, as the 
Firſt 4d was unto his ſeed. Heis a 
commonRoot.and our ſalvation ts tran\- 


acted in him,as in a Figure; Asour de- 


{ſtruction was wrought in Adam, asin a 
Figure. Asdeſtruftion and death did 
ſeizeupon usall, ina Figure, m Adam; 
ſodoth life and falvation await us all 
(all thee/zZ) in Chriſt Jeſus. It doth de- 
{cend upon them all, as in a Fogure: for 
ſothe Apoſtle doth parallel] the Firſt 
Adamand theSecond Adam together, 


Now, 


_ — _ 


as it is in Feſus. 

Now, that Ifay theſe things were 
done ina Figure; I will give you my 
;r of 1tthus, and the proofe of it 
allo. 

Adam loſt all his by a Covenant, and 
ſo Chriſt reſtores all his by a Covenant - 
but we know that a Covenant, although 
it doth give me a title in Law unto ſuch 
or ſuch an eſtate or commodity; yet 
this ſame Covenant is not the very poſ- 
ſeſſion it ſelfe. So this ſame Covenant, 
of which Jeſus Chriſt is the Copy, asit 
were, and 1sthe common perſon with 
whom It 1s made: This Covenant gives 
our Faith the Firſt Hold, and Firſt Title, 
but it is not the very poſſceſſhon itſelfe - 
In poſſeſſion , the ſalvation it ſelfe is 
wrought, or rather revealed in us. As 
wedoe not inheritfin and death from 
the firſt 4Ja»s,meerly by Covenant, 1n 
which we were involved ; but we par- 
ticipate of the nature of Adam, and io 
wecometo have anevill conſcience; 
we have the very ſame Nature tnat A- 


dam had, and the ſame trembling con- 
'G4 (cience 
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ſcience that Adamhad : ſoin this caſe, 
we havethevery death and lite of the 


Lord Jelus working in us. 
Sothat you ſce the death and Reſur- 


| recton of Jeſus Chriſt, are not to be 


gloried 1n 1n themfelves, or asthey reſt 
3ntheman Chriſt Jeſus; but weare to 
waiteforthelike things? to be tranſacted 
inus, and upon us; And that isthenext 
thing I comeunto: For their ſakes T ſan 
ifie my ſelf, that they might be ſan&ified 
through the Truth. 
 Thisis that the Apoſtle ſaith, Fpheſ. 
4-21. If ſobethat yee have heard him, 
and have beene taught by him, as the T ruth 
3s in Jeſus; That yee put off concerning the 
ormer converſation, the old man, and be 
rezewed in the ſpirit of your minde, and 
that Jeeput on the new 11an, whic y aſter 
God is created in riehteou(neſſe , &c. 


- Where heſhewes, what the Truth is in 


Jetus; even the putting off the old man, 
andthe putting on the new man which 


1screated. &c. 


Thisisthe Tiuth; ti:s1s the worke 
in 


as it 18.11 Jeſus. 
in theSpirit, done in every Believer, 
conforme to that worke wrought in 


Chriſtin the fleſh. This isour ( anCify- 
ing through the Truth ;- and fo you 


have the Apoſtle holding forth the 


* Saints ſuffering, from Chriſts example, 
astheS1gnitication or Token of their 
ſalvation, » Pet. 2. 25. Even hereunto 
were yes called, becauſe Chriſt ſuffered for 
5, leaving #5 an example, &c Mark yee, 

Jeſus Chriſtis ourexample: Chriſt in 
thefleſh; and what was donein him 
in a Viſible way 1n the fleſh , that 1s 
wrought in us inan inviſible way in 
the ſpirit; astis ſa1d, 1 Pet. 4. 1. Foraſ- 
much as Chriſt hath ſuffered for us in the 

fleſh, let us arme our ſelves with the ſame 
minde: for he that hath ſuffered in the 

fleſh hath ceaſed from ſin. Markeit here : 

The Apoſtle doth not ſay we haveceal- 
ed from fin, by Chritſts ſufferings in the 
fleſh for us , but he doth admoniſh us 
here of a perſonall ſuffering, 1t we 
would ceaſe from fin. 

What this ſame ſuffering in theflefh 
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is, I ſhall tell you1n a few words. It is 
to haveourlife in the fleſh extinguiſht; 
that,as the Apoſtle ſaith, 7 ve, yet not 7, 
but Chriſt l:veth in me : It 1s to krow no- 
thing by our ſelves : This1s to ſuffer in 
the fleſh; as the Apoſtle ſayes, I know 
nothing by my ſel fe; He did not a&t at all. 
Tobedead unto theLaw, and to be 
dead in our firſt relation unto God:thi 

1s theſuffering in the fleſh. | 

Weare firſt in the relation of Merce- 
zaries, by the Covenant of Workes, and 
have akindeof ſtock of our owne to 
trade withall : Now to fuffer in the ' 
fleſh, 1sto caſt away all confidence of | 
our owne, that may ariſe by our tra- 
ding with our owae ſtock, to deſpaire 
of our abilities, and to ſee our ſelves a- 
bleto.doe nothing, For while we ape in 
the fleſh, the motions of ſin which are by 
the law, doe work in our members to bring 
forth ſruit nnto death. 

Iwill give you one more Scripture 
toprovethis, and thart1s; Eph. 1. 17. 
wherethe Apoſtleprayesthus for the 

2 Ephe- 


as it is in Feſus. 
Epheſians : That the God of our Lord Je-- 


fas Christ, the Father of glory, may give 


unto you the ſpirit of wiſedome and reve- 


. lation in the knowledge of him the eyes of 


your underſtandings being enlightened, 
that yee may ſee what is the hope of his cal= 
ting. Andat the 19. verſe, That you may 
know what is the exceeding greatneſſe of 
his power which he wrought in Chriſt Jeſus 
when he raiſed him from the dead. 
mark 1t; The Apoſtle doth direaly 
andexprefly aſſert, that there is: the 
working of the ſame mighty power in: 
Believers, that wroughtin Chriſt wherr 
God raiſed him from the dead. And 


' the Apoltle-Row. 8. ſfatthin generall; 


That as many as God did forehnow, he did 
prede5tinare to be conformed to the Image 
of his Son; Thatis, God did predeſtt- 
nate them to be carried onthe ſame 
ay that Chriſt was, and fo the ſame 
things to bedone 1n them , that were 
done 1n_ þtm. 
There is onely cneObjeftion that 
I ſhall anſwer before I come to the Ap- 
plication 
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 . plication of the point; and that is in | 
Col. 2. 11. Inwhom alſo yee are circumci- 
ſed with the circumciſton made without 
hands.in putting off the body of ſinnes of 
the fleſh by the Circumciſion of Chriſt. 
 Herelyes the 0bje&ion, if lo be wee 
are circumciſed iz Chriſt : If all Belie- 
versare circumciſed in him at once; as 
this Scriptureſcemes to hold forth, by 
the putting offthat ſame body of his, by 
that very circumciſion of his: Why 
then, you will ſay , our Sanctification | 
tarries not for the appearance of the 
like things in us. | 

I confeſle this Objection lies plain, in 
porance againſt what hath beene 

en. 

But I ſhall anſwer to you thus , and 
ſhew you how we are circumciſed 1m 
Chriſt by his circumciſion; and how 
(thatnotwithſtanding) weare tobea- 
cually and perſonally by the circumct- | 
_ ofthe Spirit,and by reall circymci- | 
10n. | 


3. Firſt, then we are circumciſed þ 
in 


1 


as it is in Feſus. 
In Chriſt federally, as 1n our root and 
common perſon ; we arento God Cir 
cumciſed in Chriſt, as in a Figure. Pray 
mark it, its, I ſay,asin a Figure: for thus 
wearetolookeupon Jeſus Chriſt ; not 
as one that came to excuſe the 0/d max 
from dying. or to ſet us upin a ſtate of 
ſalvation without working any thing 
within us: Nay, he came toreveal the 
Kingdomeof God within us, and ſet it 
up within us; but he firſt gaveus a pat- 
tern of the Kingdome, and firſt tranſa- 
Qed all our ſalvation in a Figure, be- 


fore he tranſa#ed it within us by the 


Spirit; and this trayſa#ing our falvati- 
on without us in a Fiexre, beares its uſe 
and proportion towards the ctfecting 
of the worke of Sanctification with- 
in us by the Spirit. - For thus God 
hath hereby caught x# by gnile, (asT may 


. ſoſpeake) Even as when we ſtood 1n 4- 


dam, Adam falling caſt us all down : $0 
now, God he comes and revcales afe- 
cond Adam, and this ſame ſecond Adarne 
God ſets up as our common root,repre- 
{cnting 


. - 
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ſentingusall; and this isthat new Co- 
venant that God proclaimes from hea- 
ven. Lookewhat1s the fate of the ſe- 
cond Adam, that ſhall be thefate of all | 
theſeed; ithe ſtand, all ſhall ſtand; if 
he fall, they ſhall all fall, Now Jeſus 
Chriſt comes and ſtands in our ſtead, 
and wasmadeunder the Law , he dyes 
and ſuffers, goes away in the fleſh, fut- 
fers mthefleſh, and is not overcome 
death or Hell, or the paines of death, 
but riſes againe. Here's our ſalvation 
tranſaFed in aFigure,and ſet before us: 
As1t did fare with Chriſt, ſo it ſhal fare | 
with us; weſhall as certainly come to | 
glory. as hedid. Here isthe Type, here 
15the OriginallPattern, here 1s the fore- 
runner, heres the draught or copy of 
the Cevenant written in broad CBara- 
Gers upon the perſon of Jeſus Chriſt. 
Thisis theuſeof Chriſts dying, and ſuf- 
fering, and ſan@ifying himſelfe; and ſo ' 
we are ſaid tobe ſan@#ified in him, as 
our root, repreſenting us. What pro- 
portion this bearcs tothe traxſatjing of | 
OUr 
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a it is in Feſus. 

our ſalvation within us, isthis. Hereby 
we are brought to God; hereby our weak, 
| bands arelijtedup, and our feeble knees 
|, are ſtrengthened; Hereby wearecaught 
|  (asit were) with guile, and God doth 
| hold forth our ſalvation, as in a Para- 
|| ble, tous- But if ſo be the workereſt 
; | here(let us ſuppoſe an impoſlibility, ) 
, | wearebutinanillcondition, if webe 
not circumeited alſo together with 
Chriſt, really by the ſpirit,as well as cir= 
| cumciſed in Chriſt fexderally and typi- 
| | cally, andrepreſentatively; it willgoe 
; | butill withus. 

| _ Wemay ſee what is to be done by 
» | looking upon the Hiſtory of Chriſt;but 
. | till we findethe ſame things done in us 
f | inthe myſtery in ſome meaſure, wee 
. | can Favelittle comfort : Wee may ce 
. } the endoftheLord with us, even the 
: | ſame end he made with Chriſt Jeſus; 
» | but we muſt follow his ſteps alſo,asthe 
s | Apoſtle Peter ſaith; He hath left ws an 
n. | example. that we ſhould follow his Steps. 
f| 1. Nowtheuſe I ſhall make of this, 
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is to confirme that Doctrine have for- 
merly deliveredto you; that Doctrine 
that needs confirming againe, and that 
need be whetted upon us, becauſe wee 
arecxceeding dull of hearing ſpirituall 
truths; the Doctrine is this,namely- 

That the whole Hiſtory of Chriſt 
w1ll profit you nothing,nor all that you 
know, except you finde experimental- 
ly the ſame things done in you by the 
Spirit. 

[ defire to commend this Doctrine 
to you againeand againe; That the Hi- 
ſtory of the Goſpel! 1s but a Parable (as 
It were) that holds forth to us the ſtory 
of things done, and not onely ſo, but 
holds forth a glafle of things to be done 
by theſpirit within us. | 

I beſeech you therefore benot offen- 
ded, when as we ſay, that Chriſt accor- 
ding tothe Hiſtory of him onely , and 
according to his Miniſtration im the 


fleſb. is but a forme in which God doth | 


appearetous, and in which God doth 


giveusa Mapofſalvation. Thou _ 
c 


as 1's m Tefus. 
eſt it not tobe thy reall ſalvation, ex- 
cept it be revealed within thee by the 
Spirit. ' Jeſus Chriſt is called the Image 
of the Inviſibl= God : Ged comes forth 
to be ſeen inthe fleſh of Chriſt, as in an 
Image, as ma Repreſentation; it is not 
the naked appearaticeof God, but it is 
an Imageot Cod. Now wee know the 
Image ſerves in the abſence of theltve- 
ly face ofthe living Perſon; & ſodo all 
theſe ſame tranſactions of Jeſus Chriſt; 
they ſerve untill the Kingdome of God 
be cometo us 1n the Spirit. A_Mappe 
ſerves until a'man knows the Country, 
and ſo doethele ſame tranſattions of 
Jeſus Chriſft,theyſerveas conſtant Mo- 
numents unto us; Mqnuments, Tay, 
and PYlars, and Memorials, & Types, 
of that ſame ſalvation that 1s to bee 
wroughtand revealed within ns by the 
Spirit; -and therefore as Chriſt ſaith, 
we may be boſdto ſay after him;. ?he 
[ feſt profiteth nothing: if you only know 
Chriſt.asdying andfHing without you, 
it will profiz you nothing; unletieyou 
| H know 
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know him as dying andrifing within 
ou. Error 1n this 1s the rootof the 
dead Faith , whereof the World 1s 
full. | 
This 15 theroot of that formall pro- 
feſſion, of that forme of Godlineſle 
which men do advance lo farre in,and 
oryſo much of, and {hrowd them= 
elves under, unto the perſccuting the 
wer of Godlinels,to the perſecuting 
of the Spirit. This ſetting up of the 


Hiſtory oft Chriſt, being 1gnorant of 


the Myſtery. Any man is capable of re- 
membringthe ſtory of Chriſt,and tel- 
ling and rehearſing it, ifhee hath but 
common reaſon, and can ſay, as wel as 
another, that Chriſt dyed for him, and 
can throw himſelfe upon Chriſt, and 
hang upon Chriſt. | 
This is not Faith: this is not Salvati- 
on - We have not known how to put a 
difference between the precious and 
thevile; Wee know not how to ſhake 
off the pretenders, and knock offtheir 
fingers that would pretendto woes 
| lite: 
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| Chriſtdye 
ſet him free. No, there wasthe Spirit of 


— = 


a it is in Jeſus, 


| life 7 Through the ignorance of this 


# 
x 
| 


truth; we have counted it enough, ifa 


\ 
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man hath had the knowledge of the * 


Story of Chriſt, and hath ſaid, hecaſts 


 himſelfupon Chriſt for ſalyation. Bur 
| harken what James faith, Faith withoyt 
Works is dead; Harken what Paal ſaith, 


Rom. 8. 3. The Law of the Spirit of life ihe 
Chrit Jeſws, hath wade me free fromthe 
Law of ſin and death. | 
He doth not ſay, that fuch a propoſe. 
tion of the Goſpel did ſethim free : Ht 
doth nof lay, that the hearing, that 


r the ſinnes of mien, doth 


ra in Chriſt Jeſus, as well asthere was 
the Law or Letter, the outward Cove. 
nant; is it thatentailes lifeupon Jeſus 
Chriſtand his Sced ? There 1s an out= 


' Ward Covenant,and there 1san inward 


Spirit. The outward Covenant isthis; 
Twill be thy God, and the God of thy ſeed: 
This is the Covenant that God made 


with Chriff, that hee made with Abras 


ha of old; 7 will bee thy God, audrbe 
- WY God 
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God of thy ſeed. Now then they that are 
ofthe1ieed of Chriſt, are in this Cove- 


nant, as all that were Abrahams leed, 
vere in that outward Covenant ; but 
.may notany man pretend to be of th. 
1eed of Chriſt, and to be of the genera- 


tion of Chriſt? And do not thouſands 
profeſle themſelves ſoro be? Donot 
thouſands inthe worldſay, Lord, Lord, 
and preſle to enter 1nto Heaven? Wee 
caunot put a difference betweene one 


.Qr other, except we know this truth; |. 


for they ſay they are inthe Covenant, 


andthey ſay they are of Chriſts Seed; | 


nd what hold they forth for this ? 
They hold forth the :confeflion of 
Chriſt, and ſay. thathe died for their 
{ins, and roſe for their Juſtification, 
and this they beleeve, and upon this 
they lay.their ſoules for ſalvation. May 


| 
| 
| 


z 


not the veryeſt Hypocrite do fo, as wel 
asthetrueſt Saint 2 _ But here 1s that | 


which putsa difference, when the Sp1- | 


rit of Jeſus Chriſt bringsthis covenant 
tothe heart of a poorecreature, when 


the 


k = . « = 
as it 1 in Jeſus. 
the Spirit of Adoption,” the Spiritof + 
Son-thip,revealing God as our Father, 
revealing God in Union with us, our 
R ighteouſneſle: and our Strength, hee 
doth indeed ſealeusto the day of R& 
demption; hee ſets apart Chriſts ſheep, 
This diſtingutſhes them from theo 
ther: So that if you lay your ſalvation 
upon an hiſtoricall Chriſt, you wilt be 
deceived. If you would havethatin 
which you may confide,you muſt have 


_ Chriſt revealed in you in the Spirity | 


you muſt havethe ſame ſpirit of Faith 
that was 1n Chris, and che ſame Spirit 
of Power that wrought inhim :; you 
mult have the ſame eternall Spirit, bye 
which you mult offer up your bodyes,” 
ofter up your fleſh to God as a Sactts 
fice, yea, your ſelves, and your own@ 
Rightcouſneſſe: This is true falvationg 
Kere is ſalvation manifeſted unto )ife; 
But you will ſay to mee, Is notthis' 
a wronging of Jeſus Chriſt? Is itriot: 
a'giving away from Chriſt ? Anda gi- 
ving it to grace and ſanGiiication 


within us? 0-8 To 
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| Sol, TothisI anſwer, That it isno gi- 
I ving away from Cbriſt, at all; for wee 

make Chriſt to'be 21 in al inthis;only we 

diſtinguiſh of Chriſt. There is Chriſt in 

the Fleſh,and Chriſt in the SpiritzChriſt 

Jn the Fleſh 1s the //itneſſe, the Covey 

#ant, the courmon Perſon, 1n whom our 

ſalvation istranſafted, as in a figure: 

Ehrift in the Spirit, is the reall Truth 

and Principle of Righteouſneſle and of 

Life: be is thereall ſalvation within us: 

For what 1s Chriſt Jeſs in the Sprrit, 

þut the Manifeſtation of God, the co | 

wing forth of Ged; and unto this muſt | 

weattribute, and in this wee muſt fix. 

 _andpitchour ſalvation; this is the $4- 

. vouroflifeuntolife, Of his owne wil be- 

þ gat he us. Doth notthe Apoſtlethere 

takeawaytrom Chriif 2 Andyerelſe- 

where Chris is ſaid to be the everlaſring 
Father.This ſame Will of God brought 

forth, is nothing elſe but Chri/# Je/zg | 

$ in Spirit; Chriſt Jeſus \sthe out-coing 

ofthe Fathers Will, the M-njfeſtation 

of the Fathers good pleaſure, There-- 


fore 


fore hee 15 ſaid to dwel/ in the heart of e= 
very Beleever. It you confine Chriſfts 
dwelling to a locall Heaven, you are 
ignorant of that which isthe greateſt 
Joy that can bee ; Chriit dwels inthy 
heart; if the Will of God be revealed 
in thee by the Spirit, Chriſt is1n thee 
for he isnothing elſe but the outgoing 
of the Fathers Will, & the Manifeſtatt- 
. on of the Fathers good pleaſure; this 
is Chriff, So that if wee give to 
* SandCtification , wee give to Chriſts 
For this is the will of God, even our San« 
Fification;Chriſt is made unto us Righ« 
teouſnefle and Sandification. 

But I delire a little farther to ex- 
amine that ſame , before I let it 
paſſe; it isſaid, it is a giving to Sandti- 
fication,and not to the blood of Chriſt; 


I ſay no. 

Fort 1. I donotheretake Sandtift- 
cation, as 1t is commonly taken, as to 
bee ſuch and ſuch particular aCts of the 
Spirit : I know that our life lies not 1n 


thisor theother act, or 1n any particn-: 
H 4 lar 
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Jarad. Ourlitclyesin »i07 with God 
throughthe $prr-t. 

.-2,1; give 1tnot only to the SanGifi- 
cation of the Spirit, but to the Revelati- 
ou of the Spirit. There is the Revelatt- 
on of the Spirit, as well asthe Sanctifi- 
cation of the Spirit, as the Apoſtle 
ſpeaks, Eph.1.17. That God would give 
unto you the Spirit af wiſdone and Reve- 
lation &c. | 
' 3. There 1s the Spirit of grace,as wel 
asthe grace of the Spirit; and to thisI 
give all, and the Spirit of grace ts Chriſt 
Jeſws;and foto him T give all:and what 
dol givetothe Sprrit?I givethe Mani- 


\ - feſtationof ſalvationto life , andthat 


15s all. 

This 15the fummeof all I defireto 
commend unto you: That we arenot 
juſtified , we are not ſanfified , by 
Chriſts dying, by Chrijts ſutiering 1n 
 thefleſbonly; thattsnotthe compleat 

' Miniſtration ofour ſalvation: ( There 
1ndeed wee 1cc our ſalvation as 1n a 
glaſie and it is tranſaGted as in a 6gure, 

| As 


a 1t-48- 11 Jeſus. 

a$inthe Hiſtory), but then are we actu. 
ally ſanctified 5 when as God. doth 
ſend that ſameSpirit of Adoption in- 
toour hearts, revealing unto us the 
Love ofthe Father, and revealing un- 
tous out Reconciliation; that Recon- 
ciliation that was held forth to uson' 
the Croſſe, but which is diſpenſed un-, 
tous, by our being offered up upon: 
the Croſſe as Chriſt was. For the Apo-' 
ſtle Kow. 8. doth in two places ſpeak: 
ſo exprelly to this ns that .no; 
man can. waveit,or put it by. verſe TO; 
Tf Chriit be in you, the body is dead be-: 
cauſe of- ſinne, and. the Spirit zs life, be-- 
cauſe of- Righteouſ? n2ſſe. Here 1s the: 
Death and Refurre&tion of Jeſws: 
Chriſt : It Chriſt bee in you, ( and 
there is no ſalvation withoutit ) then 
the dody 1s dead ; the body of your 


owne Righteouſneſle, and your owne 


ſtrength, and wiſdome is crucified un 
conformity-tothe death of Chriſt. ;-, 
Chriſts death was bur the figure of the 
death that muſt paſle upon the fleſh of 


every 
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every Beleever; and thereforethough 
wemay fay, I atn cricified with Chr:/# 
&c. We cannot take any comfore till 
the body be dead tn us. And the other 
place isthe 4. ver/e of Rox. 8. That the 
| Righteonſneſſe df bhe Law might be fulfil. | 
| led in us, $c. Pray mark tt. You dream 
__ofaRighteouſneſsof the Law fulfilled 
foryou: that istrue to0;Chrift fulfilled 
It for you perfectly; but there is a ful- 
| filling of the righteouſnefſe of the Law 
'. Snyou. And the Apoſtle ſhews what 
thatis, when you arecrucified tothe | 
fieſbly principle, and walk in theſpi- | 
rituall principle; though you walk not | 
in perfet obedience, yet ſpiritually it 
19done in-you : The Righteonſneſſe of the 
Law is fulfilled in ns, who walk not after 

the fleſh, but after the 8pirit. 
' Sothenlook after this, that you be | 
ſanQified through the Truth, that 1s, 
that you, in very deed, be ſanttified ac- | 
cording to the pattern of ſanſtification 
'1n Chriſt Teſus. Let me mindeyon a- 


gaine of that Scriptare, Eph. 4.22. 1 f, ſo 
ee 


as tt 3s in Jeſus. 

he that ye have heard him, aud have beex 

taught by hins, as the truth is in Jefas, 

that yee put off the old max, and be renews 

&d in the ſpirit of your minde; aud that ye 

_ the new z2an, &c. ],ook that this 
ONe, 


to bring #s 4g4iu into bondage? Ta charge 
this upon us, that we are to look,, that gt 
ſhould be ſa and ſo with ws; Is not this ts . 
put ws upon Works, and upon doing, and 
to 4 falling hack, into the Couenant of 
Workss 
I an 


pow &f 8 
when he rai ſed bins from the dead, and ſet 


it was not by the reſolution of his J's 
: taar 
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But you will ſay unto me; 7s not #bjs obje 
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that hegavehimſelfetodye, as many a 
Paliant Roan hath done for his coun- 


try; but it was through the eternll Spi- 


rt; andtherefore, that which you are 
to do, 15to waite upon God. 
And here comes in the uſe of the 


©”* doing oftheſe things in the man Chriſt 


efus beforeyour eyes:Tt is to ſtrength- 
your faith and expettation of ha- 
ving theſethings done in'you, by the 
fame power and Spirit. And therefore 
it you ask me what uſe you ſhall make 
of Chriſts death and Refurrection.and 
theſethings *: Tfay, look upon them as 
the earreſt of your ſalvation: look upon' 
them as the very ſealing ofthe covenant: 
between God and you.God reads over 
(asit were) all the covenant þefore us, * 
and ſeals it in our preſence; and this ts 
theſcopeofthe Manifeſtation af Jeſus 
Chriſt : Iris but to manifest the l; feto 
ns, to ſhew what God will doe upon. 
your fleſh: See what God did to Chriſt 
Jeſus, and ſee how he carried him to 
glory, ſeehow he was tempted; and be 
- not 


as It, 15 11 feſus, 
not you diſcouraged, though it beſo - 
with you. See how tke Diſciples were 
diſmayed, when Chriſt wrapt up him- 
{elt, tor a Moment, in thegrave, asin a 
cloud of darknefie ; they ſaid, ee 
thought this had been he that ſhould haze 
redeemed Iſrael. 
See what an end the Lord rp 
with him, the ſame end will the Lo 
make with youallo, 


THE 


THE 


TRUTH 


AS ITISIN 
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. JOHN. 17. 
SanGifie them through thy truth , thy 
word is truth. | 
Verſe, 19. And for their ſakes Iſan@ifie 
my ſelf, that tbey might be ſandGified 
through the Truth. 


H1s ſame portion of Scrip. 
* ture that is read to you, 1s 
IANR an En forcement, or part 

yp, ofan Enforcement of one 
a oftholſe ſavoryPetitions, 
which Jeſus Chriſt put up 


at his departureout of this world rv 
is 


his Diſciples, and inthem, for allhis 
Elect - The Petition is this; ſanFifie 
them through thy Truth. 

This Petition he doth, in part, ex= 
plain, and hedoth enforce and urgeit 
with Arguments. 

1. Heexplainsit, in part, that part, 
thy Truth, he explains it thus, thy Word 
i Truth. 

Now before I go any further:By the 
Word here wee arenot to underſtand 
this ſame Letter ( for we know this 
| ſame Letterof the Word, is takenup by 
, every one to defend his opinion; ' and 
| thereforethis is not the meaning of#hy 
Word is truth : ) But the meaning is 
this 3 That that Word that was with 
God, and that was God; that Word is 
Truth. 

I conceive this ſame truth beinga re- 
Litivenotion,is here tobetaken im op» 
poſition to forms Thy Word 3s truth: The 
meaning is this; That thy word.it is not 
only a form & an appearance in which 
thou doeſt makeout thy ſelteuntothe 

world, 
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world, but thy Word indeed is the very 
trath,Cthatis) it 1sthy ſelf;and ſo Chriſt 
defires that his D:ſciples may beſan&i- 
fied, not by planting the knowledge 
of the litera word in their minds; 
but by ingraffing the nature of the Di- 
vine word their hearts, that js,by in- 
grafting God himſelf, by God himſelfe 
becoming one with them. Thisisthe 
only meanes of Sanctification; This is 
the trae Sandtification by the word;The 
ingraffed word which 3s able to ſave our. 
ſoules. 

Now having explained his requeſt, 
he enforces it; and the firſt enforcement 


of it 1sthis, from the title, and the rea=. + 


{on that may bee pleaded, why they 


ſhould be ſantified, why the Members 


of Chriſt ſhould beſandtified : Why 
ſaithhe, Thereis asmuch reaſon why 
they ſhould beſanfttified, as there 1s 


why I ſhould beſanGtified : For as thou | 


hait ſent me into the world, ſo have I ſent 
them into the world. Mark itT pray,and 
you will ſee that it isnot ſuch awring- 


ing 


- out Beleevers, I ſay, he ſends out Belce- 


L 
. Teevers are ſent out upon the lameer-7 | 


as it is in Jeſus, of 
ing ofthe Noſe that will cauſe bloud, 
when we make a neccflity of the ſame 
things to be wrought in us , as were 
wrought in Chriſt Jeſus. For as God 
hath ſent Chriſt into the world, ſo did 
Chriſt ſend theſe his D7ſ-iples intothe 
world: that is, as God did ſend Chriſt 
into the world to make known himfſelfe, 
ſo Chriſt Jeſus, when ke hath fulfilled 
his Miniſtration inthe fleſh, hee ſends 


versupon the ſame deligne to make 
out God and his glory tothe World. 
So that then this 1sa ſure and ſatisfying «,, 
ground, why the ſame glory of the Fa- 7 hoy 
ther muſt worke m Peleevers , that®<y, g: 
wrought in Chriſt ; becauſethat Pe-j1m"fo 


rand and defivne that Chriſt was ſept 
about ; As thou hait ſent me into the 
worl:!, {o have T ſ*nt thele int» $c.Felee- 
vers hold forth God in a {yirituall dif- 
covery to the World: that is,they hold 
forth that glory of the Fathers work- 
ivg, and diſcovering it felt ina! pou: 
al 
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all way, which Chriſt held forth ina 
fleſthly way: My meaning is; Beleevers 
arenot lift up upon a materiall Croſjc, 
as Chriſt was, and doe not ſuffer with- 
out the Gate, as Chrilt did ; but their 
Old man 1s crucified ſpiritually,and they 
are raiied and quickned by a lively 
hope ſþ1ritual/y. 

- This1sthereaſon that Chriſt ſaith; 
As thou haſt ſent me into the World, ſo 
have T ſent them into the world; T here- 
fore . ſan(iſie they with thy Truth .thy 
word is Truth: And for their ſakes(taith 
he ) 7 ſandifie my ſelf. Thisis ( asit 
were) the making up of the Reaſon, 
and the meaning of it is this ; faith 
Chrift, Hereiz doth thy deſign come to its 


* period.,and perfedtion, even in the SanFi- 
fication of 23 Members. Herein thy deſren 


( Oh Fat ber ) 7s cone to the birth, and is 
brought forth ; for whilethis deſigne 
worksonly in my perſon, it isnot at its 
term and period, till it cometo work 
in their perſons ; for Tam but ( asir 
were) an intermediate forme and per- 

| ON, 
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as tt 15 11 Jeſus. 


ſon, in whom thou doſt diſcover thy 


ſelt for the preſent , withrelationto 
the like diſcovery in them, through 
the Spirit, afterwards; And therefore 
(ſaith he ) For their ſakes TſardTifie my 
ſelf, that &c. As whoſhould ſay; If it 
werenot in relation to them, there 
ſhould beno ſuch thing as my dying, 
and ſuffering, and riſing againe; It 1s 
but in relation to their Sandtification, 
that theſameglory may work in them 
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in the Spirit, conformableto this pat= 7 


tern of mine inthefleſh, And thus 
you have the meaning of the words; 
For their ſakes TſanGifie myſelf, &c. 

That which [ ſhall infiſtupoa at this 

time, 1s the laſt word of the Text, 

Through thy Truth : Sothat the Obſer- 
vation that I would ground thereup- 
On, 1s this. 

Th: at that Glory of the Father, 
which works inthe body of Chriſt, the 
Saints,isthe Truth of that ſame Image 
that did appear in the head of that bo- 
dy, Chriſt efus. 

I 2 
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It 1scalled an Image, in 2 Cor. 3. alt. 
Weall, 4s in aGlaſſe, behold the glory of 
the Lord; ( there 1t1s equivalently cal- 
led an Image; foryour face 1n a glalle, 
1s but an Imageof your tace; |} but it 
tollows more exprelly : And are 
changed into the ſame Image from glory 
to glory. 

But (t1]! I deſire you to carry that a- 
long, Thata Beleevers crucitying 1s 
not a fleſhly crucitying, as Chriſts was, 
but his 0/4 man is cruciticd by fpiritu- 
all diſcoveryes, This 1s the Truth, and 
the other 1s but the form. 

Now I muitexplain my ſelfe here: 
Youwillaskeme, Whether that ſane 
work of Ged,that js wrought in the hearts 
of Beleivers, be their eternal life, their 
happineſſe and ſalvation? Whether that 
be their Righteouſneſſe; for there js a great 
prejudice againſt DoFrins of this kinde;, 
as if we aid take away from Chriſt, and 
give to that work of God within us, that 


. bononr that is due to Jel: Hs Chriſt. 


l A [0 
, 
: o 


I concetve that neither the Actions 
of 


m_ 


? as it 1s in Teſs. 10 
| of Godin Chriſt, ( I mean of Chriſts 
dying and riſing ) northelike Actions 
| ot the Spirit in us, conforming usunto 
\ Chriſt, are our ſalvation, or eternall 
| life, but the making out ofeternall 
| life 3 they are only the Manifeſtation 
of that grace that was given us before 
the world began. If you ask me then, 
what is our happineſſe and our life; 1 con- 
'ceivethat God alone 1s our happinels, 
God inunion with us. Mark it ; not 
only God loving us, for love is but an 
, expreſſion to us. Loveis a ſweet thing 
among the creatures, and we know 
what love is from oneto another; but 
theLoveof God to us, 1s themaking 
* outof a kindeof fpirituall Union that 
1s between God& a Beleever;Sothat'to 
| Ffay.thatthe love of God placed upon 
| us, 1s our happinefle. 1s too weak, and 
 toolowan expreſhon : but thts1sour 
; happineſſcthatwearein God, and in 


Teſus Chkriltz and that the Father and 
the Son is in us, and isour R ghteouſ. /Þ 


nefleand our ſtrength in Union with 
/ 
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us; This 1s our happineſfle and eternal! 
Lite. 
| Now Iſay, all the Diſpenſations of 
' _ God are but to make outthele things 
|  untouf\. Givemeleaveto illuſtrate it 
|  toyou, bygoing alittle about. This 
' wasourLotand Portion, from the be- 
'_ ginning ;, God wasour Portion, and 
Fe did maintaineour Let, as Pſa. 16. 
| God was in Unnon with the Creature: 
This wasinthebeginning of the Crea- 
tion, and this was in thePerſon of 
{ Chriſt Jc{us, asancarneſt ofthe whole; 
{ butthisſameUnion, and this great 
happineſle, thatthe creature might be 
ſenſ{ibleof it, andthat it might come 
home with the greater advantage, (as 
It were) and we might have the more 
lively taſte of it; therefore did Ged or- 
daineall thoſe intervening adminiſtra- 
tions : therefore he makes the firſt 4- 
dam asaftigureot Chrilt, and therefore 
hebeftows but a little gracc on Ada, 
or makes him mutable that he might 


| fall, thatthe loveof the Father might 
"IR be 
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bee the more manifeſted tous, which 
wecould never have ſeen, noradm1- 
red ſo much, 1f we had not been thus 
led about unto it. And this istheendof 
Chritt in the fleſh,and chriſ# in the Spi- 
rit; And ſo Thall cometo ſhew you the 
diftferencebetween Chriſt 1n theflelh, 
and Chriſtin the Saints; for 1f we give 
olory to any other then unto Chriſt, 
weſhoot beſides the mark; we give 1t 
to Chriſt ſtill; but there 1s Cþri5? 1n the 
fleſh,and Chriſt in the Spirit;both theſe 
agreeto makeout the Father; &here 
1s the differenceof that work of God 
within us, from that work of God in 
Chriſt, The latter 1s thetruth of the- 
former; San@ifre them through thy Truth, 
that is, dothou aft thoſethingsreally 
in them, whichare done in a figure for 


LO. 


Va 


them upon me : There isthe Truth. IC 


deſiretoclearenp this to you by ſome 
familiarexperience. 

You know that Jeſus Chriſt 13 ſaid 
to dyefor our (ins, *andriſe againefor 
OUT jt ſtification. Here isnow Chriſtin 
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the fleſh; hereis his Miniſtration. Why 
now, hereupon ſalvation is preached 
unto men,and.1t 1s told, that God is re- 
conciled, tor he hath ſent his Son. There 
15nothing to be done; Juſtice is fatisfi- 
ed; God igreconciled ; he would not 
elſe have ſlain his Fatlives, and madea 
fea(t for us. Therefore beleeve: Here 1s 
the outward diſpenſation; But now a 

oor ſoul, notwithſtanding all this, lies 
under the guilt and weight of ſin; and 


. fucha grievous fin comes to his mind, 


and not onely one, but multitudes of 
{ins lye upon him; whereby he cannot 
beleeveor take comfort in theleglad 
tydings. Doe yee not (ce that there 1s 
need of another Miniſtration- 1s there 
not need of the Lw of the Spirit of life 
in Chriſt eſs, os well as a Propoſition 
of tne Goſpe!]? You come and ſhewa 
poor ſoulethe Prepoſition cf the C of- 
pel; 1hat whoever ofleeveth in Chriſt 
Jeſus fall have eternalll 1fe. Oc. And 
God ſo loved the World, that he gave hjs 
only begatten Son, that whoſoever _ 
vern 


_ 


vethin him ſhall have eternall life. Yet 
all rhis while the poor ſoul lies dead, 
till not only the Letter, but the Spirit 
of the Goſpel comes and appears to 
him : Till Chriſt appears, not only in 
the firſt Court, that 1s his own fleſh,or 
the Letter of the Goſpel; but in the 1n« 
molt place of all, that 1s, inthis mans 
conſcience; for we may alludeto that 
place, Heb. 9.24. For Chriſt is not entred- 
into the holy places made with hands, 
which are the figures of the true, but intg | 

heaven it It elf, now to appear in the pre- 4 
ſence of God for ws. | 

Pray market; Jeſus Chriſt did not 

{uffer in Heaven, but without the gate; 
he ſuffered in the world, but he is en- 
tred into Heaven. Theſe words are 
ſpoken bguratively; itstrue, he went 
up vilibly, to h's Diſciples, into Hea- 
ven. (thatis) aplace remote from 
their ſight, a Cloud recetved him out 
of their fight. The true Heaven (and 
that Heaven where Chriſt doth ap- 
pear to the comfort and relicte of a 


poor 


win m jeſs. 105 


HE 
uM ſoul) is the conſcience of a poore 
nn 


er, andthat 1s called Heaven, be- 
caule as Heaven 1s the place of God, 


ſoisthe heart of man ; the heart of 


man 1s the placeot God. Heisſaid to 
bethetearcher of the heart; he ſits 
there, & wounds, heals there;there 
is Gods true place. It is not in theun- 
derſtanding of a man, in the notions 
there, but it 1s in the heart of a man, 
thither it is that Jeſus Chriſt is gone. 


. Chriſtin the Spirit is in the hearts of 


his people, that isChriſts place, fox 
that 1sthe Fathers place, for he is in 
the Father, and hegocs to the Father; 


as it is ſaid, touch we not, for I am not 


yet aſconded to my Father. 

Now you know that the Father, 
though he be withoutus, heis within 
us: hecan neither be ſaid to be with- 
ont usor within us, incJaſively nor 
excluſively, for hefils all things, and is 
comprehended in nothing. So Jelus 
Chriſt is within us; the Father isin 
the hearts of men, and ſo 1s Chriſt, _ 

that 
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that is the Heaven where he appeares 
now; for doe but conſider this, that 


which follows inthe 25. wer/:Pray 


mark 1t. Now once in the end of the 
world hath he appeared to put Iway 
{m. That which 1s rendred, theendof 
the world, may betranſlated, the end 
ofthe age, or the end of the Admini- 
ſtration. That which I note from 
thence, 1s this; that Chriſts fufferings 
put an end to one world, that world 
wasat an end when Chriſt had ſuffe- 
red, that 1s, God had diſpacht the out- 
ward diſcoveries of ſalvation. and 
now he would diſcover it withinus; 
now all that wasto be done by him, 
was within us. Hee went into the ho- 
ly place, he went into Heaven, now 
to appear in the preſence of God for 
us; and there 1t 1s that Jeſus Chriſt 
{peaks a word for a poor ſoul: There 
It 1s that Jeſus Chriſt ſits, as King, 1n 4 
our conſcience. Chriſt may offer him- /; 
{eltelong enough in the Letter, inthe 
Hiſtory of the Goſpel;but ifhe appear 
nor 


; 
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not inthe Spirit, and ſit in our conſci-| 
ences to quiet them, wee ſhall never 


* have any true underſtanding of the 


word aright. Chriſt ſets us free by ma- 


king us Sons,& the Son abideth in the 
houſe torever.Pray mark it; unleſs we 


be made Sons, we cannot abide in the 
houſe for ever; we do not abide in the 
houſe for ever, by having an eternall 
title by Chriſt, but by a reall Son- 
ſhip within us : That ſame which 


makes Chriſt a Son makes us Sons:and _ 


ſo you have tt clearcd unto by that m- 
ſtance, that this1sthetruth; and the o- 


ther, in compariſon ofthis, is but the | 


form, but the repreſentation or 1mage, 
but the Emblem of this Truth; and fo 
what is it unto us tn matter of Sancti- 
fication, to ſay. Chriſt hath taken 
hold of our nature, and purtfied it, and 
ſeparated it, avd fanctified it - what 1s 
thisto the ſanctifying us, ifour per- 
ſons benottaken into that fame Lni- 
on, and be not fantifed with the 
ſame Spirit that Chriſt is. 


Now | 


was ay —* Wo, 
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Now for this Reaſon, Iſhall deſire 
' you to looke within your ſelves; and I 
make no queſtion, but if you doe wait 
upon God without prejudiced ſpirits, 
he will clear this truth to you. 

It ſo beit might beno offence, I 
ſhould give you my own experience 
for the confirmationof this point, 
( for we can ſpeake nothing, but what 
wee have heard, and what wee have 
ſcen:) Now I muſt confefle, and pro- 
| tſeuntoyou, that God hath made 
| recall this trath unto me, not by ſtudy, 
nct by notion, not by outward diſco- 
| very, butby an inward experiment : 
for thisI have found, 'and I truſt more 
have found it belides my felfe, 
(though 1t may be they cannot tell 
what to call thoſe things that worke 
within them, nor how to exprelſle it, 
| ( 1t maybe) but this I have found, 
that all outward adminiſtrations 
- hath been weake, and unable to pro- 
duce thoſe fruits and effe&ts which the 
Scripture makes mention of - it 


hath 


Reaſo 
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hath been as the Law; What the Law 
could not doe, inthat it was weake, &c. 
And look into your ſelves, whether 
you havenot found 1t fo in your ſelves, 
that you have had ſome corruption 
that hath troubled you: Some maſter- 
full luſt you would beglad to get the 
victory over, andye would account 
him a Mellenger, one among a thou- 
ſand, thatcould ſhew you how to ef- 
tec your delires. 

I amſure, ithath been ſo with me; 
and when Ihave ſcene ſuch words as 
theſe in the Scripture;$7# ſhall not have 
Dominion over you, for ye are not unaer 
the Law but under Grace. 

I haveconſidered with my felt, and 
have done as T have beem directed to 
doe, andT havetold my ſeltethou art 
nnder grace, and I havepleaded this 
to God, Lord TI am under grace, Iam 
under the Goſpel, and why ſhould {in 
have dominion over me:and thereup- 
on TI have ſtudied the promiſes, be- 
cauſe*tisſaid; There are given to #s ex- 

ceeding 


as it i in Jeſus. 11K 

ceeding great and precious prom iſ es,that 
by them, we might be made partakeys of IP © 
the divine nature. | 

I have looked upon Jeſus Chriſt 
dying for me, becaule the Scripture 
ſaith, The love of Chriſt conſtraines ws, 
&c. When all this whileI have been 
like Siſeras Mother, wandring m my 
ſelte, why doe his Chariot wheels ſtay 
&c2 Why am Inot let free from my 
laſts? Is the Goſpel a broken Reed? 
Dothit tell us things that wee muſt 
makeup by 1maginagion, rather then 
fecl the reall operation, and expert- 
ment of them within us? 

Thelaft ScriptureT was much ex- 
erciſed in, inrelation to theſethings, 
was this, inthe Epiſtle of John; He that | þ 
abideth in hin functh not. A 

Hereupon T inquired what this 1s, 
to abidein Chriſt,and ſought to make 
It out to my ſelfeby my own Reaſon, 
and to finde it out by theLetter of the 
Scripture, and all the account I could 
erveotit, did relateto the Creatures 
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aftion:T thought we muſt be ſtill com- 


manding our ſelves, and putting our 
{elves on to abide in Chriſt; and wee 
muſt call upon one another to abide 
in Chriſt. And thus was I exerciſed 
inacarnall toile and perplexity, and 
never could fee my defires all this 
while. I could not finde my corrupt1- 
ons{lain by all theſe means, till God 
was pleaſed to hold forth this diſcove- 
ry tome, which I doe now deſire to 
hold forth to you, viz. that it 1s not 
the flelh of theſe things, itis notthe 
hiſtoricall knowledge of theſe things, 
/, It isnot the /aying you are under grace; 
it 15not being under the forme of the 
Goſpel that can change your hearts, 
{er you free from fin: but it is the Spi- 
Tit, that, when he comes, doth chaſe 
away all clouds, as the Son on the 
earth. It is Chriſt in the Spirit, who 1s 
thetruth within you, repreſented by 
that Hiſtory without you; and yet all 
theſe things are the making out of 
God to you; they arenot your happi- 

- nelle, 


+ hisnatnie,burto fil you with the ful- 
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neſſe, or your life; for our happineſſe 
lies not in any action, belt in tbe grea- 
teſt action; not in the mortificationof 
ſin, nor 1n vivificaticn, but our litelies 
in Union, that hidden principle with- Fo 
inus. that is God. And it ever you F 
would have this Union, and that 
which is your hope made out to you, 
and would have the enjoyment of it 
in this life, you muſt wait upun that _ 
Jeſusthat came downe from the Fa- ,* 
thers Boſum, and lived in thefleſhy T : 
ſay, you mult wait upon him, tocOme _, * 
and live in your ſpirits, not anecly to-// 
bring you forth in the participation of 


nes of God: for ſo we have warrant to 
expect, that you may be filledwith all 
the fuines of God. Now this theLord 
ſhew you to be a truth: there 1sa two= 
fold truth;there 1s a zzed:ate truth, San 
ultimate truth; there is a truth manite- 
ſting,& a Truth manifeſted : Now the 
Truth manifeſted, is Ut ion; That they 
all may be one as we are one, This isthe 


K Truth 


nſ[wer, 
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Truth that God would manifeſt to us 
by theſe things; by coming tous in 
the fleſh of Chriſt, andin the Spirit. 
The Truth manifeſting, isthe Ap- 
pearanceot Chriſt in the Spirit, ſuta- 
ble and conformable to that outward 
Appearance of Chriſt in the fleſh, 
withoutus, for our ſakes ; you will 
never havethe Love of God. and your 
Union with God, maniteſted to you, 


. unlefle it bemaniteſted to you by the 


Spirit; except God worke the ſame 
workes 1n you, that he wrought in 
Chriſt. And thus I have diſcharged 
my {clte ofthis ſame Teſtimony. 
Thereare but two or three things 


that 1 ſhalll ſpeake by way of Uſe; and 
the firſt 1sthis. 


Conf1der that which our Saviour 
ſpeakes, John 16. 5. ſaith hethere; 7t 
is expedient for you that 1 ſhould go a- 
way; & pray mark it here, Theſetimes 
from Chriſts departure, are the times 
of the Spirit. 

And pray marke that in the firſt 

| places 
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place; the Spirit isthe power of the 
fleſhly adminiſtration; heisthe pow. 
er within us,, of thar fleſhly admini- 
{tration without us. The Spirit isof- 
ten called POWET, 772 the Demonſtration | 

of the Spirit and Power. « "0 
2. Obſervethis, that there is but 
one Adminiſtration upon the world 
atatime; there 1s but one Admint- 2- 
ſtration upon a Perſon at a time: So<þy 
' that, if you be under that Adminiſtra-/#A 
tion of the Spirit, you are paſt from 
| under the fleſhly Adminiſtration. This 
1s cleare from hence, that Chriſt ſaith- 
It 3s expedient for you that T go away, for 
except Tgoe aw ty, the Comforter will not 
come. Alced of corne doth not grow 
upinthe earcor the blace, except it , # 


dye in its owne firlt forme; and ſoitis 
here. 
That which I would inferre from 
hence,isthis; That you muſt go quite 
through the fleſhly Adminiſtration, 
before you can come under the ſpirt- 


tuall Adminiſtration. You mult ſee 
K 2 the 


] 

i 
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the Originall of the Adminiſtration, 
and theendof it , that is the Father; 
the Father ſent the Sen,and he ſent the 
Sou to revealetheFather: And it 1s 
net in the Death of Chriſt you areto 
ſceit; 1tisnot in the ReſurreGion of 
Chriſt you are to ſee it. Hebrings you 
tothe light of this, by the power of 
theletIings working within you. 
And to confirme this to you, I de- 

ſire youto conſider ; That when the 
Scripture ſpeakes of Chriſt; and when 
Chriſt h1mlſelfe ſpeakes tothe Father, 
you ſhall tindethat the Diale& is ex- 
ceeding different: Wher Chriſt ſpeaks 
tothe Father,look intothe 17 of John, 
And now, {aith he; Tam no more in the 
world, but they are in the world: keepe 
through thine owne name, thoſe whom 
thou haſt given me. 

When the Scripture ſpeakes of 
Chriſt ro men, it ſaith; That God hath 
given him power over all fleſſ;, that hee 


ſhould give life to whowſoever hee will. 


And fo the Scripture exalts Chriſt; 
| But 


.  Kingdometo the Father. It istrue,the 


as it is in Jeſus, 11 
But whenChriſt ſpeakes to the Father, 
he doth quite diveſt himſelfe, and 
ſaith, Father T have kept them through 
thy name, Thave manifeifed thy nane (JN 
unto thens. verſe. 6. Marke ye, Chriſt 
had madethis diſcovery to them, that _ 
all the power he had, was of theFa- 
ther : 4nd now, {aith he, Father, I come 
to thee, keepe them through thy name. Tt 
was before, by Godsname, that Chriſt 
kept them , but now it breakes forth 
more clearly, that it was through the 
Fathersname; and ſo I concetvethat 
thisis a kinde of reſignation of the 


Adminiſtration was to go over and 0- 
ver againe, that is, Believers are firſt 
trained up under a legall Adminiſtra- 
tion, and trained up under an Admi- 
niſtration of Chriſt in thefleſh, before 
they come to the Adminiſtration of 
Chriſt in the Spirit; but as Chriſt him- 
{c!f, when he is goingout of the world, 
{faiths Thave don: a1 that T came to doe: 
So after atime, C'wiltleades us from 
K 3 a 


| 118 T be Truth 


— 
- = = - 


_ , - ——O_.S—. WI 
ee ce  W OI—_ 
b. " n 


aknowing of him after thefleſh, asre- 
preſenting thingsto us, that know him 
within us, as a quickning Spirit. Con- 
ſide: huww much 1t concernes you, not 
to {hut your eyes again{tthis, but exa- 
mineit, andtry it, becauſe thetruth 
1s,you will make flow advance till you 
are paſt through the fleſhly Admini- 
ſtration, and are: under the Spirit. 
Looke into the 28.1}. 9. Whom ſha!) he 
teach knowledge, and whom ſl;all be make 
to underjtan{ DoGrin?, them that are 
weaned from the mil\.e, and drawne ſion 


| the Lreaſis. 


Pray marke it, There isa queſtion, 
and there isan anſ werz Whom ſhall hee 
teach knowledge. and whom ſha! he wake 
to under ſtan: 1 dod@rine: 's there” s$ the QUE» 
ſtion : The anſwer is, thene that are 
wean! omt vc mulke. Se. 

This ſame milke. and theſe ſame 
breaſts arethe weaknefle of God, and 


_ thefooliſbneile of of God, whereby hee 
"Fad madeout himlelfeto us according 


our infirmity ; they are the fleſbly 
_ Appear» 


as it is in Feſus, 116 
Appearance and Diſcoveries of God; 
theleare the breaſts, and this 1s the 
the milke: and till we have proceeded 
further, weare inthe fleſh : my mean- 
ing 1s, we are but vweake, low and car- 
nall Chriſtians: And as you will count 
it a ſhamefor an old manto lyeſuck- 
og atthedugge, ſo you are inanun- 
comely poſture to be alwayes ſucking 
the breaſt, and alwayes under rud1- 
ments, and to know no moreof God 
then he holds forth in an Image with- 
out you. This is not your intereſt to 
reſt herez and therefore I beſeech you , 7; 
to walte upon God, for thehumble he 7. 
will teach 1n his way. And although 
have met with ſome objection againſt 
theſe truths, and more may be raiſed 
from the Scripture that may ſeeme to 
make againſt them, yetthey are made 
cleare to me ; therefore walte upon 
God tocleare themup toyou. If this 
betaken from me, I proteſſe I know 
no hopethatT haveof my calling; for 
what is our hope, but the hope of the 


K 4. high 
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high calling?God calsus to fellowſhip 
with himſelte, and hath manifeſted 

- this by his Sonne, Weigh theſe things 
in the Ballance , and conſider that 
Chriſt comes in Clouds, and not in 
cleare Dilcoveries at the fir{t;the Lord 
giveyou underſtanding in all things. 
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ROM. 14. 8. | 

For whether wee live wee live unto the 
Lord, and whether wee dye, wee dye un=. 

to the Lord. 


ple, and the DeſtruFion 
of Believers im their 


| 'W Formes. All Chriſtians, 
in what torme ſoever, whether they 
be bond or fee, 1t 1s fo the Lord, there's 


, their Unity; but there arebond, and 


thereareſiee; there are Jewes ; thoſe 
that 


levers in their ovine. I: 


" 322 T he 6 lying and 


that areunder the Law; and there are 
Gentiles, thoſe that are without Law; 
thereareſuch as doe/ive to the Law, 
and ſuch asdoe dye to the Law; this 1s 
their Diſtinction. 

I havealready obſerved this point 
unto You. 

That God 157 all forzres, not onely 
in diſtin@ torms, but in oppoſite forms: 
Whether we live we live unto the Lord, or 
whether we dye, we dye unto the Lord. He 
that regardeth a day , ana he that regar- 
deth not a day, theLord ism thel/ight, 
and in the principles of the oze as well 
asof the other. TheLord is guide and 
leader of him that obſerves a day, and 
of himthatobſerves not a day. This 
feemesto be a contradiction, a Para- 
 dox;, God1s but one, the Truth is but 
one; Tistrue, but thereare ſeverall 


Feps and degrees of this Truth: Wee |þ 


ſhallnever cometo be all one, and the 
Name of the Lord will never be one 
among us, untill God is come forth in 
his moff ſpiritual appearance,and unti! 


he M0 = * —— ALL > ” 
= 


he 2s 


the Irving Chriſtian, 123. 


he hath brought us all 59 acknowledge 
that appearance; but in order to Gods 
making out himſeltc m his ſpiritual 
appearance,in his naked diſcovery, & 
with an open face, he doth maniteſt 


| Hhimſelfe in forms, and under vails;and 


————— OED TOO 
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hedoth put off one forme after ano- 
ther; putoff a more groſle, and put 
on a more fine; put oft a more thick, 
and puton a morethin,and {pirituall, 
and ſubtill vaile. God is z» a/ formes, 
but compreheuded of no forme; if he 
were comprehended in any, then he 
would not be ina diverlity of formes; 
Theres a great miſtake of Chriſtians; 
and this fame darke principle , is that 
which makes us to claſhone againſt a- 
nother : Weknow not the mind nor 
the manner of the Lord; wethinke if 
he bein our forme, hecan be in no 0+ 


+. ther forme: God is in a vartety of 


formes and appearances,that ſo, fleſh 

may glory in his preſence. 
God willnot be tyed toone forme 
alwayes, for-then that would bee 
phe | lookt | 


Sol 
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lookt upon as more then a form. 

[ have already gone through three 
things in the handling of this point, 
which for the help of your memories, 
I will onely nameto you; the expound- 
ing of it, the bounding of it, and the 
grounding of it. 

For the bounding of it , th it is the 
only thing I ſhall now remember you 


- 0b. of. IsGodin ll forms? Then every 


ſuperſtitions wretch will take ſanctu- 
ary here.I anſwer thus far; That what- 
ſoever form any man doth conſcienti- 
ouſly take up, that isa form of Scripture 
cognizance, and doth walk in it to the 
Lord, being perſwaded it is the Lords 
mind; He hath acceptance with the 
Lord : For this isthe bound the Holy 
Ghoſtſets in the Text;He that regards 
a day repardsit tothe Lord. Isa man 
{incerein what he doth ? Doth he it to 
theLord? Doth hetake itup becauſe 
hethinks it 1s theLordsmind > And 
doth he ſerve theLordand not any 


laſt? Not a luit ofhonor, and the ap- 
plauſe 


the ume Chriſtian. 125 - 
plauſe of men?Cr the profit and com» / 


modity.ofthis world? or the prefer= , : 
ment of the time ? Why, it hedothit Yi 


totheLord , who art thou that judgeit 
him? T kheScriptures hold forth unto 
us ſevera]l forms (as God hath put on 
ſeverall forms in his appearanceto his 
people, and the Scriptures are there- 
cordsof all theſe) and dire& us unto 
them. Now, whoſoever inthe ſincerity 
of his heart, takes up any of theſe, and 
|. walks inthcm as unto theLord, he is 


accepted of him. 
Now theuleT made of this ſhal not 


not be repeated; but there is one Uſe { 
more behind. Texhorted you thelaſt 
time, that you ſhould holdit forth, 
that you do obſerve al your forms un- 
tothe Lord. and every one bring forth 
his proper fruit; whether you bein 
forms,or whetheryou be aboveforms: 
Thus the holy and happy man isde- 
ſcribed inthe firſt Pſalme; He brings + 
forth hjs (own) fruit in his ſeaſon. Look 7 
what ſeaſon and adminiitration you 

are 


726 be dying ans 
_ areunder, ſee you bring forth your 
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proper truit : Thoſe that are irftorms, 
ſee that yourformes be advantagz 
ground torileup to the Spirit ; Thoſe 
that be abovetorms, let them bring | 
down the glory of God, and the Spi- 
Tit, upon all torms wherein they con- 


' ., verſe with men; and as God hath 
 broughtthem forth in theSpirit, ſo 


letthem bring forth every aFion and 
form wherein they walk in the Spirit. | 

Butthe main Uſe which I intended, | 
and that for which I did in a maine 
part pitch upon theſe words, 1s, to re- 


 concile. Beleevers in their difterent 


walkings and adminiſtrations: Indeed 
It is {ad , that there ſhould beany fal- 
lingout, that there ſhould þe any dit- 
ference, as Reconciliation doth 1m- 
port;Let there be no 5trife among you, for 
you are brethren, Letusnot judge one 
another , asthe Apoſtle ſaith here, Let 
not him that eateth , deſpiſe him that 
eateth not. If ſo be that Chriſtians doe 
not judge themſelves in their formes; 

why 
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why ſhould we judgethem? And if fo 
bethat we donot judge one another, 
why ſhould we think that we are jud- 
ged oneot another ; for there's the 
quarrel] many times. Such a man can- 
not wa!k ina different form from me, 
but I think preſently he condemns me, 
. and accounts meflethly and carnall: 
It1sa ſign-that thou judgeſt thy bro- 
ther 1n his form, that doſt think that he 
judgeth theeinthy torm;For ſxch awe 
are ouy ſelves, ſuch we judge otherstobe; 
Let usnot judge one another, for God 
hath recerved him that eateth, and 
God hath received him that eateth 
not, Where 1s the uvity of theSpirit, 
that the Apoſtle ſpeaksof, Fpheſ.gq. Is 
thereno unity, but where there 1s un1- 
formity, ? Becauſe we have not ſtil! 
one form , have we not therefore one 
Father, oneLord, one Paptiſm,or one 
common condition of ſuffering? Doth 
not the world hate you, if you be 


Saints? And doth itnot hate them al- 
{othat walk in another form , if they 


be 


*- T20 We aymp ana 
be Saints? Let us not judge one ano- 
ther; the ſtrangeneſie that is amon 
Chriſtians , becauſeof forms, is ſad to 
bebold ; How we are loolened one 
from another,and how we are loſt one 

. to another ; 1f we once ſtrike out of 
that path wherin we have walked one 
with another ; Isnot this a denying, a 
cracitying of the Lord of glory ? Is not 
thisa diſowning of Chritt in one ano- 
ther ? Is not this a knowing one another 


* thatdoegood to you, what reward 


theſame? Soifyou love them , that 
arcin theſame form with you , what 
thank 1s1t ? Every man loves him that 
will ſay asheſays, and that will build 
up that which he builds up. The Apo- 
ſtleſaith, That he that offends againſt 
a weak brother, ſins againſt Chriſt : 
& 151t not!o? He that judgeth his bro- 
ther,doth he not judge the Lord in his 
brother ? Hethat judgeth his brother 
by a form , that overlooks the appea- 

rance 


after the fleſh 2 If you doe good tothem + | - 


have you?, Donot even the Publicans 
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rance of the Lord in his brother , and 
ſees his deficiency in ſuch a form ; why 
doth he not now ſubject the Spirit (as 
It were, ) and ſubject the divine'excel- 
lency of Chriſtians and Saints,tofleſh- 
ly evidences and tryals? It muſt make | 
out it ſelf in this fleſhly forme andap- 

carance, orelſe there isnothing of 
God nothing of the Spirit. 

The Reaſon why we agreenot in 
ſeveral torms, isnot becauſe the forms 
differ, butthe fault isin our hearts, 

\ . God gathers upall forms, and imbra- 
ces them in love, and it is becauſe we 
looke not upon our brethren intheir 
ſeverall forms, in the Spirit of God,,and 
of Chriſt, that we do not embracethem 
too. The Devill catches away the ſþ7- 
ritu «:] Imige and Appearance that 1s un- 
der every form , whercin all forms a= 
oree, and he fixes our eyeupon the 
; very outward form wherein the diffe- 
renceconhlts; and ſo nouriſhes {trite 
and diſcord among brethren, 

That which the Apoſilefaid of the 
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Law. the end eglorioxs ; the end of 
Moſes Adminiſtration was glorious: 
I may aflume here, the trze Jace, the 
true Image, and the true and ſpirituall 
Appearance 1n and under every forme 
3s glorious, itis God, and it isoze and 
theſame, but the outward figure doth 
difler. He that hath the Spirit of God, 
and 1n that Spirit lockes upon all 
tormes, he embraces them all, here- 
conciles ail, hewalkes with all , with 
Jew, with men under theLaw, with 
men without Law.and Goth not ſtum- 

ble. nor 1s an ofjence. | 
All Saints are oxe body. Now as 1n 
the body there are feverall mcmbers, 
and each member differs as in a ft- 
gurc; foinulctulncdletoo, yet are all 
uſefull tn their places: So itis inthe 
. ſeverail attainments and adminiſire- 
tions that Saints are under; each doth 
dificr from other in {pirituallity, and 
power. and glory. The Scriptures are 
a Record and Regiſter of all thoſe ſeve. 
tall adm iniſ{irations that God hath 
brought 


the tUmg riſtian. 131! 


brought his peopleunder; of all the 
ſeverall formes in which God hath ap- 
peared to them; and the Scripture 
beares witneſle to every of thele, and 
there 1snone of thele but were uſetull 
in their time, in their cxder and place, 
and the one doth leade unto the other 
ina way of aſcending ſtill; and as the 
hand cannot ſay untothe foot, I have 
no need of thee; ſo neither can the 
higheſt adminiſtration ſay to the Jow- 
eſt adminiſtration, I have nonced of 
thee; for there are {till thoſethat are 
benc fitted by the loweſt adminiitrati- 
on, as well as thcre are{ome that are 
raiſed up tothe hioheſt adminititratt- 
on. T he iVrrſe ina family (wherethere 
are children) is uſefull in her place, as 
well as the Stewar4of the houſe, that C 
lookcs to a!l the eltfate. 11 (lh 15 alc full - 
to babes, as well as ftrorg mat tomen: 
T herefore, as'the membcrs of the bo- 
dy doeall of them doe their ofticetn 
their {everall places, without .iſputing 
and murmuring: (The hand faithnot, 

L 2 becauſe 
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becauſeI am not the head, therefore 1 
am notof the body ; nor the foot, be- 
cauleI am not the eyeto ſee the way, 
thereforeT will not carry on the body 
in the way;) Soſhouldit be in the þo- 
dy of Chriſt, Letus every onein that 
ſtation and calling wherein we areſet 
in the body, miniſter to the Lord 
whether as Nurſes to give” the chil- 
dren, or whether as Stewards to pro- 
vide meat for ſtrong men : If we had 
aright underſtanding of things, there 
would not þe theſe breaches among 
us, becauſe we walke not all in the 
{ame way, arenot all in the ſame for. 

Ttis the beauty of the body to have va- 
riety of parts; The manifold wiledom 
of God is feene init, his word is purit;- 

ed ſeven times, and he brings forth the 

/ ſame truths in more ſpirituall and 

higher appearances, and higher, and 
higher yet:the ſame word is fulfilled 0= 
ver & over. They that are yet in the low 

boughs, may come tothetop boughz; 
But here's the Reſolution of all; Thoſe 
that 
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that are yet below, being not able to 
comprehend that which 1s above the, 
that which is more capacious then 
themſelves, they canvot bear witnelle 
to It, nay, they cannot bear with it. But 
{ti]l cake this bo a certaine truth, the 
higher you goe, and the more God 
drawes you up, the more able you wil 
beto comprehend and reconcile all un- 
der-appearances, and all lower admi- 
niſtrations, and to difſcerne them all 
in the Unity of the Spirit,and of the ap= 
pearance and breaking forth of God. 
But ſo much ſhall ſerve for that Utſe 
and that Point. | 

Now I come to the next Point, and 
that's the difference betweene men in | 
their formes, or rather the amount of 

- their difference, or what it amounts ! 
to: Some are living Chriſtians, and : 
ſome aredying Chriſtians; We haveit 
in theſe words, Whether we live, or whe- 

ther we aye. | 

Who is hee that dyes? It is hee , 
that is in bondage to outward , ob-= 

L3 lervances, 
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ſervances, that depends upon fleſily 
formes. 

Who 1s he that /zves? Why, it is he 
that 1s free. You know, yee often meet 
with theſe diſtintions in Scripture, 
Circumciſion and mnncircumciſion, Jew 
and Gentile, bond and free, quicke and 
dead. 

Liberty is the next thing to life, 
Whatgood doth a manslife doe him, 
1fhebenot a free man? (T mean ſpirt- 
tuall Liberty, or Liberty inthe Spirit) 
and Pondage 1t 1snext to death. But 
upon other Conſiderations, it is here 
called living and dying. 

But it may beſaid, 1s not the Text 
abuſed to interpret it thus a/egorically, 
or to make a Metaphor of it? ſhould tt 
not be taken literally? 

Whether we live,(that is in the body) 


_ welivennto the Lora. or whether we aye, 


(that 1s, oc uut of this body) we ajze 
unro the Lora. 

T anſwer, be{:des, that ſuch an inter- 
pretatton 1s-t2 make the Apoſile here 


ſpeak 
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ſpeake 7npertinently, as being quite | 
from the buſlineſ{le he hath in hand: 

You {hall finde alſo it is cro/ſe to the 
Letter of the Scripture; for that 1snot 
death that men call death , and that is. 
not life that men call life; For God 3s 
the God of the living and not of the dead; 
in that ſenſe, Abrah, wn 1s alive, though 
dead. The Scripture cals not them 
dead, nor God the God of thedead, in 
that ſenſe, but the living, and a/ things 


live to Gol. 
Againe, he faith not, they dye in the 


Lord, though that be to beraken {pirt- 
tally, but they dyetotheLord. And 
it you aske, why ſhould they be called 
dying Chriſtians , dying Saints? The 
Apoſtle will tell. you, when he ſaith, 
To 9 carn:/ly minded js death, Rom. 8. 
6. That which is tranſlated carnally 
minded, {igntfes to ſavorr carna7y; to 
ſavour G14andour/ife carnally,this 15 
death; but he that 1s 1n bondaye to 
formes; {avours God and lite carnally, 


ergo it 1s death, and hets a dytng man. 
L4 That 


13C ve aying ana 
| That he favours carnally, appeares 
from hence; That he doth reliſh bet- 
ter, and lavour more the weaknzſſe of 
God inan 0rdinance, then the frength, 
_ andexcellency, and glory of God in 
the Spirit, and inhis owne proper ap- 
pearance. He is more taken, his heart 
goes out more after the ſight of God in 
fleſp, then to ſee him 1n Spirit ; 1snot 
this to ſavour life carnally? For to 
thinkethat a mans life is boundup in 
any torme, or in fleſh, is itnot a car- 
nall ſavour? And yet doe not many 
Chriitians doe ſo? Donot they think 
that God and an Ordinance doenouriſh, 
and feed, and adminiſter ſtrength to 
you, butnot God without an Ordi1- 
nance. The Apoſtle faith, We have this 
treaſure in earthen veſſels. Now if a 
man counts not this to be treaſure ex- 
ceptitbein an carthen velle]], 1s not 
thiscarnall? Ttistrue, while we doe 
receive God in any forme, 1t 1s mercy, 
but to ſay,God cannot be meat or nou- 
Ti[ſhment without a forme. this 1s to ſa- 
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with doubts, concerning their good e- 
ſtate , that havea load lying upon 
them, and clouds of darkneſle before 
them; that hanker after an Ordinance 
to come and diſpell theſe Clouds! O if 
I could receive ſuch an Ordinance, a 
Sacrament in ſuch a manner ; This 
(they think ) would ſolve all objett- 
ons,and givethem tul afſurance:when 
as, they have God, they have his Pro- 
miſes;The word js nigh t hee, ſaith the A= / 
poſtle in this Epiſtle,Cap. 10.ever in thy 
heart.But behold, except this God will 
come to them in fleſh , they can make 
nouſe of him;they cannot ſee howGod 
ſhould doit in Spirit without a form; 
this 1s to ſavourlite carnally,therefore 
they linger 1n their deſertionsand tem= 
ptations, & arenothelp't out of them, 
becauſe they ſtay for God to come to 
them in ſuch a way, and ſee no falva- 
tion for them in h:zſelf , tor then 
they would depend upon him. 
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- 299vY this Scripture 1s another, 


viz. Rom. 8. If we live after the fleſh we | 


ſhail dye. Now thereare many ſorts of | 


fleſh, laith the Apoſtle; There 3s one 
kindeof fleſh of neen, another of beaſts, a= 
notherof birds, an»ther' of fiſhes. There 
15Heſhof fiſhes, rhat will carry a man 


fwinmingly 1n the$ pirit; and there 1s 


fleth of birds, that will ſoar aloft like 
the Spirit; there i 1s hi gh-raiſed fleſh;but 
x weltive after the z2tion or principle 
of any thing below God, welive after 


" theflalh, Yeait weliveatter themo- 


tion of Graces themſelves, not reſol- 


_ vingourgracesinto God, weliveafter 


the fleſh. It the ſparkling and turnin 
of ourgracesthemſelves be the wine, 
that doth cheare and refreſh us; yea, 
thefleſhof Ckri(t, 1f welſticke in that 
valle, (and ſtand not in thenaked Sp1- 
rit of Chriſt , before God, paſling 
through Chriſtsfleſh, both in him, and 
inourlſelves, ashe hath vaſt through 
it.) weeare not yet paſt ont of the 


fleſh. 
Iay 


| 
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the tving Chriſtian. 
I ſay not, that they that have the uſe 


| of formesare dying Chriſtians; but f 
| they that depend upon them, they that 


cannot have life from God, unleſle he 
preſent himſelfe to them in the fleth, 
are dying Chriſtians. 


The ſecond Reaſon ; They that a Anſc2 
we 3 


ort of God are in a dying condition, 
thoſe whoſe life is bound upin any 
forme, they fall ſhort of God. He that 
attaines not God, loſes the Race; He 


| -thatattaines not the prize of the high 


calling of God in Chris Jeſus, loſes the 
Race, and hedyes. He that is in' bon- 
dage to outward obſervances, and'de- 
pends upon them, fals ſhort of God, 
that 1s, ofthe glory of God; He hath 
God under a vaile in his forme, but 
not God in his glory; He ſees God 
vailed, not his oper: face, not as he is, He 
hearesof God 1n a Parable, he ſees him 
not plainly; even the fleſh of Chriſt 1s 
a vaile, and ti]l wearepaſt through 
that (through the Mediatorſhip, and 
through the tleſhly ſtate 1n our lelves,) 
we 


130 


| 


| 


WR an. tee ee 
. 


Ke 


| 
. 


f 


Anſ.3. 


| ofthis ſalvation here meant. 


ve aying ana 
"ad not in the oper preſence of | 
Goa. | 

The end of forms js death. The end of | 
Chriſts fleſbly ſtate and appearance y 
was death; either wemuſtlye and die | 
in form ( I mean not eternally, ) or we 
mult dye to form. 

There's no coming to a higher ſtate 
but by dying tothe former ſtate, 
Chriſt was Crucified in t he fleſh , before 
Tuitified in the Spirit;He that endures to 
theend ſhall beſaved : He that paſſes 
through all things, forgets , and dyes 
to imperfedt diſcoveries , to fleſhly ap- | 

rances, (let them never be ſuch 
ſpirituallfleſh, ) heonly is in the way 


Thefleſhly form ( as it is in Saints ) 
hath in it the /zed and principle of the 
ſpirituall appearance , and genders 1t by 
dying; God that commanded light to 
ſhine out of darkneſſe,&c. God brings 
forth glory to his peopleby aſſi:&ion, 
tribulation and dying. Their comforts 
g0away in the fleſh, erethey come in 
| the 
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the Spirit. while thefleſh /af#Fs upon 

them , the Spirit 1snot broke forth. 
Whilethe torm or fleſhly appearance 
1sany thing to us,and we promiſeour 
ſelves any thing from it,God 1s not al/ 
in all ; while God 1snotall in all, our 
comforts are not brought forthin 
the Spirit; and ſo are not made per- 
fed. 

In all fleſkly appearances there is 
Enmityto God therefore God 1s En- 
mity to them. This Enmity isdiſco- 
vered in the diſputes that we have a- 
bout faith ; Whether it juitify as a Con- 
dition, or as an InStrument only; and 
abour the Spirit, whether the Spirit 
be !mus by preſence or by influence 
only , which are miſts that ariſe 
out of the bottomleiie pit, and ar- 
gue, God 1snot all in all there, and fo 
that ſoul 1snot perfeCted. 

The Scripture in 1 ZepP. 2. Fc. pa- 
ralels the diſpenſation Chriſtians are 
under, Iwi// utterly conſume all things, 
from off the Land , ſaith the Lord. 1will 

conſune 
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conſume man and beaſt ; TI will conſume 
the fowls of the Heaven, and. the fiſhes of 
the Sea,and the ſtumbli ing blocks with the 
wicked, and I will cut off man, &*c. and 
. Iwil ſtretch my hand upon the In- 
': 7a of Jeruſalent,&c. (upon Pro- 
icl]ors;) 4nd Iwill cut off (ver. 5.) thenz 
that worſhip, and ſweare by the Lord and 
Malcham. This 1sthecondition of our 


-times, light 1s broken in upon us, and 


we ſee that Ordinances are nothing 
without the Lord; every one will con- 
tetle that;that the Letter 1sa dead Let- 
ter without the Spirit, andthe Ordi- 
nances are meere formes without Gods 
Appearance in them; ant therfore our 
deſigne 15 to couple the Lord and Ordi- 
nances together, and we cannot en- 
dureto heareof the parting of them: 

Sweare by the Lord and by Malcham:e- 
venasyoulce men now adayes doe; 
ſowemay. have but Ordinances, we 
are well: Thus is that which I was 
ſpeaking of belore, that we doe pro- 


' mileour lelves ſomething from tne 


fieſhly 
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fleſi ly tormeand appearance, and ſo 
like the j/raelites, we are hankerine at- p 
ter the fleſb-pot s of Agypt:though they 
had as good meate 1n the Wilderneitc, 
yet the fleſh-pots ran in their mindes. 
So, though God ofter himſclte, and 
though Chriſtians te!l you (for "what 
they tel] you, God tels you,) they tell 
you they cannot finde Ged in ſuch and 
ſuch formes, but tinde him abundantly 
good In the $pirit, and they findethat 
he recomperces the want of all formes 
inthe Spirit; though he be gone our 
ol the Temple, yerthey finde him in 
their hearts; they prefle you to waite 
ti] God appeare to youn the Spirit: # 
Oh (lay you) Ican never believe it 
that Gcd f:onld doe it without an Or- 
Cinance. orthat Cod ſhould {trength- 
en you without an Ordinance. God 
(thinke you) with an Ordinance can 
ſtrenothen me, and deliver me, and 
fave me out of temptation, not other= 
wiſe: this is to ſay, that theOrct- 
nance or fle{hly form, doth addeſome- 
thing 
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thing to God. If you will confeſſe God 
tobealli»an Ordinance, you muſt 
conteſlehim to be all withour an Or- 
dinance, to be ſufficient of himſelf, 

I defire not to be miſtaken; I do 
not judge thoſe that frd God in Or- 
dinances and outward formes , Let 
them wait upon Gud,and let them re- 
ceive and partake of the benefit of the 
Ordinance, and let them bleſſe God 
forit, and be faithfull totheir own 
principles, and let them be ſweet to 
others; but when we do find God in 
a form,and in an Ordinance, to ſay,he 
15notto be found and enjoyed any 0- 
ther way, this 1s not a right Spirit. 
Nay,when wefind not God in an Or- 
dinance, yet we wlll keeptoit, asif 
God were notto be enjoyed any 0- 

'ther way. This is the greateſt uyreaſo- 
ableneſſethat can be, to put no worſe 
anameupon it, 

Now I have done with the Reaſon 
of the point. | 

Iſhould ſhew now who are the 7: 

wing 


the tumg Chriſtian, 145” 


ving Chriſtians,and how they are in a 
more living condition that are free 
from the bondage of outward obſer- 
vances, that do not depend upon any 
fleſhly appearance or adminiſtration, 
but ſeea fulneſſe and ſufficiency of ,, 
God in the Spirit,and enjoy thelamez Ul 
for elſe, for men to have a notion and 
principle of it, and not to enjoy God 
1n the Spirit ; they may come from a 
{ad outward Religion and forms to 
no Religion, nay, to Atheiſm; and 
God will judge the freeas well as the 
bond. They may be free from Ordt- ' 
nances , and yet may be as fleſhly to 
God, asifthey were underthe Jewiſh 
obſervances. 

But the Uſe that TI would make of 
what hath been delivered , isfirit a 
Lſeof Admonitton unto thoſe that 
are ſtill in forms; and ſecondly, a 
word of [n{truction to us all, 

1. It is for Admrmitionto thole that 
areinformes; Welay not, that the 
Lord isnot within you, northat 
M which 
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which you doe, you doe not to the 
Lord;but the holy Ghoſt ſaith of you, 
you are dying Chriſtians. Whilethou 
can(t only ſee Godin a fleſhly Image 
andrepreſentation, thou art in a dy- 
ing condition: It is a ſigne thou ſceſt 
not God in-his glorious and ' ſpiritu- 

all appearance; for if thou did{t, thou 

wouldit ſay as they in the Mount at 

Chrilts transfiguration; 0h it js good 

for #5 to ve here; Letus look no more 
for God in forms, and fleſhly admi- 

{rrations; atlea(r, you would not de- 

(ireto have your portion in fleſhly Re- 
prelentations;(not but that, that man 

who hath God broken forth 1n him, 

in ſpirit and power; may ſuffer others 

in thoſe forms,” andnot loſe hisowne 

enjoyments;) YouareChrilts, and 

youare Chriſtians, but you arcin a 

tieſhly and dying eſtate, &you may be 

ſhrewly put to it, that do depend up- 

on a forme & fleſhly adminiſtration : 

When it cannot be had, what wilt 

thou dce ? Thy caſc is much asa 

mans 
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mans that 1s kept up by Cordials, and 
by means that the Phylitianuſesto { 
him, and not tobecompared with ' 
him that 1s in a way of recovery, that 
is paſt the danger of his diſeale, in 
whom nature is growing ſtrong, and 
1s overcoming the malignity of the 
diſeaſe by little and little, When 
the other wantsthe Phylitian, it is 
as much as his life 1s worth; and the 
Cordiall, if it belong a fetching, the 
man beginsto faint; he hath nothis 
{trength within him, but without in 
Cordials; fois the caſe between him 
that Irves upon Ordinances, and him 
that lives upon Chriſt in the Spirit. 
Chriſt 1s never zz a jeurxey, or to fetch 
a great way off ; theretore | ſay, you 
arein a dying condition that depertd 
upon forms. 

2. Uſcisof Initrufion, to g1Vve 
us]jght in what the Lord is now 
doing , and in the conſequence 
thereof. 
You haveheard that Formes can- 


| 
M ' 2 not 


148 Thedying and 
 notdiſpenſetousthe ſpirituall Diſco- 

veriesof God , but by their going 4- 

way in themſelves; God hath ſentout | 

the Spirit of El;jah among us, Cod is |, 

contenting with fleſh, God is come 

into his Temple . to fit there asa 

Refiners fire, and he 1s bringing down 

| all our forms; But how ? Reis de- 

4 {troyingthem in the fleſþ, that he may 
grveusthem again in the Spirit. 

Thiststhat account upon which 

we may converſe together, and {peak -| « 

together in forms ; yet, not in the old- |: ; 

neſſe of the Letter, but in the newneſſe of 

N the Spirit ; not accounting the form a- | 

| ny thing; Miniſters not reckoning 

themſelvesto beanointed above their 

tellowes, and ſo making themſelves, , 

Lords over Gods heritage. No, it was f 

Only Chriſt Jeſus was anointed above | p 

his fellows, inthat Adiminiſtration, | ' 

wherein he was to be of publique uſe 

to the body, but the auointing runs 

down from the head to the skirts of 

his garment , &c, The anointing 1s 

upon 


ons 
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upon youall Chriſtians ; it isthe di- 
vine appearance within us anoints us 
abovethe world. The Lord hath a 
quarrell with allfleſh , and we ſhall 
' hear God ſpeaking in one another 
more purely ; he will turn to us a pure 
language , when he hath madens a 
| poor people. Poverty and Pureneſle / 
| ſhallgo together. 

And then we will go no more forth 
to Malchams; when Cod hath ſilenced, 
| andſtopt the mouth of all fleſh , and be 
alone is _ _— will give you 
| Judges, as at the firſ#, and Connſellers, as 
| os STILL. we Con know 
| theLord, and beabletoſpeak to one 
| another, asat the beginning. 

Think not your Religion willnot 
be, if the fleſh of it be deſtroyed ; we 
. ſhall know 1t moreinthe $p7rit , and 
ſce the anointing diſcovering it lelfe 
\ upon the Body of Chriſt, 
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ROM. 14. 8. 
For whether wee live, wee live unto the 
Lord, and whether: we dye, we dye eats 
to the Lord. 


a2 Uchisthe nature of man, 
© a: 2, fuch our darneſſe and 
TH; Y blindnefle. ſuch our un- 
2 { acquaintedneſſe with 
oo 2 ſpirituall things. that we 
are even ſhie, and ſtartle at that, that 
Is OUr gre: ateſt i interc{t, 

TheDiſciples, when Telus Chriſt 
came walking unto them on the Sea, 
after 
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after he had been a while abſent from 
them, took him for a Spzrit, and cry- fl 
ed out for fear. Jeſus Chriſt, the Lord, 
that Spirit, that quickning Spirit; He 
hath been abſent from us a while; 
namely, during the Apoſtacy, during 
the rain of Antichriſt, and he 1s now 
vilitingus, andis comingtousin his 
own appearance: (When Chriſt who is | 
onr life ſhall appear; When weſhall 
breake forth under the Vail :) Now 
we know him not, and are exceeding- | 
ly afraid; yea, we cry out for fear, we | 
ory out of Deitroying Religion, pulling F 
down Ordinances. This 1sthe very caſe / 
inthe Text here. There were ſomein 
the Apoſtles dates, that wereſtill in 
the fleſh, Tmean, that were 1n that 
grofle fleth,that were under that ſame 
thick Vail ofthe Jewiſh Pedagogy, and: 
they were offended at others, from 
whom God had taken that vail,& that 
|. didnot walk in thoſe obſervances:they 
did judg them;very like they judged 
them to be zrreligious men; what not 

M 4 oblerve a 
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a day, that God himſelfe hath in#7itu- 
ted? Not obſerve diſtin&ions of meats 
that God himſelf hath founded ? 
What audaciouſneſle is this to throw 
down the Ordinancesof God. 
Onthe other hand, thoſe that did 
{ceground(parhaps) In the Letter for 
what they did, for thecaſting off the 
yoke ofcbels outward obſervances yet 
not walking fpiriturally in this liber- 
ty, deſpiſed them that were ſtill under 
theſe. When any thing of a form is recei- 
ved by our nature, by our fleſh, there is a 
miſcarriage in it, It God appear in-our 


| formes, we judgethoſe that are above 


them. If God lead us above them, we 
areready to defpilethoſe that are un- 


; derthem; remainingallthis while in 
' deedandintruth, under a form our 


ſelves, though weappeare inthis di- 
{tin&ion from others, for uncircuxci- 
fon 182 form as well as Circumciion, 


nd it ſhews it ſelf fo to be by this u- 


rircunciſed geſpiling of others for 
forms ſake, in whom there may be as 
much 
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much or more powey then in our ſclves 
In this Chapter the Apoſtle ſtates 
the controverlie,and gives us a rule to 
adminiſter towards the one and the 
other. Leb not himthat eateth deſpiſe 
him that eateth not. and let not him that 
eatethnot judge him that eateth, for the h 
Lord hath received him. Paradventure 
the one of them 1s in a better ſtate then 
the other, yet they are both of them 
intheLord, they are the Lords. The 
one1sa living Chriſtian, theothera 
dying Chriſttan, yet they are both the 
Lords: For ſaith he, Whether we live, 
we liveunto the Lord,or whether we dye, 
we dye unto the Lord. And ſo we come 
to the words, whence we haveobſer- 
ved; That God is not oxely in different 
formes but in oppoſite forms , tuchas 
are regarding a day, and not regarding 


It. 


We have obſerved likewiſe what 

the difference of Chriſtians doth 4- 
-0unt unto: thoſethat are in bondage 
to forms, and thoſe that are _— 
Om 
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from thoſeforms; theone is a living 
and the other a dying man. For whe- 
#her we live, wee live unto the Lord, or 

whether we dye, we dye unto the Lord. 
Iſpak of thedying Chriſtian thelaſt 
day, and ſhewed you in what reſpect 
he 1s a dying Chriſtian thatisunder 
Ordinances, or that depends upon 
them (for every converling in Ordi- 
nances 15 not a depending upon Ordi- 
nances: ) Firſt, It is a dying condition, 
for heſavourslife carnally; they ſa- 
vourthelr life according to the weak- 
neſle of the fleſh, and not according to 
the power of the Spzrit, according to 
the carnality ofthe fory7, and not ac- 
cording to the ſpirituality of God. 
Theretore'tis that men doe joynethe 
Ordinances and God together, as 
thoſe that ſwore by the Lorde&&by Mal- 
cham; they left not out the Lord, but 
would -joyne Malchanr with him too, 
they ſavour life carnally : and fecond- 
1y, They fall ſbort of God, they fall ſhort 
ofthe glory of God, therefore, they 
are 
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are. dying Chriſtians. They ſee God in 
his weakneſle, but they ſee him not 
in his frergth: and thirdly, They muſt 
paſſe through death, for every form is 
raiſed up that 1t may dye,and not that 
it ſhould live for ever: Itis raiſed up 
for a Miniſtration,to miniſter to ſome 
other thing, and therefore muſt have 
itsperiod. Every form 1s;buta way, 


yea, the body of Chriſt is but a way, ,,. 


Through the new and living way that is 
hjs fleſh :. And T might have added a- 
nother Reaſon, and that is this, That 
Jeſus Chriſt, The end of his appearance 
7n the fleſh, was death; He was manife- 
ſted in the fleſh, He brought down the 
love of God and theglory of God in 
his fleſh: heſpakethe things of God 
to us in fleſhly ſrgnes and parables, and 
the end of that ſtate was death; and fo 
likewiſe muſt the end of every ſtate of 
chri5tians 1n the fleſh and in forms and 
Ordinances be: The Comforter could 
not come except Chriſt did go away. 
An higher appearance of God cannot 


come but 1t removes a lower appea- 
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pearanceof God, as grain of corne 
doth not rife up but by dying and 
rotting in its firſt body, asthe Apo- 
ſtle ſpeaks. But it ſhall ſuffice to have 
ſpoken thus much concerning the dy- 
ing Chriſtian. 

* Butnow what is this ſame living 
Chriſtian ? Whether we live we live unto 
the Lord. Who is1t that lives? 

Why the Lord lives, and onely the 
Lord, They ſhall ſwear, the Lord liveth : 
and, As Tlive ſaith the Lord: Theres 
none lives but God; ſo that whoſoe- 
verlives, 1tis bythe Lord living in 
him. The Apoſtleſaith ſo much,when 
he faith,, Not I, but Chriſt liveth in me. 

This ſameliving thenof theLord in 
usdoth relate unto the dying and bu- 
Trrall ofthe Lord in us, TheLord he 1s 
buricd or obfcured in us. and then he 
rifeth, aSit 1s ſaid, Tam be that Was 
dead and am alive,and behold T live for- 
eVermore:; and as.1t Is Eph. 4. He that 0 = 
cended js the ſame alſo that ſirſt deſcend. 
ed into the lower parts of thecarth. And 

this 
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this isthe great Myſtery of godlineſle; 
God manifeſt 1# the fleſh, and juſtified in 
the Spirit; firſt maniteſt in the fleſh, 
The Word was made fleſh, and dwelt a- 
mongit #5, &c. And io the Word 
COmes, and at length carries up fleſh 
with it into Spirit. 

Indced we are but the grave, as it 
were, of the Lord Jelus, This whole 
Creation, as it is known after the fleſh, 
and as 1t is enjoyed by us, and as we 
converle with 1t carnally, and as It 1s 
carnally received by us, it 15but the 
Tome, as1t were, wheretheLord is 
entred; it is but the grave, thetepul- 
chre wherein the Lord isburied. 

Whyz:hen, what 15the living of the 2 
Lord, the Lords Reſurrcction, the 
Lords ſprouting forth out of this ſame 
grave, this ſameſepulchre? 

Anfw. It is this, It isthe Lords aP- nf 
pearing,the Lords diſcovering him{elf, 
the Lords coming forth and putting 
oft his Vail and covering, putting off 
his grave-cloaths (as I may ſay) this is 
the Lords living, For 


I 
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_ ofthis, take thele things. 
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1. T batthe Lords death is the crea- 
tureslife. The burying or obſcuring 
oftheLord Jeſus is the life of man, 
and thelife of forms, &thelife of fleſh. 

2. Andin theſecond place the re- 
ſurretion and appearance of the 
Lord 1s the death of man, and the 
death of forms, and the death offleſh. 
Whilethe Lord Jeſus hides himſclfe, 
while he breaks not forth in his glory 
the creature1s ſomething, and forms 
arenothing, and they grow up and 


flouriſh asthegrafle doth by the ſho- 


wers. But when the Lord Jeſus comes 
forth 1n his Spirit, and appears, then 


_ _theZBrafle withereth, and the flower 


fadeth, fo we finde it in 1ſay. 40. 6,7. 
1he Voyce I aid, Cry. And a 10a 
fſhal Tcry# Al fleſh 3s graſs, all the good- 
lines therof is as the flower of the field.the 
graſſe withereth, the flower fadeth; be- 


. cauſe the Spirit of the Lord bloweth up- 


f 


on it: ſurely the people is graſſe. What 


IS 


JINO- z 7 10, 


isthe meaning of the Spirit of the Lord; 
blowing upon 1t? [The meaning is this, 
when the Lord comes forth in his ſpi- 
rit, and reveals himſelf in hisglory, 
then the glory of fleſh paſleth away,as 
when the Sunne appears in the firma- 
ment the ſtars take their leave : wee 
know that as fleſh is enmity unto ſpi- 
rit,ſo ſpirit 1s enmity unto fleſh; and 
therefore it 1s ſaid, that they luſt the 
one againſt the other. : 

In thethird place take this propo- 
ſition, that as the obſcuring of the 
Lord Jeſus isthe life of the Creature, 
and the lite of that fleſh , and 
the reſurrection of the Lord Jeſus is 
the extinguiſhing ofthe creatures like. 
So thirdly,this is,& hath been the de- 
ſign of God,and his glory from the be- 
gining; to come forth out ofthis ſame 
erave,& from under this ſamewvail(un- 
der which he hath lain hid,and bin cove- 
red )by ſeveral ſteps; &therfore every 
ſtep of Chriits appearance, is, comari- 
tively with the former darknes:a ſtate 
of lite,& a gradual reſurreFion, When 
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When Chriſtdid come forth from 
under the Jewiſh ceremonies; when 
the body was come, then was Chriſt 
raiſed in ſome ſenſe, and then did 
Chriſt begin to1ive and flouriſh; and 
thoſe that ſaw this, they lived, inthe 
Apoſtles ſenſe here, Whether we live, 
we live unto the Lord. 

Here was a gradual! Reſurrection 
in this, though not a compleat Reſur- 
rection. There wasathicker Vail ta- 
ken off of Chriſt, and a thinner vail 
put on : ſothat Chriſt then coming 
torth under a thinner Vail, is called 


 bythenameof the higheſt and laſt ap- 


arahice of all; it iscalled a (Living) 

not but that Chriſt did ſtill lye un- 
der a vall,as the Apoſtleſaith, Through 
the vail, that is his fleſh. And the New 
Teſtament Ordinances, though they 
are finer vails, yet they are vails tothe 
Lord:{yea, Imay ſay, that the very 
graces of the Saints, as we look upon 
them in a kinde of fleſhly form; as 
welookeupon them intherr oy 
| ar 
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larnames and circumſtances; ſo they 
are a vail to the Lord Jeſus;yea,Chriſt 
1s ſaid to riſe when he comes into the 
world; I an come that ye night have 
life, and that ye might have it more a= 
bundantly, that is, more abuncant] 
then they had under the Jewiſh Or- 
dinances; becauſcthat was a grofler 
vall:1n this ſenſe you may underſtand 
That, I azz the way the truth and the 
life, Ke. It you undericand it im the 
ficih, it isin compariſon of the for- 
mer -alively appearance of Cod; Not 
thar this is thehigheſt appearance ot 
God, for, 0 gout that look for hin, he FA 


ſha! appear the ſecond time without. (rir 
wntoſalvatien. So that, Tlay, Ch! riſt is 
coming out of the « grave, and every 
ſtep is a aſtep to life, a ſtep of the R @- 
ſurreGion.2 dc orecof lid tre. Now then | 
from the lethines, ifyouask me who | 
is this ſame living Chriſtian? T (hall | 
anſwer you, firſt, in a ſubordinate 
tenſe, ſecondly inanultimacte fenſe. 
In a Subordinate ſenſe, he 1s a I1- 
N ving 
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ving Chriſtian, in whom the Lord Je- 
ſus hath paſſed through many forms 
and vails: hethatis-not in bondage 
tothoſelame grojle, and thick, and 
dark appearances of God, 

But now in the Ultimate ſenſe, the 
truth is.that whilewe are on this lide, 
that ſame higheſt and brighteſt ap- 

aranceof God. till he comes tobe al 
im allinus, we cannot beſaid to beli- 
ving Chriſtians;though mm reſpect of 
former and darkcr 2 Ppearances, the 
preſent apf Dearanceof Ged tous way 
{ctusupin a higher degree of life: yet 
in compariſon of that which 1s to 
come,the very beſt and higheſt of this 
ſtare 1s but a death; while God adgal- 
viſterstous under ar, y form, under a- 
ny vail, thereis {o much of C arkneſle, 

and thereisſo much of tear and en- 
mity againſt God : and. therefore(T 
pray mark 1t) thofediſputes among 


US CCNCET? wing faith; whether the a of 


faith doth juitifie us; or whether it be 
an act of God that doth juſtifie us; I 
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concelve that herin faith is perverted, 
and we doe make a quite contrary uſe 
of it, and not that which God appoin- 
ted; hehath ſetup faith, as alight in 4 th | 
dark place; and behold weare aſcri. ”/| 
bing that unto faith which 1s duc only 
unto God. And hence is that other di- 
{pute; Whether God doth dwell in 1s on- 
ly by grace, and be with us only by infiu- 
ences and operations, as he is in other Fi 
creatures after their kind : Whence &- 
\ riſethele queſtions, but out out of the 
{mokeotthe buttomlefie pit £ and 
out of enmity againſt God? Hence it 
is that grace, and the influences of 
God doe ſtep into the place of God 
himſelfe, and into the place of the 
Bridegroome, Chriſt htmſclfe in the 
Spirit, 1sthegraceof the Spirit. So 
that while God appears unto us under 
any form, (even gracethat 1s the pu- 
reſt vail) God 1snot all in all : we find 
faith would be ſomething, and grace 
would be ſomething, and this 1s 


through the fleſh. 
| N 2 Now 
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Now thereisbut onething moreto . 


doe, andthat is alittle to explain as 
faras wecan, what this fame reſurre-, 
ctionin a man, What this ſame put- 
ting off of the vail | Is; what the itate 
of a \Edliever i 1s1n {uch a condition. 

I {hall expreſleit to you by theſe 
two things; by the parity, and by the 


ſt reneth of 1t. 


The puritylies nerin, that theLord A 
jsa!lin all : Hereis the purity of that 
ſtate: Ordinances they are not,Graces 
they: arenct; theLord 1s all in all: the 
Lord isallin gr: aces, nay, the Lord is 
all in himſelf; heis ſufficient to the 
foul: TheLord i 1s that which Ordi- 
nances were, and that wich graces 
were, th: eeheLord is; asyouſh all ſce, 

Kev. 21.22.And I ſawno Temple there, 


for the Lord God Almighty, ana the 
Lamb are the Templeo of it, Mark 1t;what 


areal] Ordinances, but asthe Tem- 

ple was under t heLaw ? The Temple 
wasthat ſame form,wherein God ap- 
veared unto Es Pcople.It was a figure 
to 
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to themof the body of Chriſt, .in 
which the fulnefſe of the God head 
was to awell, and doth dwel: When 
elus Chriſt came, who was the body 
the Temple was no more.So,the ſame 
compariſon wee may make between 
the fleſh of Chriſt, or Chriſt in the 
fleſh, and Chriſt in the Spirit; What 


'was the fleſh of Chriſt but the true 


Temple, the body, the ſub- 
ſtance of that figure and ſhadow that 
was amongſt the Jewes? Thus 1t was 
inrelation to types that went before; 
But what was It in reſpe&tofthat 
whieh was to come afterward? 7wi// 'l 
ſend you another comforter,cven the Spi- 

rit of truth, &c. That this Comforter 
may come, this ſame preſenceof 
Chriſt muſt beremoved, 7t is exped;- 
ent for you that I go'away;OdeStroy this 7 


- Temple, and Twill raiſeit up againthe | 


third day; But when he was raiſed (T 


| befeech you do but mark, )did Chriſt 


let his body beof that uſeto his Dil- 
ciples after heroſe again 2 When 14- 
| ry 
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ry came, and fell at his feet to kiſle 
them, ſaith Chriſt, Touch we not, for I 
ant not yet aſcended to my Father. The 
ſame with that which, Pan ſpeaks, 2 
Cor.5.Though we have knownChriſt after 
the fleſh; yet henceforth know we him ſo 
no more. Mary (laith Chriſt) my body 
isno longer a Temple, but your hearts 
and ſpirits muſt bethe Temple; 7 an 
wot yet aſcended, &*c. Thou mult 
know nothing in me as before; Thou 
mult know Godin me; I am breaking 
forth into the glory of the Father, and 
{hallnot appear 1n the fleſh any more. 

Chriſt mthe fleſh met with many 
an unbelieving ſou], that went #xbelie- 
ving away from him; but Chriſt ap- 
pearing in the Spirit, opens the moſt 
unbelieving heart. This is the firit thing 


1 this ſameliving Chriſtian; nothing. 
but Purity it ſelf; nothing but God 


himſelf. is his repaſt, and delight. 
2. Put then ſecondly, This eſtate 
may bee deſcribed by its ſtrength and 


power alſo. It is that which, I confes, 
1s 


* ov »F} - «og 
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15a ſtumbling block to the world, 
( andit may well beſo ) to ſeemen 
boaſt of ſuch attainments aboye Or- i 
dinances, and yet to havelo little fon 
of them in their walking and conver- 
ſation to ſee them carnall ſtill, to ſee 
them doat upon the world {till, to ſee 
them {till as proud and patſtonateas e- 
Ver, My beloved, Ton have not /o Jear- | 
ned Chriſt .it you beliving men; if you 
havethe living principle in you, your 
life is not to diſcourſe in another _ 


ſphere and dialect then moſt men do; |, 
þ 


it isnotto be ableto contradict, and 
throw down the forms of the world. This 
15not this ſameliving man;No, where 
the Lord Jeſus1s brokeforth in ſpi- 
rit, whereheisriſen from the dead; 
M ghty works will [Lew forth themſelves 
in that man: It isa ſtateof power and 
glory. andtherefore ſaith the Apo- 
ſtle, Phzl. - dy hat 1 11a 5, know him, and 
tne power of bis Reſurreftion. Oh, there 
is power in Chriſts Reſurrection ! All 
theſe Scriptures belong unto that ſ#ate, 
N 4 He 
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He that is borne of God ſinneth ot : for 


the ſeed of God abideth in him, neither 
can he ſin, becauſe he js vorne of God; He 
that abideth in him ſinneth nat. You 
havethele Scriptures in the firſt Epi- 
{tle generall of John; To they that lobk. 
for him, the ſecoud time ſhall he appeare 


without ſinne unto ſalvation. Oh,if Je-, 


ſusChriſt doth but put up his head i 
our Horizon, hechaſeth away much 
darknefle, asthe Sunne when 1t peeps 
towards day. but when' Jeſus Chriſt is 
fully riſen, there ſhall not be the leaſt 
Cloud, the leaſt corner hid from him; 
he will detect all corruption there, 
and divide between the joints and the 
marrow. There isno ſuch purifying 
inthe world, as by the preſenceand 
appearance of theLord Jeſus in the 
Spirit; hepurifies, while in him we 
{ce theLoveof God in thefleſh; but 
when Jeſus Chriſt 1s riſen in you,, he 
makes you purifte your {clves, as he is 
pure; hefetchcth up all from the bot- 


tom. This takes you off from Idolt- | 
x ZIng 


| 
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zing, not onely the forms of your Re- 
ligion, but the forms of your content 
in outward things. Let not that man 
ſay helivesin the Spirit, that is buried 
in any creature. Letnot any man ſay 
heis above Ordinances, that isnot a- 
bovethe forms of this world: If he do 
eep, 4s if he wept not, and rejoice, as if 
"A rejoyced not, and buy, as though hee 
poſſeſſed not , and uſe this world, as not a- . 
buſing it. Conſidering, that the faſhion | 
thereof (thele forms as well as others) {) 
paſſeth away. : 
This1sa ſtateof power, his prayers 
are made with {ſpirit & life, heenjo 
God in every thing that he doth, and 
is 1n Heaven in all he doth ; he wantsno 
command to tell him he muſt do thus 
and thus:;he would naturally do thoſe 
. things, whereby he might ſhew forth 
the virtues & praiſes of him that hath 
called him.for he 1s a living man;who 
needs ſtiruplite, to live, in aliving 
man? Life will [hew it ſelfe; If you be li- 
 vingChritians, the Spirit of God will 
work 
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work in you, andit will be like fire 
conſuming your fleſh, and every day 


carrying you forth to the honour and 
pralle of Cod. 


This1sa living man, and this is he 


in whom Chriſt 1s riſen: 

But one Queſtion more, and that 
1s, Of what part or principle in a man 
are theſe things ſpoken ; Doth this 
life break forth in the flefr, or isit a 
life inthe Spzrit only 2 

I anſwer, that thislife isnot in any 
part or principlein a man; It 15notin 
the ſou], it isnot in the body, it is not 
in theſpirit,but a man i1staken up into 
_ it is when weeareremoved 

"our ſelves, that weare in the 
Spirit; Enoch was not, for God took him. 
TheLord takes us into this life; wee 
takenot the Lord into our principle; 
wearenot comprehenders of this life, 
but we arecomprehended : Here 1s 
the miſtake ; weeſee men that hold 
forthſuch a doctrine and principle as 


- this, andweiccticſh, -1tmay be, mn 


them 
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* the lump Upriſtan, T71 
them ſtill, and they ſee fleſh in them 
ſelves ſtill. Do but conſider therefore 
that ſame place, 1 John 3. being | 
compared with the 6. verſe; Now are ſe. 
yee the Sons of God, but it doth not yet * \ 
appear what yee ſhall be; but when he ſhall ( 
appear, we ſhall be like him, for we ſhall 


ſee him as he is. Compare that with the 


6. verſe, Whoſoever abideth in him ſin- 
neth not.. 
Wearethe Sonsof God, but it doth 
not yet appear: our fleſh 1s avail, and 
while weare inthe fleſh, let us alt ne- 
ver ſo ſpiritually, yet we fall ſhort of 
this life; Fleſh and blood cannot inherit 
the Kingdome of God : But if at any 
time, wearetaken up into the com- 
munion of this life, it is by being ta- 
ken out of our ſelves; therefore ſaith 
Panl, Whether in the body or out of the Fl 
body I cannot tel]. T conceive God gave 
Parl an earneſt of that which he will 
make known to his People 1n the lat- 
ter dates; and made it known to Paul 
in a viiblerapture: and whoſoever - 
tac 
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thelatter dayes, is taken into the com - 
mun:ion of this hfe, muſt be ſpiritually 
difloived asPaul was:tor as Chriſtcru- 
cificd in thefleſh, is but a fleſhly pat, 
terne of our being crucified in theBpi- 
Tit: So Paul being taken out of the bo- 
dy of fleſh into {pirit, is but an image 
ofthe Believers being taken out of the 
bodyinto the Spirit;& ſo when weare 
takenup into him, He that abides in 
hint ſmneth not. But when we goto 
make ont God 1n our fleſh, behold wee 
cannot makeout the glory of this ap- 
pearance 1inus; when we cometo live 
1n a fleſhly principle,we find ſhortnes, 
and death, and darknetJje, and make 
out the things of God, 1n viſible and 
audible ſhapes, as it were; But God 
makesout himſelfe to us, when he 
takes us out of our ſelves into himſelf 
without any forme; Did you ſee any 


ſhape, ſaith theLordto the 1ſraelites, 


when the Lord talked with you? So 
when the Lord takes a man 1nto this 
Communion 
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comunion with himſelf; he takes him 
out of the fleſh, off from Ordinances, 
adminiſtersnot to him in the fleſh; & 
thus indeed it 1s,that only when weare 
taken out of our ſelves, can we appre- 
hend or ſpeak ofthis ſame life in God, 

A Eeltever, when heistaken up into 
God and Chriſt; he ſees that which he 
cannot make out by all 11s parts, 8 all 
the helps he hath;he ſees that freedom 
from fin:he ſees,as it were, that omn1- 
potency with him; when he 1s taken 
up.he ſees himſelf perfe&, as God ſaid , 
to Abrahan.walk before me. and be per- ( 
fe. Here 1s that which he cannot 
makeout to the world, Wel may men 
lay;Donot we ſee that you area manz | 
I am ſo but you cannot fee whatT 
am, when Tam takenup into God. 
God is the /#bjeF and recrpicnt that 
coprehends us, we cannot cprehend hin. 


Now all that I would infer j/9 hence 


: 
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1Sthus much, Tbeſecch you that you would 
know the things that concern your peace. | 
Whatalad thing isit,thatmen ſhould * 

| run 
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run away from life This is an evill 
heart with a witneſle, to depart from 
the living God . This 1s darkneſle with 
a witneſle, when the Creature will 
comprehend God, and will not be 
comprehended by God; when we will 
ſay, There is no other enjoyment of God, 
then' what we can make out in the fleſh; 
No other ſtate then what may be v1lt- 
bleto men. Oh, take heed of this, and 
take heed of deſpiling thoſe that 
bring you the glad tydings of peace; 
How beautifull rather ſhould even the 
feet of thoſe be, though upon the Aoun- 
tains,that bring thele glad tydings,that 
ſe ay unto Sion, thy God raineth, 

Chriſt hath been long in a Sepul- 


 chre, heisnow riſing, and you have 


the Teſtimony hereof brought to you 
by men like your ſelves, and we are 
not ableto makeoat the glory of itto 
you - thisfleſh js not the ſubject and 
recipient of this glory; this fleſh is laid 


* by, But what we bave ſeen and heard, we 


declare unto you; And therefore, wee 


beſeech 


JE HUING UDTTfHAN. 


beſeech you not to depart from the 1i- 
ving Lord. Every man would be a 1t- 
ving man in his health, every ' man 
would bea living man in his trade, 
would drive a full trade, and will you 
onlybe content to be dead creatures in 
reſpect of communion withGod?I be- 
ſeech you , gird up the loynes of your 
mindes, be ſober, & hopeto theend, "hs 
the grace that is yet tobe brought unto 
you bytheRevelation of Je{ #sChriſt 71S pie 
rit, as well as CT : that grace thar 1s 
already brought by the Manifeſtati- 
n of Telus Chriſt in the fleſh. Do but 
ſl er,that God hath alwaies enter- 
tained his people with a long expeGa- 
tion of things,erc he hath given them. 
It was but in the Apoſtles dates, that 
the firſt frunts of the ſpirit were given. 
The Jſraclites were in A# 7vpt 4 
years, bcetorethey came to the Jand of 
Canaan, This was but a ty picall Ca4- 
a1, and not worth the waiting fo long 
for asthe {pirituaMl Cara. 
Then again conſider, Cods promt- 
| les 
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ſes have beene firſt ſowne, and dead in 
the earth of mans unbeliete, before 
they have beene performed; witneſle, 
Sarahs womb barren ; witneſle, the 
children of 1/rael in Egypt madetlaves 
and bondmen; what likelyhood was 
there of their being a Kingdome of 
Prieſts unto God? Nay, from the be- 
ginning of the performance, there is. 
uſually an Apoſtacy that comes be- 
fore the full accompliſhment ; was4t 
not io when God began to performe 
his promiſeto 7/rael, of leading them 
into Canacn? Did they not fall backe 
in the wildernefle? Was itnot ſo in A- 
braham when Iſaac was borne, and 
growingup toJis Fathers hope? Then 
Taac mult be ſacrificed. $o,T conceive, 
1tis here;the Spirit began to be {prin- 
kled in the primitive times in gifts, 
and fince that, what an Apoſtacy hath 
there beene? So that the Spirit is yet 
to be poured out; and now after the 
Apoltacy is to bethe harveſt. And ſo 
I am perſwaded many Chriſtians en- 
ter 
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ter into Ordinances, inthe Spirit, and 
fall backe into the fleſo: z thereremains 
therefore a Reſtitution, a /atter day, ff 
latter raine; as Job ſpeaks, at Fa © 
| "ter day Tſhall ſee God in my fleſh; and is 

not the Lord putting up his head in 

our Horizon? Therefore thinke not 

the promiles of life and ſalvation 
have given downe all they have travai« 
led with. 
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A Poſiſcript. 


I eſt my meaning inany thing bee 
—locktuptrom the Readers under- 
ſtanding, | thought good to adde the 
key of this diſtin&tion. 

Ks 4 hereisa two-told Adminiſtra- 
tion ofthe Kingdom of God, viz.out- 
ward and inward; the outward in 
{'gnes, the inward in truth. 

2. Asthe outward and the inward 
Adminiſtration are contra-diſtin- 
yuilhed the one to the other , ſo 
they are diſtinguiſhed , and dif- 
fer gradually 1n themſelves. (7. e.)The 
outward Adminiſtration,or Letter of 
the Coſp:11, excelsthat of the Law.So 
likewiſe in the inward Adminiſtrati- 
on or Revelation inus. The fir{t Ap- 
pearance of Chriſt in us, is {wallowed 
up of his ſecond appearancein us: 


The 
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The Kingdomeof the Father excels 
the Kingdom of the Son and the [tate 
of the Reſurrection of Chriſt in us,the Ah 
{tateor likeneſle of his death. | 
And therefore, when it is ſaid. that 
Chriſt im Spirit dwelling and work- 
ing. in our hearts, reveales the Father 
| plainly, whom we ſaw but as ina Pa- 
rableinhis fleſh, or withoutus, I de- 
ſireyee ſhould underſtand alſo , that 
the firſt Appearance of Chriſt within 
| us doth not give a full & pertect teſti- 
mony and witneflcof the Father, for 


then the Apoſtle wou!d not have ſaid 
| of ſuch, thar they ſee darkly: -and there 
| would benoe xpectationof a ſecond 
Appearance; andupon this account 
it is, that tn that dricourſcon John 16. 
Tſpeake of Ribkteouſnetie, and 
bn Silation and Faith, and. ove, 
being tormes or glalles which muſt all 
bereſolved into God at length, that 
he may be all 1 all. 
And the ſame thing I delire may be 
carried in minde for the under{tand- 
O 2 ing 
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10g of thoſe diſcourſes on John 17.19. 
'T har as the inward Appearance. and 
Working of Chriſt isthetruth of the 
Outward, and the outward 1s but a 
Forme lcrving thereto; ſo the ſe- 
cond appearance of Chriſt in us 1s 
the truth of the firſt ippearance, and 
the firſt appearance is but the way un- 
to the latter, 

And when as in thoſe diſcourſes on 
Rom. 14. they are held forth asdying 
Chriſtians that ſticke in Formes and 
things outward inthe fleſh of Chriſt, 
I defire Saints may be aware that there 
15s thefleſh of Chriſt within them, or a 
fleſhly manifeſtation or appearance 
of Chriſt in fleſh 1n them . which 1s 
that that they are not to ſatisfie them 
ſelves withall, but are to waite 
till they be brought forth with 
Chriſt in the glory of the Father, 
till fatth and Rightevuſneſle and all 
thoſe Formesand Vails be broken up 
into one ſingle view of the Father or 
God all in all,ti/l childiſhthings,thought s 

an 
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A Poſtſcript. 
and language be put away, and we ſce 


God face to face as he is:till God him- 
ſelfe bea place of broad Rivers and 


Streames 1n hisowne Name, and not /' 
under another name; till he makeall _ 


things new,and bring forth all our in- 
Joymentsof him in anew light and 
anew glory. So much as we are ſhort 
of this, ſo much are we under death, 
though we may be paſt from outward 
formes, and have the life dwelling 1n 


. us. And they that ſhall deny this to be 


poſliblein this life,muſt deny the new 
Jeruſalem, to come downe from God 
out of heaven and the expreſle letter 
of Revelations Chapter 22, verſes,3,4, 
5. Wherelt 1s written, Azd there ſhall 
be no more curſe, but the Throne of 


God, and of the Lambe ſhall be in it, 


and his ſervants ſhall ſerve him: And 
they ſhall ſee his face, and his 
Naxze ſhall be in their, foreheads 3 
there ſha!l be no more night there, and 
they need no canle, neither light of the 


. Sun; for the Lord God giveth them light, 


and 
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. and they ſhall reigne for ever and ever. 


And they that ſay this body of ours 


hinders, erre,nat knowing the power 


ofGod,S&what that fleſh 1sthat cannot 


inherit;which 1snot this body,(which 


isinitſelfe, neither good nor evill) 
but the ſubje&t of two Inhabitants, 
two men, and ſo1s good or evill, as it 
1sruled by the one or by the other;the 
old or thenew man; Selfe or Chriſt: 
theold man may be, and is deſtroy- 
ing in Saints datly,while the body re- 
maines. | 

Theſe things are hinted in the pre- 
cedent diſcourſes more generally and 
obſcurely ; Iadde this onely for ex- 
Planation. | 


—— 
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T he Song of Songs. 


22 Y deligne, in chooltng 

I this Text, 1s,tooccurre 
and prevent (tf 1t bee 
not too late )that weak- 


is Faith; but for as much as to the ex- 
erciſeofFaith Men had need to have 
cleare and compoſed fpirits,therefore 

havel pitcked upon this Subject. 
$arl was often troubled with an e- 
vill ſpirit, Cagiddy, hair-brain'd, ra- 
2ing ſpirit) and that which did him 
.O4 caſe, 


0L4Ce fOY Daimnts 


eaſe, was Davidsplay ing upon a Harp 
before him. And Eliahbs {pirit being 
muddied, as it were by paſſion, can- 
not propheſie til] the mud was ſetled 
againe by a Minſtrell. 2 Kings 3. 15. 
Theſpirit of the world, either car- 
nall love. or feare, or any other paſli- 
on, is like the evill ſpirit that troubled 
Saul and El;ah, and faith is as prophe- 
ſying; Now when the hand of the 
Lord, whereby wee believe, comes 
upon us, the other hand , whereby 
wee are trouvled, 1s taken of us; the 
ſpirit of faith comesnot, but the ſpt- 
it of the world mult be caſt out, as 
Hagar and Sarah, the band- woman 
and free-woman could pot live to- 
gether; and you ſee ymicke was the 
Inſtrumental] meanes in thoſe caſes. 
ThereforeT have choſen a Subject of 
. thisnature, in the diſcourſing where- 
of, 1f theLord Jeſus, the wiſe char- 
mer, make me by his ſpirit to charme 
wiſely, Thop* it will be in ſome mea- 
ſure conducibleto the end propoſed, 

| 


' meane tohold uptheir ſpirits in the 


in the ſaddeſt times, 


A Songof Songs, which was Solomons. 
So that I'defire you to beare mee wit- 
neſle, I doe1t not out of reſpettto the 
time of the yeare, * which is with , 
unreaſonable ſuperſtition preferred , 7.9 
by too many; but to the times of the time » 
Church, the occaſions and neceſlities os + 
of the Saints, which call for al the help' preahe 


of this nature that we can make, I 


; 


preſent carriages or miſcarriages of 
things; and thetruth that this Text 
travelsof, bearesno {mall proportion 
of conducibleneſle tothis end;& were 
it but clearly underſtood, ſtrongly be- 
lieved, and effectually applyed to you 
by theſpirit of Chriſt, it would be 
like a bundle of myrrhe betweene your 
breaſts, the virtue whereof is, that 1t 
preſerves from corruption and infe- 
Ction, and a cluſter of Camphire which 
makes men vegetiores & firmiores, as 
Pliny obſerves. 


Here therefore, I ſhall not ſpend 
: time 


otace for 9oaints | f 
time about the diviſion of this Text 
into the 7itle, and 'the Anthor of the 
Booke. But the Notion or Obſerva- 
tion i ſhall preſent to you at this time, 
and preſie upon you,is, from compa- 
ring the za of this Booke with the 
ſubjeF matter of it: The nameis, A 
Song of Songs, The ſubject matter, 
what 1s that? Thereare divers opini- 
onsof this, chiefly three: Some make | 
the Subject to be the mutuall and re- 
ciprocall makings out of affections 
and fellowſhip, betweene Chriſt and , 
every Believer. 2. Others betweene 
Chriſt and the 'Cathelique Church, or 
generall Aſſembly , from the begin- 
ning to theend. 2. A third ſort of In-y 
terpreters, make it a briefe, compen- 
dious Propheſicoſthe mutuall carria- 
ges and aſpects, of Chriſt and his 
Churches, (the particular Churches of 
| the Coſpell, as well as the Church of 
x Cor- the Jewes.)) from Solomons timeto the | 
of endot theworld. And though there {| 
; be (asa * reverend Divine we'l ob- 
2land- ſerves) 
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inthe ſaddeſt times. 

ſerves) a holy and uſefull truth inthe 
two former; yet this latter might be 
convinced to be the more adequate 
ſcope and ſubject of this Booke (b 

many Arguments, if it were our buſi- 
nefle now) which doth exceedingly 
commend this Booke to us, as being a 
Propheticall hiſtory, and Hiſtoricall 
Prophefie, giving us a brieteand de- 
lightfull view of allthe A&s and Mo- 
numents of the Church, (of particular 
Churches 1n their ſeverall and fuccet- 
fivetimes,) and this Booke is called a 
Song. This is that which is remarka- 
ble, that ſuch a Subje& ſhould makea 
Song. You will ſay, wherein liesthe 
remarkableneſfe? Herein : If this be 
a compleat and a perfett Prophefie(as 
It 1s) of all times, then it muſt record 
as well the evill times oftheChurch,as 
the Halcyon dayes; and the defe@ions 
of the Church, as well as her perfect1- 
ons; Cods chaſzening diſpenſations,as 
well as his affeF:onate embraces; his 
fownes as well as his ſrriles ; his pluck- 


ing 
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7ng up of Churches, as well as his plant- 
ing of them ; thecaſting off the Jews, 
as well as the ca//ing of the Gentiles. 
And that this ſhould be fit matter for 
a Song, leemes {trangeT believe: Asif 
one ſhould write the ſtory of Gods 
dealing with England from the firſt 
Reformation to the preſent, or to the 
end of the preſent agitations, and call 
It a Song; you would thinke it an unfit 
name: though we have had much 
mercy, yet you would thinke that the 
Denomination ſhould rather follow 
deteriorem partem , andit ſhould be 
more proper to call it the Lamentation 
of England, (that is fallen from ſuch a 
height of peace and proſperity) then 
a Song, yet are thereas ſad times as 
theſe recorded in this Booke, yea,and 
worſe, (not onely theſe but others, 
worſe ſay; for here $9/o92y by the 
ſpirit of Propheſie touches the very 
ropsand emin<nt points of a// times 
that ſhould ſucceed from his own, yet 
thishe, by the Holy Ghoſt,calsa 8oxg, 
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yea, A Song of Songs. 
'. 1. Toſhew you this in ſomeparti- 
culars,that there are very dolefull notes 
in this Song, 

2. That yet it 1a Sorg. 

3. What uſe we ſhould make of 
this. 

For the 1. to inſtance but in a 

few things, in the beginning of this 
Propheſie : Firſt, you have the 
blackneſſe of the Church, through 
the defe&0n Of Solomon, who kept not v- 5. Tan 
his owne vines (his owne wives from > 
Icolatry;; and yet this is one particu- 
lar that goes to this Song. 

2. You have the diviſion of the King- 
dome, the revolt of the 10. Tribes 
from the houſe of David, (for Rehobo- 
ants (tifnelle and folly) v. 6. My mon 
thers children were angry with me. 

3. You havethe ſad eſtate of the 
faithfull, diſperſed throughthoſle 10 
) Tribes 1n that revolt : in what di- 
| fſtrcfle were they to avoid Idolatry, 
and to enjoy the pure Ordinances - 
God, 


7 
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God,whilethey could not enjoy their 
Conſciences, without expoſing them- 
{elvsto one of thele great evils, either 
the wrath and perſecution of Jeroboam, 
it they ſhould not goe up to the Calves 
but to Jeryſalem, or elſe they muſt 
forſaketheir habitations of a ſudden; 
perhaps to their undoing! This was 
a fad ſtrait, yet this is part of the Song, 
V.7. Tell me, ob thou whom my ſoule lo- 
veth, where &c. 

Then, 4. You havethe ſad eſtate 
of Judabs falling away from God, (as 
after 3 yeares of Kehoboar they did ) 
then God ſent Pharoah Shiſhack King 
of Zegypt, to yokethem. 2 Chron.12.8. 
This youhave, v. 9. and fol might 
run through the next Chapter, In the 
16.v.0f this 1.Chap.you have a com- 
mendation of the Houſe and Worſhip 
of God, that it was pure and greer, yet 
v.1. Of Chap. 2. Tam theroſe of Sharon, 
whether you takeit of Chriit or the 
Church; though Jo#7ah had made the 
bed green by his Reformation. yet 

| Christ 
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Chriſt comes not to his ſpouſes bed, 
- but rather cals his Church abroad.$h4- 
ron Was an open field under Lebanon, 
where the bealts did teed; Or takeir 
of the Church, ſhe was the Roſe of Sha- 
ron, There wasno fence nor culture, 
weeds might grow up with her,or the 
beaſtsof the field might crop or tread 
her downe; and ſoit was you know: 
Joſtab, how taire a Roſe, but how ſoon 
cropt by Pharoah Necho;, and the ſuc- 
ceeaing Kings were placed and dif- 
placed by the Babylonians and the E- 
gyptians, at their pleaſure ; and at 
length the Kingdome was laid waſte 
by thee Babylonians; yet this is part of 
the Song, and ſuch is the compoſure 
of the whole Booke. 

But I may not inſtance in any more; 
but as 1t is in the world, there are þils 
and valleys all over theearth, ſo is 1t in 
this hiſtory ; as you have hils of em1- 
nerit proſperity, ſo there are valleys of 
darke adverlity ; yet this 1s called a 
Song, andthat moſt properly, yea, A 

SONg 
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Song of Songs; asWe might ſhew in 4. 
reſpeGts; vis. the Author, the Matter, 


theForme and the End; but the Au- 


thor, and the end, Tſhall decline for 
brevity z 1t may be, I may touch upon 
them in the yſe. The matter and form 
of this moſt excellent Song, is expreſt 
1n theſe two wordsVariety and Onity; 
variety 1s the matter ; there are var1- 
ous things ſpoken of various condi- 
tions, yet theſe are madeup into one; 
unity-1s the forme. 1. Variety 1s not 
repugnant to the nature of a Song, to 
havefor 1ts ſubject, Gods various di- 
{penſations to the Church , and the 
Churches various afiection , condi- 
tion and converſation towards God. 
Good and Evil) dayes, though they 
diſagree in themſelves, yet may 
make up a Song together : Here 


' 1n this Song fs. all the variety that 


may bee ; all that was or will bee , 
ſince Solomons time , to the worlds 
end, 1s here couched together. 
Though a deluge of darknelſc and 


I2nOrance 


in the ſaddeſt times, 


ignorance Þ1deF the particulars of 
Gods great workes from our eyes till 
they are done, (as the waters did the 
old world,) yet the tops of the Moun- 
tains may be ſeene here. 

| 2. Here is unity in this yYa- 
riety; all thofe ſeverall and various 
(Yea we may thinke contrary) pafla- 
ges, conditions and tines, fervero 
makeup one compleatpieceof potfie or 
invention, and one glorious piece of, 
adminiſtration; for there 1s ſuch a 
contexture of them, and they arelo 
diſpoſed, that inſtead of fighting one 
againſt another, and contradicting one 
another, they do mutually 7//nſtrate 
and ſetoffone another. The Painters 
colours.ſhould he ſhake them and zz7x 
them all together int a pot, he would 
loſe them all , they would fight one 
with another, and would etther bz no 
perfeCt colours, or but one, but being 
laid ona Tableby the art ofthe Pain- 
ter, they ſerve for excellentuſe, and” 
areexceeding beautifull. So itis here, 
the miſeries and mereies, the eſe ions 
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and perfe&ions of the Church, being 
laid and diſpoſed by ſo skilfull a pen- 
fill, as1sthe hand and wiledome of 
God, makeup aſight exceeding glo- 
T10Us. 

Now what Uſe may we make of 
this, that God hath compoledthe af- 
tairesof the Church into a Song; cer- 
tainly the Song ts not its owne. end; 
God did not expreſle them in this 
form, for the form ſake, as if he were 
more dclighted with a Song than 
Proſe, or as1t we ſhould be taken with 
the expreſhon, and looke no further. 

There 1sa truth that lies underthe 
expreſſzon;, and this outward expreth- 
on + (I meanethe formeand. words of 
this Song) 1s but a weake ſhadow of 
the mward truth. 44a put names up- 
on the creatures, according to their 
natures, and God gives outward 
formes to the creatures, agreeable to 
their ranks: the moſt excellent out- 
ward forme to man; becauſe he hath 
the moſt excellent in{ide;therefore he 
bath received a more comely and 


beautiful 
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in the ſaddeſt times, 

beautifull out-ſ{ide; and the Angels, 
becauſe | they , come more neare to . 
__ Intelligences and to the wndep- 

anding of God, then men, therefore, 
if they have any outward forme (as 
ſomethink it is neceſfary they ſhould 
(none being abſolutely fimple bat 


God) yet it1s very ſubtill and fpiritn- They 


* mimitation or expreflion whereof it 


all. So then, Gods meanin g 11 expreſ- ſervaric 
ſing thoſe things, the affaires of Chriſts 
Kingdone, in all times, by the name and 
in the forme of a Song, is to tell and teach 
#5, what a notion we ſhould have of theſe 
thines themſelves , cloathed with this 
forme, and called by this name, that the 
feries and ſubſtance of them is as a Song, 
or 3s that analogically in a way of reſent- 
blance, that this forme of words i pro 
perly. Therefore ts the deſcription of 
theſe things a Song, becauſe the thirgs 
themſelves areſo: As, therefore 1sthe 
picture beautifull, becauſe the face, 


is made, is beautifull. {hall ſhewthis 
analogy between the affairer of Chriſts 
Kingdom ( contained and tra _ 


olace for daints 
ſucceſſively and orderly ) anda Song, 
in ſome particulars; and herein [ ſhall 
takein otherconſiderations,beſides what 
the Hebrew Songs do afford, for ſo this 
ſubje&t willgive meleave, which 1s | 
a Song of Songs , whatever thing 1s de- 
lighttull or admirable in any Song, (I 
mean in the Soxgs of any language ) is 
in this. 

Firſt, Then the univerſall and com- 
mon nature of all Songs requires, that ' 
they be of meaſured feet , of ſtrict 


numbers, every line conſiſts of fo ma- 


. ny meaſures, theretore they are called 


metra : All Poems are not alike for 
feet and meaſures;every language dit- 
fers from other, and hath variety in 
itſelf, and your Lyrick Poems (ſuch 
as Datids Plalmes and this booke is) 
have a 'greater Jiberty then other 
kind of verſe, their feet and mea- 
ſures being very much arbitrary, 
moreor fewerin a verſe, asthe com- 
poſer ſhould chooſe , but numbers 
there arean all , though ſomewhar la- 


tent from us. Now what would the 
Lord 


7n the ſaddeſt times, 

 Lordteach us hereby, but all the af- 
faires of his Church are foreſeen in his 
Counſel] : all their times and changes, 
mercles and miſerie:.theadminiſtra- 
tion of Chriſts Kingdom,js a ſet form, 
even asa Song 1s; It cannot varya Ti- 
tle from the Counſel of God, no more 
then a verſecan without lameneſſeor 


hobling. Known to the Lord are all his AR-14-1 
works, Oc. He worketh all things accor- Eph-1-1 


ding to the Connſcl of his will.Gods wil, 
which hath an infinite variety 1n it, 1s 
determined by his Counſel, (4 )So for 
particular beleevers, all the tranſati- 
ons that concern their ſouls , are a 
known, certain, and unvariableform: 
Chriſt hath ſet how many temptat!- 
ons,and how long; how many affli- 
Gions , and howlong; how much 
knowledge and holinefſe; what ever 
befalsthem, from the beginning to 
the end of their dayes, their ſins can- 
not hinder any good determined 
from coming in its order , place and 
time , norcan bring any evilupon 
them nnſeaſonably or — 
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but as the feet and meaſures of a Song, 
ſucceed orderly, whereby the mtegri- 
ty thereof 1s preſerved ; ſoit is here, 
God hath nat left himſelf room to in- 
ſert one bleſiing morethen he purpo- 
ſed from eternity (nor needs he ) nor 
left himfelf hberty to crowd inone 
Croſle,morethen went to the making 
upof the Song: But as Lyrick verſe hath 
a greater ſcope for variety and uncer- 
tainty, then other Poems; ſo doth the 
Lord ſhew a greatliberty in his admi- 
ſtrations, both publikeand private, it 
18 verſe, as1f it werenot;God obſerves 
numbers, as if he obſerved them not, 
heconceals his art from us, at leaſt- 
wiſe, Heisnot bound , thatthis part 
of the Song that 1snow ſinging,ſhould 
havethe ſame meaſuresthat was 2000 
years ago, or todeal with hisChurch, 

or particular beleevers, now, accord- 


ding tothe ſame Tenor thathe did 


formerly : Becauſe he didnot {pare 
I/ra:l tor thoſe finnes that arerife a- 
mongſt us, ſhal we ſay he capnot ſpare 
us? Imight inſtance in many things, 
"_ | WAETEm 
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71 tBe ſaddeſt times, 
wherein'God hath vindicated his 14- 
berty already ; and for particular be- 
Jeevers, there 15a manifeſt difference 
profeſſed by the Lord himſelf and his 
pen-men,1n his carriage to us and for- 
mer beleevers. We are cone not to the Gal. 4-1 
Mountain, &Nc. Better things are reſer- yo & 
ved for #s ; Weare notchildren tm no- Heb. 12 
nage, but heirs grown up,, and ſowe ** 
have more love andygrace, and are 
lefle ſnib'd then they - God 'is not 
bound to lead us abont in the wilder- 
neſle, ashe did them; Nay , he hath 
promiſed to ſhorten hjs work in righte- 
onſneſſe.s Rom.g.28. Sothatthough 
Chrift ſpins a long thread of patience, 
yet at length, and even on the ſudden, 
he willcut the thread: agreeable to 
this, ſome think that this laſt diviſion 
that 1sgoing upon the ſeventh Thon- 
ſandot yeers, ſhall not be above 700 
yeers, yet as much and more ſhall be 
done 1n this ſpace, then in any 1000. 
before; for as all things draw neerer 
their Center and period of their mo- 
tion, they make morefſpeed. Thus 
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the times and things of the Church, 
and of each particular beleever, are a 
Song, both as they are contrived and 
acted by Chriſt. 

2. , It is a Song of Songs; herein, I 
ſball take 1n ſome Confiderations,not 
e£flentiall to all Songs, or the Songs of 
alllaoguages; though the Hebrew hath 
a_ reſemblance ofall the delightfull 
propertiesof any kind of Song (the 
Hebrew and our Engliſ) have greater 
ſtore of theſe properties T ſhall menti- 
on, then any language ) I ſhall 1n- 
ſtance but in 3. things. r. The Variety 
thatis in ſome Songs. 2. The Rhime. 
3. The Eleganctes. - Firſt, It is the 
commendation of a Song ; lfit be ofa 
delighijn/, pleating ſubject, and vari- 
ety 18 4 great commendation, and be- 
{towes much dclighttulnefſe upon a 
ſubjeR, when the invention 1s copiozs 
and varioxs , when there be various 
perſons and various parts acted by 
thoſe perſons varions times, tempers, 
conldittgns; asthisis theſnare of Ro- 
mapt's (invented ſtories ) they have 
I uch 
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in the faddelt times. 


ſuch a pleaſing variety of paſſages and 
accidents, asſteal away too much 
timeand heart from thats that reade 
them z why , here 1s all the variety in 
the world, in Chriſts and the Church. 
es ations, ſweetly tempered and ſub- 


_ duedtoadelighttull harmony , all is 


an exchange of love , between Chriſt 
and his Church, but here is ſometimes 
amantinm ire, and then redintegratio 
amoris, lometime Chriſt making love 
to his Church, and ſighted by her; 
then the Church as much in love with 
Chriſt, and as little ſatisfied 3; ſome- 
timesthe huſband caſts his wife into 
priſon, and then fetches her out and 
{ets herupon a throze : My beloved, 
the variety of conditions 'that the 
Church appears in, as in {everall dreſ- 
ſes, 1s]ike Joſephs Coat of many co- 
lours , commends the myſtery the 
more ( being ſubdued and tempered 
as before, ) even as many flowersofa 
yarious colour and ſmell , bound up 


ina poſie are more delightfl, and 


do catch theſenſemore then any fo: 
gle 


IC 


5 Or as ma cnc: 
full penſill, 
err A up 4 rh picture, which one 
colour alone would not doe, and as 
thatis the chicte inſtrument which 
_ _ —— and that mo 
mutficke ts 
ſtrings, and that Neſt Jeflon that 
hath moſt diviſion, ſo is ithere: The 
myfſteryot Chrifts Adminiſtrations to 
his Church, were not fo beautifull, 
—_— _ a colour, ens itall plain 
ugh all proſperity &c. No 
butaground workeof ack, ſers off 
the brighter colours with a greater 
grace,dodoththe Churches Adverſi- 
;cheCtmrches Proſpertty, andher 
ſraits inlarge her mercies , the Long- 
ſufferineg of our Lord is Salvation. 
| Sotorparticular believers, there ts 
a variety in their conditions outward 
andiinward, and this isthe excellency 
thoreofithere i is hope and feare,comfort 
and diſconregerent. health and fickmeſs. s 
temptations and intargements. in and 
grace; and the ground-worke being 


4 (4 174 1/1; ' mer. 


laid intheſeblack colours, ſinne, and 
deſertion, and affliction,6c.the light, 
and hfe,and loveof Chriſt are 1llu- 
ſtrated hereby; fin abounds, grace ſw 
per-abownds; they arecaſt downeand-19";% 
laid low with temptations, raiſed 
high with conſolations. That ſhip 
mounts up neareſt tothe heavens that 
hath its vicificudes of deſcending ve- 
low, by reaſon of unequal! wayes. 
am jam taituros tartara &c. Jam jane 
fydera ſumma; their prayers are the 
better, their love the ſounder, their 
faith is more exerciſed. Thus you ſee, 
how Chriſts adminiſtration is as a 
lovely Song, the ſubjeft whereof 1s 
variety it ſelfe; and this the Lord 
would have us to conſider, when he 
cals it a Song of Songs, and would have 
us delighted with it ashe is, and if we 
could but get up to the top of ſome 
mountaine to ſeeall the variety, and 
how it isordered and diſpoſed beau- 
tifully,1t would enamour us: what va- 
riety ofdiſpenſation hath there beene 
bnceGod made 4darz, and put him 
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in paradiſe | 'Wee ſee man up' and. 
downe, and up againe, what then is 
the variety .of the whole myſtery, 


which though wecannot ſeediſtinct- 
ly and particularly, yet the oy hath 
given us an abſtract of 1t, (4) i the 
Prophelies, though a delug e ks 

partieulars! |Andthus the Lord would 


have usto looke upon: one timeand. 


paſlage with another. If you look up- 
on a moſt beautitull piure,and look 
upon one. colour of it ,eſpecially if it 
be the ſaddeſt and darkeſt, there 1s-no 
beauty init; but ſet the whole varie- 


yo your eye, and then it is delight- 


I1;,$0 et your, eye be upon the 
Churches beanty, as well as. her blacks 
neſſe; looke on the 7ſue God gives out 


ot temptation, as well as his ation 1n 
leading into temptation. 


2. There 1s Khime in ſome Songs, 


and herein the Hebrew doth Sy mbo- 
lize with the Engliſh more then the 
Greeke or Latine doe; Rhime is when 
one line anſwers another in ſound, as 
well as in number of feet; Thus God 


\ Dos - ” | —-. 
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de-the: 


Re 


WY 


mthe ſaddeſt timbes. 


— makesonetimeor ageto Rhithe to 


another,one Chriſtians heart, 'cqndi- 
tion, temptations to Rhime- to-4no- 


- ther ;, our Chaitiſement to Rhime to 


our ſs, that ſuch aſinneis ſuited 
the Chaſtiſements, returnes of mer- 
cies to Rhime to our prayers, *Rhime 
makes the Song the more pleaſant; 
though the matter be but ordinary, 
and this commends the adminiſtrati- 
on of Chriſt, that 1t 1s all harmony, all 
Rhime (4) crolles and mercies, Canes 


, oe 


. o 3 
and duties altogether, A// worke toge- Rom.8:2 


' ther for God, through the love of 
Chriſt, the loveof. Chriſt makes the 


ſame ending of all his diſpenſations, 
they ſound all alike, and thatſound 


- whichends all, is Love. 


3. Songs doe, in a more eminent 
manner, glory in the 0rnament of all 
manner of el/egancjes,then proſe. As 
Metaphors, (imilitudes, tropes and ji- 
gwres, and molt amiable reſemblances, 
taken-from Jewels , ſpices, and vine- 
gards, Orchards, Gardens, Wineſel/ars, 
and thechicteſt beauties, and gacateſt 

VarJjeties 
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varietiesof all the workes, both of 
God and man; the S9xgs m Scripture 
arethe ©, "WT of Scripture, 
Moſer and Deborabs Songs &c. Agreea- 
bly, the Adminiſtration of Chriſts 


* Kingdomersfull of clegancies, and 


at; 32; 


they that have ſpirituall ezes,and eares 
that catitry words, do admire them : 
what elegarcies in bringing Iſrael out 
of Egyp#! it isfaid, he bare then upon 
Eagles wings; Eſpecially now in theſe 
latter 4ayes;, this part of the Song that 
is now fulfilling abound(herein. What 
bigh ftrams of providence & meat con- 
tr ivances! Every other worke 1s ele- 
gancy. The aGionsof our enexzies are 
nothing but Trovies ; they ſpeak evill 
againſtus, . butit is intended againſt 
themſelves; The wicked is enſnared in 
the works of his owne hands: the Biſhops 
made Cyphers, inſtead! of making the 
Parliament fo. Look abroad amongſt 
the Twrks and Indians, where Chriſt 
hath: no viſible Church nor people, 
and there 1s ,no fuch xcedle-worke of 


providence, and ſo t hath beer: from 


:n the [addeft times. 
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the beginning, Gods name therefore 
hath beene great uif*Fre/:; The Lord —_— 
would not have us thinke, onely, that * 
thingsare adminiſired ina juſt way. | 
butinthe moſt comely, excellent and 
heroicall way.Fhat which the wiſe E4- 
dies of Siſera's Mother, are ſuppoſed 
to ſay of Siſera's prey'n Deborah's - 
Song, may befſaid of theadminiſtrati- | 
on or providence Of Chriffs Kingdom, 
the whole piece of it. It is 4 prey of dr- 
| wers colours, of divers colours of needle- 
worke, fit for the necks of then that take 
She porn Chriſt 6not coatent to pro- 
videthings wholſozz, but throughthe 
inlargednefie ot his heart, he makes 
all tocth{om for his Church; we have 
not onely meat but ſauce. For this 
way he hath choſen to make knowne 
his manifold wiſedom, and tountold it, 
Epheſ. 3. 10. And beloved, that parti- 
\ cular believers doe not obſerve fo 
 muchin Chriſts private admriniſtrati- 
0us tothem, is long of their ezes. There 
are Chriſtians, that ſhould another 
write the hiſtory of Chriſt and their 
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= 
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 theircorrupti 
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mutuall carriages, (which aretranſi. 
ent, and little heed by themſelves, 


perhaps) they would admire them, 
angbe than" ly delighted there- 


with; how Chriſt governes their ſpi- 


rayers , -{\ubdues 
{ exerciſes their gri- 
ces, the livelphd lovely touches in all 
thele, could they bedeſcribed by a 
pen, would even proceed to a raviſh- 
ment of the heart of whoever ſhould 


rits, an{wers 


underſtand them. The elegant wales. 


that Chriſt hath to fa//off,, and come #2 
in his love, his chaitening and cheri(/,- 
ing love. 
Therefore letus not look with ſuch 
diſmall apprehenſions upon Chriſts 
adminiſtrations, publiqueor particu- 
lar, It 3s 1, layes Chriſt, be not afraid ; 
ſo Tay it is a Soxg, therefore benot a- 
fraid, Chriſts heart was in Jove:1n the 
originall izvextion of it, and fo it is in 
the immediate and particular aFing 
of things. it 1s a love-ſong, a marriage- 
ſong, for ſathey were wontto have 
Songs at their weddings in former 


"1 1C"% 


mn theſaddeſs times, 


times, and when the Churches marri- 
age with Chriſt iMolemnized (whois 
now eſpouſed )the 


{hall this Song be 
ſung with adenine andgWe.. 


ſpeakable delight. 


2. Be not weary 


rA-impatient, wee © ſe? 
doenot uſe to be w&gy of hearing a 
delighttull Song; So ave that ad- 
vantage above proſe, that they ſteale 
away 'the eare with a great deale of 
pleaſure. Certainly, it you did but 

hear the melody of this Song, and did 
diſccrne the curiouſneſſe of the com- 
polure: ] meane, could you percelve Philoſo 
theſweet, ſpirituall ſtraines of Divine }Þ<say 
working in and for the Church, and Ll 
particular believers, we ſhould not muſick 
necd to crave your patience. Why be- heats 
loved, it you doe notunderſtand nor we mig 
admire it your ſelves, through your !'< vec 
dulneſle and heavinelle, yet givethe © © 
. Lordleave tofſing out his $ong; have 

that civility and reſpett to him: Chriſt 

1s taker with it, therfore there is great 

worth init; Thelong ſuffering of ths 


Lord is ſalvation-if it werenot a love- 
* » - 
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ly Song, Chriſt wquld never doaze 
bimſelte with {inging of it. 

3. Let us ſing ths Song, as wehnde 
the Church {inging ſome parts of it. 
Rev. 5.9.8 14-3. and 15.3. You may 
ſcethere what the Song is, and who 
they azethat ſing it, luch onely as are 
redeemed from the earth, GG.) either ſuch 
as are truly ſanctified, or more ſtrictly 
ſuch as are redeemed from the earthly 
Kingdome of Antichriſt: and indeed 
none but ſuch can ſee a beauty and a 
glory in the adminiſtrations of Christ, 
none but ſuch can rejoyce 1n them. 
TheretoreT call onely upon ſuch; you 
that arethe Lambs wife, ling this Song 
with Iightſome hearts, obſerve all the 
wayes of Chriſt with your ſpirits, how 
he walks towards you 1n outward and 
Inward things, what ſiri& meaſ1 ures 
and proportions he obſerves in your 
temptations, that they benot above 
your maſtery ; and 1n your comforts, 
that thcy benot tooſtrong for you 
neither; obſerve the variety and 


es 


— — 


_ change that 1 151n your hearts, tempta- | k 


hath taſted of the graceof Chriſt, will 


in the [addeſt times. 


tions, conditions, converſations, In 
Chriſts diſcoveries, and manifeſtat1- 
ons of himſelte toyou, and how har- 
monioully theſe worke together, for 
your good and Chriſts glory, when he ,miabt 
makes himſelfe the more welcome to fight i 
you, by keeping from you ſometimes; 2 << 
obſerve what mulick his hand makes rogett 
by touching contrary ſtrings (q) hee jun 
{trikes a baſe and treble together: ma» aqmi 
ny times the publique note is high, and *© ſee 
thy particular low; a ſpirituall mercy 74;.x 
and an outward crotle ſtrike tOge- glory 
ther, or an outward mercy and an 1n- on , 
ward temptation - Obſerve how cer- recor 
taine and unmoveable your happineſſe *he 
is: the whole Song would be ſpoyled _ 
and run lame (4) it one particular, that Lyon 
God hath determined, ſhould miſcar- *< | 
ry: thereforeyour (ins and infirmities 
{hal not be able to hurt you-nay theſe 
together with your afflictons,are part 
of the Sopg; I am black but comely, 1 
ſpeak not this, that you-ſhould flerght 


{in.or not watch againſt it- no,hethat 


J) 2 not 
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not ſin that grace may abound, though 


he loves that grace wel). 


Letus ſing this Song with lightſom- 


hearts, with grace in our hearts;David 
had Songsot pureadverlity of his deep 
waters, but here 1s more\{weet then 
bitter 1n our conditions , whether 
publique or private, 

1. Rememberthe burthey of the 
Song 15 Love : God ſo loved his Church 
(and ſothy ſoule) muſt be brought in 
attheend of every ſtaffe, yea at the 
end of chaſtening.Whozz Tlove, Trebuke 
and chaſten. 

2. The Angels have begun the 9wire, 
when Chriſt was firſt manifeſted, glory 
toGod in the higheſt. | 

3. Itisa Song worth our admirat1- 
on, for it was penned by the beſt wit 
that ever was, eventhewiſedom of God 
himſelfe. It was framed for the glory 
of his deareſt Soune.,, and hs ſho! e the 
Charch. tm whem he ſo delivhts. Wee 
loveto ſce ſuch paliages aGted in alto- 
ry ora ſhew: why ſhould wenot wwch 
#orebe taken with this rcai/ Song? Tt 

" 


—_— D— _—_— — 
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the invention of the Father himſelfe, 
could contrive a {weet and glorious Can wee 
piece, then this is ſuch. Car we be de- gut ſack 
lighted ({ayes one) to hear a heathen Po- afte&tion 
et ſing a fabulous Story of Hercules, their — | 
great Champion. going down to Hell, figion « 
and bringing thencethe Lady Proſerpi- me one 
24, and ſhall wenot take more plea- i%jete 
ſure in hearing of Chriſts deſcending friend, or 
intothe gravefor us, and recovering ce 
his Charch out of the hands of Death tweene 


and Hell? two paſſi 


. onate IC 
I haveonething more to commend yer, , 
toyou, and that is, that you would ſo eral 

obſerve and ling this Song, I mean, be ,,.. 
ſo taken with the workings of Chriſt ranne for 
for us, and inus, asto be turned there. 2 20 
: ; ; "_ ther, with 
by into ſuch a minde, and into ſuch aFi- one ano- 
ons as pleaſe Chriſt. Hiſtorians and Po- ther; and 
ets tell us wonderfull effe&ts of Songs 10 aftc Ric 
and Mulick upon hearers; how Am- ons. bob 
. . > rnete 
phion with the muſick of h1s Harp, 0: 
crew ſtones and trees together for the parts and 
building of Thebes. Oh now that my anti: 
diſcourſethis day of this Song, or ra- = 


ther your real/ſenſe of the ſweetneſſe 


- 
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it, might draw you together as »eate- 
rials tor the New Jeruſalem, that your 
bodies, your ſpirits, your purſes, your 
prayers, your word and deed might 
all be rea 

of Chriſt and your owne happinelle, 
inthe preſent defignes! You will ſay, 
ſhould we give all for a Song, then we 
werefooles indeed ? My beloved, it is 
ſuch a Song, as God the Father, and 


' Chrilt, andthe Angelsſing, and are 


lam black 
but come- 


ly-v.5- 


delighted with continually , and to 
hear how the Saints ſhall ſing 1t one 
day inthe kingdom of their Father, wil 
bea torment to thoſe that are ſhut out 
of the Quire, and provoke their how- 
ling. To reconcile you to the preſent 
adminiſtration, Iname but 3 things, 

t. Compare and lay together one 
paſlage with another,one ſtring »24kes 
no mulick. 

2. Cover the unpleaſant and un- 
comely parts, with cleanly names and 
notions, as we doe in our bodies, put 
mot honour upon thoſe parts that 


| haveleaſt inthemſelves: thus the ſub- | 


y for advancing the honour 


_—_ at 
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jection of Judah to Pharoah is ſet forth 
by an heroicall expreſſion. v.9. of this 
Chap. A company of horſes in Pharoahs 


"Chariot : a Magnificent expreſſion of 


ſervitude, not Afles but Horſes, not 
Jades1n a Cart, but Horles in a Chari- 
ot, yea a Kings Chariot. 

3. Conlider your acceptableneſſe to 
God 1n every paſſage, time, change or 


condition: Chriſt loves youas well in 


yeur night gown,as mn your curious dreſs, 

as inthe verſe fore-mentioned. I have 
compared thee O my love, toa com- 
pany of Horſes: 1have compared thee ; 
Thou haſt fold thy ſeltethither, but T 
have put g/orpupon that condition, for 
thy ſake: I have compared thee,0 My 
Love, My Love (till, thongha ſlave, a 
Captive to Pharoah! 
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